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‘No division did 
better’ - Somme 
commemorative 
supplement 


• Go Forth into the world in peace... 
Scotland's great artery glimmers under the 
early autumn sun as HMS Ark Royal leaves 
Rosyth for the first time in more than two 


year to begin sea trials. 

The flat-top has undergone a £25m 
overhaul which has seen the 21-year-old 
ship converted into a strike carrier and 


helicopter assault ship like her older sister 
illustrious. 

SI Ark's roar power* page 4 

Picture: CPQA(Phot) Kev Preece, HMS Ark Royal 


R OYAL Marines and Fleet Air j 
A rm crews are in the line of fire * 
as they face intense fighting \ 
and hostile action almost ^ 
daily in Afghanistan. 

Navy Harriers have fired more weapons in 
just a fortnight's operations against Taliban ropjH 
and insurgent forces than any of their RAF 
predecessors sent to the region, Vil 

On the grounds 3 Commando Brigade has 
taken over from the Paras as the principal 
British force in theatre - and was engaged 
with rebel troops within days of arriving. 

Tragically, insurgents have already claimed the 
life of one green beret from 45 Commando and gravely 
wounded his comrade in a suicide bomb attack on a 
military convoy which also claimed the Jives of two 
Afghan children. 

Brig jerry Thomas, in charge of 3 Commando 


Brigade and the senior British officer in the 
if troubled Helmand province, said his men ’'Ayjji, 
H would continue their task to try to bring 
W peace to die land. 

“Our thoughts arc very much ,C 

with the families and friends of ^|g8fl|| 
those killed and injured in this 
PJb$KS| indiscriminate and cowardly JHSH 

Ifirr ffi a 1 LaL ^^ ut { ^' ]S l 1 L1 s n ot d e tc r re d OH "" -. 
WEmf * us from our mission,” he said. /-V 1 ' 

Around 3,000 Royal Navy 
personnel-commandos, ground 
and air crew, and medics - are NJcSS 
deployed on Operation Herrick, one 
of two main "thrusts' by Senior Service this 
autumn (the other is the amphibious deployment to 
west Africa). 

Their aim is to support efforts to stabilise Afghanistan 
and prevent Taliban Fundamentalists and OLher 
insurgents from plunging Helmand into chaos. 


800 Naval Air Squadron, based at Kandahar 
\jMJf airfield, has taken over from the RAF as the 
on-call aerial punch for British and Allied forces 
iSjL in theatre. 

It is rapidly becoming accustomed to 
its new role as a strike bomber squadron 
■'f.-C ■BA operating the GR7 version of the fabled 
. mm jump jet, which are heavily in demand 
jBB Rom ground forces. 

“From the moment we took over from 
WBSmkX the outgoing RAF squadron we have been 
■Eajr in the thick of the action,” said pilot Lt 
Adam Hogg. 

“800 Naval Air Squadron has dropped 
more weapons in its lirst two weeks in theatre 
than any of its previous Air Force counterparts in 
recent times ” 

SI Royals hit the ground running, page 3 

SI A pilots eye view of life in Afghanistan, page 8 


~ ■ INVASION, THEY’RE COMING... VELA TASK FORCE PICTURE SPECIAL - CENTRE PAGES 







































2 NAVY NEWS* NOVEMBER 2006 



GLOBAL REACH 



Sate I Site imagery courtesy of NASA 


• 2-6, heave,,. LS(SEA) ‘Dusty’ 
Miller toils in the Gulf heat, 
hauling in the distance line, 
as HMS Kent finishes taking 
on fuel from the aptly-named 
USNS (US Navy Ship) Supply 
The Portsmouth-based 
frigate has returned to the 
region after a 12-day standoff 
in Dubai. 

That permitted some much 
deserved R&R which involved 
a mixture of camel trekking, 
the Wild Wadi water park and 
the huge indoor Ski Dubai 
complex which transfers the 
Alps to the Middle East 
Nine members of the 
ship’s company also used 
the backdrop of Dubai to 
propose to loved ones; all nine 
received a positive response - 
As for the ship herself, she 
received a welcome fresh lick 
of paint while in port. 

With the height of summer 
over, temperatures are 
beginning to dip now in the 
Gulf. It was a ' mere 1 34 C 
when this picture was taken, 
Relief is on the way for the 
men (and women) of Kent; 
HMS Sutherland has left 
Plymouth bound for the Guff 
to take over from her sister. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Chrts Wenham, 
PPPU Whale Island 


Forces were among the best - 

paid in the world, the tax gripe jSc* % 

was an issue and this country 
ought to do more for its men jSjfji 

and women under arms* ll#' >v ^'\a h 

The money equates to jj 

just under £100 per * x/ 

week tax-free for a 
six-month tour-of- 
duty. Personnel who 
spend Jess than six 
months in theatre 
will receive a bonus 
commensurate 

to their time on ^B 
deployment 

Mr Browne told MPs that 
the bonus would work out 
better than a tax exemption 
for junior personnel - able 
ratings/marines should be around 
£500 wealthier with the bonus than 
under a tax break. 

“Forces from other countries do not pay tax 
when on operations and this has led some to 
demand that we do the same for our people, 

I think we can do better/’ the minister told the 
Commons. 

The first batch of payments will be backdated 
to April 1 this year. 
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DEVONPORT 


WE SHALL begin our panoramic sweep of RN, RM and FAA 
operations this past month not with the twin foci of efforts, 
Afghanistan and West Africa, but with an apology to the men of 

HMS Superb. 

We’ve run out of space in the rest of the paper, so we’ll have to 
give thanks fov the veteran hunter-killer submarine’s 113-day tour 
of duty here. 

As a Royal Navy task force plucked civilians from Beirut at the 
height of the IsraeEi-Hezbollah conflict under the full glare of the 
media spotlight, less well known was the crucial role the Faslane- 
based boat played beneath the waves. 

Using her sensors she monitored activity along the shore, looking 
for any aerial or surface threat to the British task group - during the 
peak of the crisis Hezbollah fired an anti-ship cruise missile at an 
Israeli vessel. 

Once the relief mission was over, Superb headed to Diego Garcia 
in the Indian Ocean to take on supplies before joining the campaign 
against global terrorism and smuggling, patrolling the Gulf and 
Indian Ocean. 

Which brings us neatly on to HMS York, another ship whose work 
off the Lebanese coast continued outside the media spotlight (see 
page 9) and has now come to an end. 

Also in Mediterranean waters is minehunter HMS HurwortH, 
which has been paying her respects over the wreck of her forebear 
In the Aegean (on page 70). 

A wreath was cast too by the men and women of HMS Dumbarton 
Castle in the rather chillier waters of the Falklands in honour of the 
men lost when HMS Glamorgan was hit by an Exocet missile 24 
years ago (also on page 10). 

Her Falklands time done, frigate HMS Chatham has sailed up the 
west coast of South America and through the Panama Canal bound 
for home; her place in the Southern Hemisphere is being taken by 
HMS Edinburgh, which last month sailed from Portsmouth. 

Far from home are the men and women of HMS Westminster 
currently enjoying a grand tour of Asia - Singapore, Japan, China 
Korea ef al (see page 11). The frigate was accompanied for the 
Five Powers Defence Arrangements exercise Bersama Padu by 
hydrographic vessel HMS Echo. 

On her homeward passage, Westminster is due to visit the Gulf, 
where HMS Kent is currently on station (see right). Her deployment 
is coming to an end as HMS Sutherland has left Devonport to 
replace her (see page 37). 

Three ships have been or are in Baltic waters: HMS Middleton 
has been working with local naval forces and NATO to eradicate 
wartime ordnance (seepage 75); HMS Cornwall has been In Baltiysk 
on a goodwill visit to the home of Russia’s Baltic Fleet ( turn to page 
5}; and destroyer HMS Liverpool is in Tallinn as we write to support 
the Queen’s visit to Estonia (well have more in next month’s paper). 

HMS Exeter made the short hop to Cork in Eire [see page 4) 
- amazingly her first visit to the Republic of Ireland in her 26-year 
career - while survey ship HMS Scott made the even shorter hop to 
Swansea to receive the Freedom of the City (see page 7 7). 

Three familiar names back in action are HM Ships Richmond, 
Manchester and Talent; the frigate has been re-dedicated after 
an 18-month overhaul in Portsmouth (turn to page 5), while the 
destroyer and the submarine have returned to sea after lengthy lay¬ 
ups for upgrades (see page 29) - three years In Talent’s case. 

And so we come to the crux of present RN commitments. The yin 
is provided by 3 Commando Brigade, committed to the Helmand 
province of Afghanistan {see opposite ), more than ably supported In 
the air by elements of the Commando Helicopter Force and 800 
NAS (see page 8). 

The Vela task group (a full list of units deployed is given in the 
centre pages) provides the yang; the climax of Operation Vela comes 
in the first days of November with major amphibious landings on the 
Sierra Leone coast. 

And finally... We've had a few units asking why they haven’t 
appeared on our map in recent months. If you tell us where you are, 
well include you (which counts for the paper as a whole - Ed). It’s as 
simple as that. 


SAILORS and Marines heading to war zones will 
receive a tax-free bounty in recognition of their 
dangerous service* 

Junior ranks will earn up to £2,240 If they 
complete six-month tours-of-duty in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 

The bonus payments will also apply to some 
RN personnel deploying to the Balkans. 

Defence Secretary Des Browne announced 
the new payments, part of a £60m package 
awarded to Service personnel, after visiting 3 
Commando Brigade m Afghanistan as It took 
charge of peacekeeping duties in the Helmand 
province. 

Not surprisingly the payout was welcomed by 
arriving green berets. 

“It feels like they have decided to reward us 
for being away," said Op) Neil Chappell. 

“Other armies don't pay tax, so ft’s good that 
we are getting something as well/’ 

Maj Sharkey Ward added: "When I return after 
six months out here this money will allow me 
to take my wife and daughter away and treat 
them* 

"It’s as hard on them as it Is on us. ts 

Paying tax on lengthy deployments is 
understandably a bugbear, not least because 
many other nations waive tax for their forces on 
active service. 

Mr Browne said although Britain’s Armed 


HMS Superb 


HMS Ark Royal 
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Come in 
No.7, your 
time is up 

THE first next-generation 
Harriers have been delivered to 
the new home of the jump jet. 

Twenty-four GR9 variants 
of the legendary aircraft were 
wheeled out at RAF Cottesmore, 
one of two bases which houses 
the Joint Force Harrier. 

AM 69 of the existing GR7 
versions of the Harrier, used 
by the RAF and Fleet Air Arm 
(800 and 801 NAS) are being 
converted to the more potent 
GR9 by BAE Systems. 

The updated Harrier can pack 
more punch than its predecessor 
carrying more - and heavier 
- weaponry including Pave way 
IV 5001b bombs and the new 
Brimstone anti-armour missiles. 

The potency of the revamped 
Harrier means it can engage 
up to a dozen ground targets 
simultaneously; the GR7 can deal 
with no more than a couple. 
Around £500m is being spent 
upgrading the GR7s, as well as 
theTlO two-scat trainers (which 
in future will be known as T 12s), 
and Harrier simulators. 

Before being introduced to 
squadrons, the GR9 has been 
thoroughly tested by day and 
night in all weather conditions, 
including exhaustive trials in the 
deserts of Arizona and California, 
In those trials it outperformed 
the previous strike version of the 
jump jet in every respect. 

“This is the aircraft of choice 
for Joint Force Harrier,” said die 
force’s acting CO Cdr Bill Dean, 
“It has greater range, 
payload, survivability and 
communications. IPs the way 
ahead ” 

All GR9s will be delivered by 
2009. 
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i Speak softly and carry a big stick.., A Royal Marine from 42 Commando scans the area around Musa Qat’eh as the green berets relieve E Coy ; The Royal Irish Regiment 

Pictures PO (Phoi) Sean CJee^ 3 Cdo Bde Combat Camera Team 



• Centre of attention... Youngsters swarm around a commando as he pa fro/s Lashkar Gah 


J Company, 42 Cdo, based at 
Gareshk, spoke for many of his 
comrades when he summed up his 
feelings about life in Afghanistan, 
“I miss my wife very much, but 
it is good to be deployed in an 
area where we can make such a 
difference,” he added. 

“We have trained hard and feel 
more than capable of coping with 
any demands placed upon us ” 
Back in Lashkar Gah, the 
capital of the Helm and region, 


Royals have been passing on their 
expertise to the Afghan National 
Army - which will one day take 
over security of its own land. 

Having watched the Royals 
conduct mock vehicle check points 
in Lashkar barracks, die Afghan 
troops joined the commandos on 
patrol - where they were asked to 
put what they had learned into 
practice. 

It was also at Lashkar Gah, 
sadly, where the Taliban claimed 


Deutschland 

enwartet... 


THERE’S no escaping Britain’s 
greatest admiral, even in a garden 
shed in Hamburg, 

HMS Liverpool’s CO Cdr 
Henry Duffy was invited to the 
home of Wolfgang Katiofsky 
when the destroyer paid a visit to 
the great Hanseatic port. 

Herr Katiofsky runs a shop 
in the city selling ‘fine English 
country wear’, but his love for 
this country doesn’t stop there. 

His shed is a shrine to the 
RN and Nelson; it is filled 
with paintings, pictures, ship’s 
badges, memorabilia, while the 
Union Flag Butters on a flagpole 
outside. 

With the national flag looking 
somewhat battered, Cdr Duffy 
replaced it with one from 
Liverpool’s store - fittingly on 
October 21. 

Liverpool herself was in 
Hamburg for the biennial 
Shipbuilding, Marine and 
Maritime Technology fair; the 
destroyer served as a ‘stage’ for 
British firms to champion their 
products. 

Several Liverpool sailors were 
invited into the fair, while others 
were asked to breakfast at the 
regional parliament. 


Record run 
over for 845 


THE longest-serving CO in 
recent Fleet Air Arm history 
- and possibly ever - has finally 
stepped down in charge of 345 

NAS. 

Cdr Chris Slocombe has led 
the Jung I re squadron for 3 Ys 
years - a period which has 
spanned Operation Telic in Iraq 
and its aftermath, exercises 
in Norway, the evacuation of 
civilians from Beirut and, most 
recently, the amphibious task 
force bound for Africa. 

Cdr Matt Briers takes 
charge of 845, a unit so busy 
ft had to postpone receiving 
the prestigious Australia 
Shield for a year because of 
commitments. 


RVE years after they 
swept through the rugged 
Afghan terrain, Royal 
Marines are back in the 
country to grapple with 
an old foe: the Taliban. 

Red berets have been replaced 
by green berets on the dusty roads 
of Helmand province, southern 
Afghanistan, as the burden of 
stabilising this unsettled district 
falls to the Royal Navy’s elite 
troops. 

Command in theatre now 
rests on the shoulders of Brig 
Jerry Thomas and his staff of 
3 Commando Brigade, based 
at Camp Bastion, the principal 
British base in Helmand. 

His ground forces consist of 
42 and 45 Commandos, the 
Commando Logistic Regiment, 
29 Commando Regiment Royal 
Artillery and the UK Command 
Support Group RM. 

Some Royals are veterans of 
the 2001-02 campaign to oust the 
Taliban from this land. 

Others are new to Afghanistan, 
such as Mne Ben Wad ham of I< 
Company, 42 Cdo. 

“As soon as we came off the 
plane, the heat and dust hit the 
back of my throat,” he said. 

The initial task for the arriving 
green berets was to get accustomed 
to Helmand (temperatures have 
regularly been smashing the 40‘ C 
barrier). 

Their first day in Afghanistan 
was devoted to briefings: the 
art of driving in the region, first 
aid, spiders and snakes to avoid, 
intelligence reports and last, but 
by no means least, the welfare 
package available to keep in touch 
with loved ones back in Blighty. 

After a day on the ranges 
checking weapons in this dusty 
environment, it was time to get 
down to the mission. 

For some Royals, that meant 
deploying by helicopter to an 
advanced base, FOB Price, in die 
town of Gareshk, a small town in 
central Helmand. 

Cpl 'Nobby’ Clark, of 


their first green beret victim 
when a suicide bomber targeted 
a NATO convoy as it left a police 
compound; the blast also killed 
two youngsters. 

“My troops are performing 
their jobs here with admirable 
courage and will continue to do 
so despite the suicide attack,” said 
Brig Thomas. 

Even for veteran marines 
the scale of the challenge in 
Afghanistan, coupled with difficult 


environmental conditions, is 
daunting - but after just a few 
weeks in theatre, there have been 
signs of encouragement, 

“Eve served in many parts of 
the world and this is by far my 
biggest challenge,” said Sgt Shaw 
of Headquarters, 3 Cdo Bde. 

“When you see the local 
population and the hope in the 
eyes of the children it makes it all 
worthwhile.” 

800 NAS in action, page 8 


courage' 


'With admirable 
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ARK ROYAL 


promote healthy lifestyles among ehildp 


Argyll seizes 
cocaine haul 


HMS Argyll scored a major drugs 
bust as she sailed with the RX’s 
amphibious task force off west 
Africa. 

The frigate was accompanying 
the Vela 06 group bound for tile 
waters off Sierra Leone when she 
broke off to take parr in an anti¬ 
smuggling operation. 

Argyll detached with tanker 
RFA Gold Rover and Royal 
Marines from 40 Commando. 

Working with colleagues from 
the Serious Organised Crime 
Agency and officials from the 
Spanish, French and US law 
enforcement authorities, the 
frigate and her Lynx helicopter 
pounced on an unregistered 60- 
ton vessel. 

Upon boarding the vessel the 
drug enforcers found two tonnes 
of cocaine, worth an estimated 
£60m on Britain’s streets. 

“I am thrilled that we 
have made such a successful 
contribution to this operation,” 
said Argyll’s CO CdrWill 
Warren der. 

“It highlights the valuable role 
the Royal Navy plays in support 
of international efforts to suppress 
the illegal use of the high seas.” 

£ Grey shores, centre pages 


To each a share 
of the spoils 

REFIT work on three front¬ 
line warships will be spread 
between Britain’s three main 
yards. 

In a £31 m package of 
improvements across the 
board. Type 23 frigate Iron 
Duke will be refitted at home 
in Portsmouth by FSL; Type 
42 destroyer HMS Liverpool 
heads north to Rosyth where 
Babcock will overhaul her; and 
DML in Devonport has won the 
contract to revamp Type 22 
frigate HMS Cumberland. 

The refits are part of a 
package of improvements 
for the Fleet; a decision on 
overhauls for mtnehunters HMS 
Grimsby and Chiddingfold is 
imminent. 


Mounts Bay 
joins RFA 


NEW landing support ship RFA 
Mounts Bay has officially joined 
Lhe Senior Service family after a 
dedication ceremony in Cornwall. 

Her affiliated town of 
Falmouth was the setting for die 
formal welcome to the Fleet. 

With the ceremony barely over, 
the 16,000-ton ship - the first of 
four replacements for the Knights 
of the Round Tabic departed 
Falmouth to join the Vela task 
force for three months on her 
first operational deployment (see 
centre pages for more). 


Cork ing visit 
for Exeter 


ONE of the most famous 
names in the proud annals 
of the Senior Service is 
back in business. 

On a tine early autumn morning, 
HMS Ark Royal $ I i pped h er 
moorings at Rosyth dockyard and, 
shepherded by tugs, made her way 
up the Forth estuary, beneath the 
landmark road and rail bridges, 
and out into the North Sea, 

It was the first time the great 
carrier had moved under her own 
power in more than two years and, 
not surprisingly, a sizeable crowd 
had gathered around the bridges 
to watch the occasion. 

Flic journey down the Forth 
was the beginning of three weeks 
of trials and tests to ensure that 
everything was in order after the 
carrier’s lengthy lay-up. 

For the past nine months 
engineers from Babcock have 
been swarming over the flat-top, 
upgrading systems and kit, fitting 
a third mast, and converting 
compartments so that the ship 
is better able to perform her 
secondary role as a commando 
assault ship. 

The first duty of Ark remains to 
provide air power at sea as a 'strike 
carrier 7 . 


ICE patrol ship HMS Endurance has left 
British waters for a mammoth deployment 
to the Antarctic. 

The Red Plum will spend nine months 
conducting scientific research and charting 
the icy waters of Antarctica on the longest 
deployment in her 15-year career. 

Endurance's last tour of duty in the 
Southern Hemisphere was curtailed by the 
need to put into Argentina for rudder repairs, 
so this winter she will squeeze an awful lot of 
work into her deployment. 

Five months of her time away from 
Portsmouth will be dedicated to research 
in polar waters, work assisted by her new 
multi-beam echo sonar. 

The sonar was first tested by Endurance 
last winter and produced stunning 3D i mages 
A * 


of the Antarctic seabed, allowing experts to 
update existing charts of the region - many 
of which are old and inaccurate - to permit 
cruise liners carrying eco-tourists to visit the 
frozen continent in safety. 

The icebreaker will work hand-in-hand 
with scientists of the British Antarctic 
Survey, helping to set up field camps as part 
of a five-year study into the icy wasteland's 
environment. 

On her way south, she will beam back 
regular weather reports on conditions In the 
South Atlantic to help racers in the Velux 5 
Ocean Race, who leave Spain next month. 

Endurance's sailors will also hit the water; 
a team from the ship intends to kayak around 
James Ross Island, all 150 miles of it, once 
the icebreakereaches Antarctica. 


No-one has circumnavigated the island by 
kayak before; the adventure will raise money 
for various good causes, and the kayakers 
wilt beam home reports for Endurance's 
educational website www.visitand learn. 
co.uk to allow youngsters to better 
understand life in Antarctica. 

Endurance sails for the polar region having 
cemented ties with a new affiliate. 

Premiership stars including Lomana Lua 
Lua from Portsmouth FG hopped aboard 
Endurance before she sailed to present the 
ship's football team with Pompey strips to 
don whenever the side steps out on foreign 
shores. 

The affiliation between the club and ship 
is also tied in with Endurance’s website to 


Endurance will be 


required 


There are nut many things HMS 
Exeter has not done in her 26 
years under the White Ensign. 

A visit to the Emerald Isle was, 
surprisingly, one however. 

Well, you can scratch it off the 
list now after four days in Cork. 

The ship made the short hop 
from home to Ireland to permit 
her 250 crew some rest and 
recuperation. 

The RN definition of R&R 
isn’t the same as in civvy street, 
however. 

For the ship’s programme was 
fairly busy during her stay in the 
Irish city. 

Upon arriving, the Falklands 
veteran hosted 40 youngsters 
from Gaeleholaiste school, while 
some of the ship’s company 
headed to the children’s ward 
of Cork University Hospital to 
entertain poorly kids (thanks 
notably to LCH Hall and his skill 
at turning balloons into animals 
and juggling). 

More poignant was the tour of 
the destroyer by Dave ScannelL 
Six decades ago Mr Scannell’s 
petty officer father went down 
with the wartime cruiser Exeter 
at the Battle of the Java Sea, 

There was, of course, some 
‘downtime’ in Cork for sailors 
to relax. CO Cdr Paul Brown 
said having enjoyed “a wonderful 
city”, his team departed “fully 
rested and ready to get back to 
sea”. 


Sandowns come 
back to life 


FORMER HM ships Sandown, 
Inverness and Bridport are to 
be re-activated as Estonian 
vessels under a deal struck 
with the Baltic nation. 

The trio, axed under the 2004 
shake-up of the Senior Service, 
are currently mothballed in 
Portsmouth. 

But the Sandown-cfass mine 
countermeasures vessels will 
now spring back to life as 
teams from Babcock and FSL 
overhaul them. 

With Estonian waters littered 
with wartime ordnance, the 
world-class vessels will be 
greatly in demand. 

The first ship is due to be 
handed over to the Estonian 
Navy next spring. 

Middleton sweeps away a 
wartime legacy, page 15 


• May the Forth be with you... HMS Ark Royal glides past the Forth Road Bridge on her start of sea trials 

Picture: CPQA(Phot) Kev Preece, HMS Ark Royal 


But she can also now 
accommodate up to 600 
Royal Marines and ferry 
them ashore by helicopter 
as an assault carrier. 

That lies in the 
future. For now, it’s 
about getting used 
to the basics... like 
dealing with aircraft. 

For they too have 
been absent from the 
ship for more than two 
years. 

HMS Northumberland’s 
Merlin became the first heavier- 
than-air craft to touch down on 
the new-look Ark. 

For two more days the Merlin 
conducted flights by day and 
night, testing not merely the 
aircraft handlers and flight 


operations team, but 
also communicators and 
the operators of the huge 
hangar lifts. 

“It is terrific that Ark 
Royal is now open for 
business again and 
is fast becoming a 
versatile aviation 
platform that will be 
able, ready and keen 
to play her full part 
in future operations,” 
said Cdr Keith Muir, 
Commander Air. 

“We have a way to go yet but 
are very much looking forward 
to working up to being able to 
operate, fight and win in bo tit our 
roles.” 

Merlin was just the beginning. 
Perhaps the biggest (and 


loudest) buzz was provided by 
an RAF Typhoon fighter from 
17 Squadron which flew past the 
carrier repeatedly to test her close- 
range weapons system. 

“For many of the ship’s company 
it was the first time they have seen 
this aircraft in action,” said Fit Lt 
Glen Parker RAF, one of the Ark’s 
fighter controllers. 

As trials and exercises continue 
in the coming months, the carrier 
will also acquaint herself with 
RAF Chinooks and the Army 
Air Corps’ Apache battlefield 
helicopter which has now been 
officially 'marinised 1 for operations 
at sea. 

Ark was due to arrive in 
Portsmouth to join her sister 
Illustrious as Navy News hit the 
presses. 
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WITH the exception of operations 
in Afghanistan, the Senior 
Service has been somewhat 
absent from the media recently... 
but not entirely. 

We will begin with the much 
deserved - and, sadly, belated 
- award of an 'Arctic emblem 
to the heroes of the Russian 
convoys (see page 17). 


ARCTIC convoy heroes have 
wen the official recognition 
they have always wanted. 
The new Arctic Emblem 
- known to veterans as the 
Arctic Star - was presented 
to veterans and their 
relatives of the Russian 
convoys on HMS Belfast, 
Medal campaign leader 
Cdr Eddie Grenfell said: 

“This Is one of the happiest 
days of my life. We fought so 
long and hard for this,” 

- Portsmouth News 


THE world's navies had 
to work ever more closely 
■ together to combat "bad 
men" at sea, the First Sea 
Lord of Britain's Royal 
Navy said in Pretoria, 

“There are had men 
at sea: whether they are 
pirates, crooks, smuggling 
drugs, smuggling people, 
terrorists, this is an 
international issue we have 
to work together on," said 
Admiral Sir Jonathon Band. 

He was meeting the 
Chief of the SA Navy, Vice- 
Admiral Johannes Mudinru, 
during a week-long visit to 
South Africa. 

- Independent, 



j KEY papers relating to the 1 
sinking of HMS Sheffield in 
! the Falklands conflict are 
set to he released by the 
Ministry of Defence under 
the Freedom of Information 
; Act. 

Campaigners have 
battled for years to find out 
■ why HMS Sheffield failed so- 
miserably to defend herself . 
against an Exocet missile, 
i Veterans say the 
posting of a message 
on the internet raises 
fresh questions over 
whether human error was 
responsible for the disaster 
which claimed 20 lives. 


_ Dnrtcrtlmifh hloiijc 



' A FORMER diver who set a 
world record half a century 
ago unveiled a plaque to 
remember his achievement. 

Lt George Wookey, who 
now lives in Australia, 
revealed the plaque near : 
the diving site at Sorf]orden T 
Arna, in Norway at a special 
ceremony 

Mr Wookey dived down 
. 600ft on October 12 1956. 

He made the record dive' 
breathing helium oxygen, 
wearing a Siebe Gorman j 
helmet and a flexible dress 
standard diving suit. 

Since then, the depth 
record has been exceeded 
many times, but not using 


a traditional Siebe Gorman 
helmet. 

- Weston & Somerset 


Mercury 


A STATUE of a hero dog 
that became mascot to the 
Free Norwegian Forces 
during World War 2 is to be 
unveiled. 

Bamse the St Bernard 
is to be remembered in 
Montrose where a trust is 
raising & 50,000 to promote 
I 1 his story. 

Bamse came to Scotland 
in 1940 as a drew 
member' of a Norwegian 
minesweeper. 

- BBC News 
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• Rowers from HMS Cornwall haul their way past the Russian 
destroyer Bespokoiny in Baltiysk - home of the Baltic Fleet 
- during a three-day visit to the port , 

Countless sporting activities were arranged for the Devonport- 
based Type 22 frigate when Russian sailors matched the 
hospitality shown by Cornwall earlier this year. 

The frigates crew bos fed Russian sailors during Navy Days 
in Plymouth at the end of August. 

Such hospitality was not necessarily on display on the sports 
field t however where Cornwall were determined to hold on to 
the Baitiysk Cup which they won two years ago. 

Despite victories at football and tug of war, the Comishmen 
were outperformed at rowing, volieyball and 4x100m relayso 
the cup was returned to Russia. 

"The sea is a great bond and we have much in common with 
our Russian colleagues t " said CO Cdr Simon Williams. 

Among the numerous visitors to Cornwall were Commodore 
Devonport Flotilla Cdre Peter Walpole who proclaimed that the 
continuing close ties between the RN and the Russian Fieet 
ensured (i ihe Cold War barriers are well and truly down". 

& Ship of the month, page 12 


For a FREE consultation in strictest confidence, call us today. 


01732 451 133 

or: 0800 052 5113 


LINES OPEN 
SAM - 9PM, 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

This is not an offer for n loan 

www. re s o lveuk.com 
i nf o@ reso I veuk .go m 


No more rain 
in Bahrain 


Example: Mr Bennett was struggling to pay £800 per month on £27k of debt. After 
negotiations we were able to reduce this to £250 and he will be debt tree within 60 months. 

No Employer Contact - Don J f let debt affect your career prospects , 
This is not an offer for a loan. 


NAVAL buffs on the Clyde 
should take a long look at HM 
Ships Ramsey and Blyth... 
because they won't see them 
again for at feast two years. 

The two Sandown-class 
mine countermeasures vessels 
depart Faslane this month for 
an extended tour of duty in the 
Gulf on Operation Aintree. 

The ships will operate out of 
Bahrain for between two and 
three years, but their crews will 
not be out there that long. 

Sailors will be rotated, 
spending roughly six months 
each in theatre with the duo. 

The aim is to train as many 
Sandown-class sailors as 
possible in the art of using 
the new 2093 sonar kit in the 
extreme climatic conditions of 
the Gulf. 

That aside, the two ships will 
work alongside Allied navies in 
the region, Including Bahrainis, 
Kuwaitis, Saudis and Omanis, 
plus Coalition forces which are 
rolling through the Gulf, and 
will contribute to the ongoing 
effort to keep terrorists and 
smugglers off the high seas. 

The ships have been 
bolstered with improved 
firepower before they deploy; 
'mini guns 5 - fast-firing six- 
ba rre 11 e d auto m at i c wea pons 
which are intended to blast 
surface threats which get too 
close to the minehunters out of 
the water. 

“The Aintree deployment 
offers us a fantastic opportunity 
to demonstrate the RN ! s world- 
leading mine warfare capability 
and allows us to demonstrate 
the wider use of small ships 
with our contribution to the 
maritime security operations 
effort. All this - and we get to 
avoid the Scottish winter/' sard 
Blyth's CO Lt Cdr John Craig. 


PERHAPS not quite 
grabbingtheheadlineslike 
Ark Royal’s emergence 
from refit, but a day of no 
less importance as far as 
her crew was concerned, 
was HMS Richmond’s 
return to the Fleet. 

Out of action for 18 months 
during a major refit in Portsmouth, 
the Type 23 frigate was officially 
accepted back into the Senior 
Service... and then promptly re¬ 
dedicated. 

Dignitaries from the namesake 
towns in North Yorkshire and 
on the Thames attended the 
ceremony in Portsmouth, where 
guest of honour was Lady Hill- 
Norton, the ship's sponsor who 
had launched her on the Tyne 13 
years ago. 

Also in attendance were Sea 
Cadets from the London area. 


At an earlier ceremony, Cdre 
Andrew Cameron, Commodore 
Portsmouth Flotilla, formally 
accepted Richmond into the 
Fleet, declaring that the ship had 
been handed over "in style with 
a smile". 

The frigate's CO, Cdr Piers 
Hurrell, concurred. 

“We are now at the cutting 
edge of technology, ready to face 
the uncertain challenges ahead 
with an impressive range of new 
capabilities and a ship's company 
ready, willing and able to do their 
duty',” he added. 

That impressive range of new 
capabilities includes Sonar 2087, 
the world's leading anti-submarine 
sonar, a new 4,5in ‘Kryterf gun, 
a state-of-the-art anti-torpedo 
defensive system, a flight deck 
capable of operating Merlin 
helicopters and, for the lads and 
lasses, improved accommodation 
and a new galley. 


Resolve (UK) are specialist advisors to armed forces personnel and their families. 


The revamp by FSL was the first 
refit conducted in Portsmouth for 
15 years; it was completed bang 
on time. 


The overhaul means that 
Richmond now takes over the title 
of Britain's most potent frigate 
from HMS Northumberland. 


phone? 


We will help you to 
resolve your debts. 


Facing bankruptcy? Afraid to 
Robbing Peter to pay Paul? 


► Proud to serve ... Richmond's guard of honour stand rigidly to attention during the ceremony 


Picture: LA(Phot) Luis Holden, FRPU Whale Island 


Style with a smile 
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Long awaited 
badge of 
honour 

SIXTY years is a long time to wait for a medal, or indeed 
a badge, as the Arctic Emblem is officially called, but at 
last the first brave veterans who kept the Russian supply 
lines open on the Arctic convoys have been presented 
with their emblems. 

The red, white and blue star-shaped badge may be 
small but its significance is enormous* 

Thousands of men died in the Russian convoys cam¬ 
paign, and 126 merchantmen and warships were sunk. 
Although the Atlantic Star medal covered service on 
the Arctic convoys, many felt that service in the severe 
conditions of the Arctic region deserved its own recog¬ 
nition* 

Cdr Eddie Grenfell campaigned for ten years to get the 
badge. No wonder he described its presentation as “one 
of the happiest days of my life.” 

Cdr Grenfell did a tremendous job in publicising the 
campaign. Indeed, the only good thing about the ten- 
year wait is that it has made many more people aware 
of the tremendous debt which we owe to the men who 
served on the Arctic convoys. 

What price 
spiritual 
support? 

MOST sailors like to know there's a bish on board, even 
if they 1 re not regular churchgoers. 

And as the Chaplain of the Fleet, the Venerable John 
Green, observes, commanding officers never question 
why there is a chaplain in their ship during deploy¬ 
ments* 

Like everything else in the Royal Navy, the Chaplaincy 
service is currently undergoing a review to assess its 
value - or “relevance” as the current buzzword is* 

The relevance of spiritual and pastoral care is difficult 
to quantify in hard financial terms, especially in the drive 
from “tail to teeth.” 

The Royal Navy's chaplains however have never 
shirked from their duty to the “teeth.” There are cur¬ 
rently five in the front line with the Royal Marines in 
Afghanistan. 

Early feedback from the review indicates that the Navy 
wants to keep its chaplaincy pretty much the way it is* 

There are some things in life that most people instinc¬ 
tively know to be valuable, and the Chaplaincy service 
is one of them* 

Welcome bonus 

IT HAS long been a bone of contention for our Armed 
Forces that the UK doesn’t offer the same tax benefits 
for those on dangerous deployments as many other 
countries do. 

It is very good news that the Defence Secretary has 
announced a tax-free bounty to service men and women 
heading for war zones* 

The bounty will be worth up to £2,240 for those com¬ 
pleting six-month tours of duty in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

There will also be improvements to the Operational 
Welfare Package, including longer free telephone calls, 
more internet connectivity, and a better welfare package 
for injured Service personnel in hospital* 

Of course, there is not a lot to spend your bonus on 
in Iraq or Agfhanistan, so it will probably be the families 
that benefit most. 

It’s a small recompense for months of separation and 
anxiety, but a very welcome one* 

The views expressed in Navy News do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Ministry of Defence 


■H NAVYNEWS 


No.628 
53rd year 


Leviathan Block 
HMS Nelson 
Portsmouth 
POI 3HH 

Editorial 

^ 023 9229 4228 
S 9380 24163 (Mi!) 

Fax 023 9233 8845 
e-mail: edit@navynews,co.uk 


Business 

Switchboard 023 9282 6040 
Accounts 023 9272 0686 
Advertising 023 9272 5062 / 
023 9275 6951 
e-marl: advertising© 
navynews.co.uk 
Distribution 023 9272 5136 
Subscriptions 023 9273 4448 
Website 023 9272 2010 
Fax 023 9283 0149 
e-mail: enquiries ©navy news* 
co.uk 


Dash made 
permanent 



• it Cdr Eugene Esmonde VC (second from left) alongside officers 
and ratings involved in the sinking of the Bismarck 

Piclure: Fleet Air Arm Museum 


for the annual Channel Dash 
Memorial Lunch. 

This will ensure that the 
Channel Dash heroes and their 
futile attack against such enor¬ 
mous odds will never be forgot¬ 
ten. 

The association will be open 
for anyone to join, regardless 
of whether or not one has been 
in any of the Services and particu¬ 
larly members of die Sea Cadet 
Corps, the Air Training Corps and 
Army Cadets will be welcomed. 

It will be open for schoolchil¬ 
dren to join as juniors, especially 
if their patents or teachers are 
members. 


The launch of this new 
Association will take place after 
lunch on Sunday June 10 2007 at 
Manston. 

This is the 65th year of the 
anniversary of the ‘Dash* and we 
are making it a very special occa¬ 
sion. 

We are having to limit the 
number attending the lunch to 
300 and if you wish to attend, 
please request a booking form 
by writing to the Secretary, Brian 
Homewood, 27 Filer Road, 
Halfway, Sheemess, Kent ME 12 
3AL, who will post you one when 
they are available. 

- Edward H Powell, Kent 



t is this a painting of the first Battle of Sirte? 


Certainly 

Sirte? 


FOR many years the Kent Fleet 
Air Arm Association has recog¬ 
nised the bravery of 18 RN avia¬ 
tors, who flying in obsolescent 
aircraft made a suicidal attack 
on the largest fleet of German 
ships ever assembled during 
WW2. 

It was on February 12 1942 
at 1 lOOhrs that the Scharnhorst, 
Gndsenau and Prinz Eugen were 
spotted passing up the English 
Channel, escorted by more than 
30 destroyers, flak ships and ‘E* 
boats and were entering the Straits 
of Dover. 

They had a large umbrella of 
Messerschmitt 109s and Focke- 
Wulf 190$ that were providing 
them with air cover for the whole 
of their passage up the English 
Channel from Brest* 

Just before noon, Lt Cdr Eugene 
Esmonde, RN Commanding 
Officer of 825 Squadron of 
Swordfish, received orders to make 
an attack on the enemy. Within 20 
minutes of take-off from Manston 
they had been shot out of the sky. 
There were only five survivors. 

Inevitably the demise of the 
Kent Fleet Air Arm Association 
will happen in the not-too-distant 
future, through loss of members 
and no replacement new members 
joining. 

With this in mind, some mem¬ 
bers of the Manston Spitfire and 
Hurricane Museum have dis¬ 
cussed with our President and 
some of our members a sugges¬ 
tion of forming a 'Channel Dash 
Association" which op.ee formed 
will take over the arrangements 

Thank Q 
for the 
memory 

WITH reference to John Belton- 
Perkin’s letter Our Navy ruled 
the Wavelengths (October) the Q 
code is still used by amateurs 
(radio hams) even when on the 
mike and is a requirement in the 
foundation licence, 

Morse code is still alive and 
kicking, or should I say clicking? 

Although no longer a require¬ 
ment it is still on the syllabus 
and many newcomers young and 
old are showing great interest in 
learning and operating GW (con¬ 
tinuous wave]. 

About a third of hams oper¬ 
ate CW only, and worldwide CW 
contests are much Jtr ngeur. 

David Williams, Borth, 
Ceredigion 

...THE code QSP is the one 
which escapes John Bel ton-Perkin. 
I used it many times as GYX4 at 
Lascaris, Malta, in the in id-6 0s. 

He, being a submariner, may 
also be interested to know that 
prior to Lascar is 1 was on the 
Ausonia and a regular operator 
on 4340 Kc/s receiving diving 
and surfacing signals from Turpin, 
Thermopylae, Tiptoe and others 
too numerous to mention, both 
UK and visiting NATO boats, 

- Michael ‘Spud’ Murphy, 
Devizes, Wiltshire 

...I AM sitting in my flat looking 
at my copy of the S Q ? code and 
the British Joint Operating Signal 
which was Its forerunner, and the 
answer is QSP, which I used very 
often as an Ordinary Telegraphist 
at KranjiW/T (GY$) in Singapore 
1952/3, when f was 18, 

There is one we used to use 
which is not in the book, and it is 
I NT QLF which we used to send 
to a poor operator, it was known 
to us all as “Are you sending with 
your left foot?” 

I hope dr is solves his problem. 

- A Wright, (Shinder Ex Tel) 
Erith, Kent 


THIS picture, kindly sent to me 
by Capt Darch, might just show 
the first (and much lesser known) 
Battle of Sirte* 

During a convoy to Malta the 
Italian Fleet was sighted and 
opened fire on Naiad at long 
range. 

Admiral Vian however had 
detached a destroyer to broad¬ 
cast on the C-in-CTs wavelength 
and Lhis gave the appearance of 
the battle Fleet and the Italians 
turned tail* 

My reasons for suggesting this 
are that while Naiad’s three fore¬ 
most turrets are firing at aircraft, 
the after turrets (which normally 
would be doing the same under air 
attack) are trained on a low angle 
forward starboard bearing. 

lt so happened that I had left 
the Engine Room (I was the 
Senior Engineer) and was visiting 
the Damage Control parties when 
die tan no y announced that the 
Italian Fleet had been sighted to 
starboard and had opened fire* 

I was talking to Stoker Janes 
whose post was just inside the 
screen door and we decided 


(wrongly) to peep out, 

A salvo landed simultaneously 
and a splinter missed me and 
grazed Janes 5 chin which bled 
rather copiously. 

We hastily shut the door and I 
escorted him to the nearest First 
Aid station before descending to 
what seemed the safer environ¬ 
ment of die Engine Room, where 
we had gone up to Full Speed, 

I may of course be entirely 
wrong and the painting may only 
be one of the many convoys bat¬ 
tled through to Malta, 

Naiad was sunk just before 
the second battle of Sirte, one of 
the classic sea battles of WW2* 
Vian was then Hying his flag in 
Cleopatra, having been picked out 
of the water a few days before* 

PS - the brown smoke is of 
course gun smoke and NOT from 
my funnels! 

- Vice Admiral Sir Louis Le 
BaiHy, Bodmin, Cornwall 
Admiral ie BaiHy also sent us a 
most moving Remembrance Day 
address which we have put on 
the Navy News website at www. 
navynews,co*uk 


Intrepid 

Grecian 

marble 

THE total number of living 
survivors of the HMS Intrepid 
sinking in Porta fa go Bay in 1943 
is eight, not counting myself. 

My quest to have a 
monument erected on the 
shore of Port Lakki overlooking 
the waters in the bay where 
she went down has been 
successful. 

I had news from Leros that 
the monument is erected and 
the site around it has been 
finished. A naval friend on 
holiday there telephoned me 
to say he was looking at it 
receiving its finishing touches* 

He said: "It's a marble beauty 
to remember the Intrepid by, 
and i understand why it cost so 
much*” 

The appeal has gone very 
well and if I’m lucky I don’t 
think I will have to take out a 
mortgage for the shortfall! 

I will inform people who 
wish to attend the dedication 
ceremony in good time of the 
date so that they can arrange 
their travel plans - at the 
moment September 26 2007 is 
a possible date, 

I am grateful for all the help ! 
have received. 

- Albert Poulter, Orpington, 

Kent 

*,.THE letter on Intrepid and the 
Island of Leros (July) brought 
back vivid memories of those 
days in September 1943* 

Serving on my second Hunt 
Class (Groome), surviving the 
sinking of Southwold in March 
1942, escorting a convoy from 
Malta to Taranto on 11 Sept 
1943 (my 21 st birthday) - I still 
have a copy of the Malta Times 
of that date in my treasured 
possession. 

We were diverted in company 
with our sister ship Hurworth 
to Palestine (Haifa) where we 
took on board 350 troops each, 
sailing that day for the Aegean 
istand of Leros, steaming that 
evening up the Turkish coast 
outside their territorial waters, 
such fine navigation to me. 

Arriving at Leros was so 
peaceful, in fact some of our 
ship’s company were swimming 
in the harbour, what a contrast 
a few days later on our second 
mission, it was to me one of 
the most terrifying experiences 
in the two-and-a-half years of 
service in the Eastern Med, 

- J Morton, Chippenham, 
Wilts 

Scottish 

victory 

I MUST take you up on your 
report the Royals an Iraq 
[September) posing in front of 
a victory arch as we know it, or 
as your reporter called it The 
Hands of Victory.” 

You say this was created by 
a German firm. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. 

The arch was cast in bronze 
at the foundry of Charles 
Henshaw and Sons, Edinburgh* 
The arms up to the wrists were 
cast in Edinburgh, the hands 
were cast at a firm in England, 
the swords were made by 
Wilkinsons Sword* 

AIJ the bronze work was 
erected in Edinburgh then 
dismantled, catalogued 
and transported by road 
to Baghdad, where it was 
reassembled in its present 
position* 

The only involvement the 
German firm had was that they 
positioned the swords Info the 
hands. 

Incidentally, I served part 
of my time In the Navy as a 
signalman on board HMS Loch 
Guoich accompanied by HMS 
Wildgoose, up the Gulf in 1946, 

I was employed by Charles 
Henshaw and Sons and actually 
worked on the arch, so believe 
me I know what I am talking 
about! 

- Bryce E Brown. 

Edinburgh 
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A date 
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Princess? 



I BELIEVE the date on the 
photograph described as 
' Princess Elizabeth inspect¬ 
ing the Dartmouth cadets 
1953" to be incorrect. 

It is interesting to compare the 
cap badge worn by Prince Charles, 
on the next page, with those of the 
Captain and Lieutenant. Prince 
Charles f cap badge has a Queen's 
Crown, whereas the Dartmouth 
officers 3 are those of a King. 

The jacket buttons would have 
similarly differed. However, a peri¬ 
od of grace will have been allowed 
for changing uniforms, thereby 
a King’s crown would have still 
been correct in 1953. 

The present badges and but¬ 
tons will change back, for officers 
and ratings, on the accession of 
Prince Charles. 

Had this photograph been 
taken in 1953, it would have been 
Elizabeth’s first visit as Queen, 
and she would have been accom¬ 
panied by Prince Philip, and prob¬ 
ably C-in-C Plymouth, 

If the Britannia Royal Naval 
College were asked, I expect they 
would identify the photograph 
as Princess Elizabeth inspecting 
the passing-out parade for those 
cadets leaving HMS Britannia (as 
the BRNC was then called) in 
July 1950. 

Gdr P W Honey, Appleton, 
Cheshire 

...I WAS very interested in the 
souvenir picture supplement for 
the SOth birthday of the Queen 
(September), 

On the front page, where the 
Queen is pictured inspecting mid¬ 
shipmen, there is a captain just 
behind her, I cannot remember his 
name now, but I was his messenger 
boy when he was a commander in 
HMS Resolution from August 
1938 until September 1940. 

1 remember him well, he was a 
gentleman and it was a privilege to 
be his messenger, 

I used to follow him around the 
ship and carry out his instructions 
which were numerous on an R- 
class battleship, especially when 
war broke out. 


• The young Elizabeth , but when? 

I was required to stand outside 
his cabin and the wardroom when 
he was not going around the ship. 
One perk as his messenger was 
that I was excused all other duties, 
although 1 often had to be with 
him when the other boys in the 
ship were off duty. 

In January 1946, 1 was made 
an ordinary seaman so I was no 
longer his messenger. 

It was interesting seeing his 
photo in A7?qy Nezvs and it brought 
back many memories of my time 
with him. Perhaps a reader may 
remember his name and would let 


me know? 

I shall keep the supplement 
among my other naval souvenirs. 
1 still have my Resolution cap tally 
From my time in the ship. 

When I was made an ordinary 
seaman in Resolution one of the 
special jobs I did was to be pulled 
through the 15 inch guns of Y 
turret and grease die rifling, for 
this job I was given a “make and 
mend* 1 and a “guard and steerage 3 ’ 
andabarof pusser's soap to wash 
my overalls, 

- Jim Hutchison, Gillingham, 
Kent 



• Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 
• Choice of restaurants and bars 
* Concessionary NCP Car Park rates 

• Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 

reunions and private parties 

The Victory Services Club, 
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London W2 2HF 
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Web: www.vsc.co.uk 
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HMS Raleigh 
beckons for 
Brecon 

VETERAN minehunter HMS 
Brecon is set to be given a fresh 
lease of life training the next 
generation of sailors, 

Brecon is lined up to join 
HMS Raleigh atTorpoint to give 
youngsters their first taste of life 
on a modern warship. 

The Hunt-class ship paid off 
last year when the MOD decided 
to wind down the Northern 
Ireland squadron, She also served 
in the FalkJands and Gulf. 

But Gdre John Keegan* 
Raleigh’s Commanding Officer, 
was keen to re-activate the vessel 
to give rookie sailors a better 
grasp of’sea sense 5 * 

At present the Tor point 
establishment relies on an old 
converted fuel barge, Ajax, and a 
handful of yachts to give trainees 
an idea of life at sea, 

A night on a four or six-berth 
yacht (plus a lengthy trek along 
the jetties to the heads if caught 
short in the middle of the night!) 
doesn’t give young sailors the 
most realistic sample of life 
aboard a modern RN ship. 

The solution is to move 
Brecon, currently part of the 
‘ghost fleet’ in Portsmouth, to the 
River Lynher at Jupiter Point as a 
permanent 4 sea sense’ ship, 

“Ajax is old, rusting and the 
environment is not the one the 
recruits will live in when they go 
to the Fleet. We know Brecon 
will be much better for training, 
and for our trainees, because she 
represents the modern Navy,” 
said Cdre Keegan. 

Beyond being used by new- 
entry trainees, the minehunter 
will also be used by the Naval 
Military Training teams, who 
teach sailors and Royal Marines 
in the art of boarding and 
searching vessels - a staple diet in 
the 21st Century RN. 

There are also plans to use any 
spare capacity on Brecon to teach 
seamanship to civilians, 

Brecon will arrive at Jupiter 
Point next summer. 

Sea dogs’ 
sea days 

FLAGSHIP HMS Illustrious has 
boon leading a four-strong force 
of ships on the annual Staff 
College Sea Days off Plymouth, 
Sea Days are intended to 
give Staff College personnel 
from the Army and RAF a 
greater understanding of the 
Senior Service’s day-to-day 
business. 

To that end, Lusty, HMS 
Cornwall and Exeter plus 
RFA Fort Victoria staged a 
week of demonstrations from 
anti-submarine warfare and 
boarding operations to dealing 
with air attack (courtesy of RAF 
Tornado jets and RN Hawks). 

Each day concluded with 
amphibious demonstrations 
staged dose to Devon port 
naval base. 

Owen's diligence 
saves lives 

THE alertness of an of licet of 
repair ship RFA Diligence and 
the swift response of his two 
shipmates saved Spanish fisher¬ 
men in the treacherous Straits of 
Gibraltar. 

Enjoying a breath of fresh air 
as the vessel passed through the 
busy waters, 2/0(E) Owen heard 
cries from the water. 

He immediately raised the 
alarm and smoke flares were 
released to help his colleagues 
identify the position the SOS 
came from. 

Meanwhile LH(D) McPhillips 
and SGI Mole had a RIB in the 
water in minutes and promptly 
rescued two men. 

The duo, Spanish fishermen 
believed to be from La Lines 
- the small town just over the 
border from Gibraltar had been 
in the water for up to four hours 
and were suffering from hypo¬ 
thermia when picked up. 

They were transferred to a 
police launch and eventually 
taken by ambulance to hospital. 



• A Harrier GR7 of BOO NAS 
deploys flares high above the 
rugged Afghan terrain 


S O HERE we are, 
800 NAS are in 
the desert on 
operations for the 
first time. 

One bright morning at 
Cottesmore the Squadron massed 
outside the hangar to begin the 
painful process of deploying, 
bags everywhere, lorries full of kit 
and people shuffling around in 
anticipation of what is to come, 
catching the last few words with 
those at home before the dreaded 
departure. 

After what seemed like at 
eternity in South Cerney, we 
were finally shipped to our Tristar 
in a plush 1970s, bright yellow 
double-decker bus that looked like 
something out of a Vietnam war 
demonstration. 

We were herded on to the 
aeroplane and after what felt like 
a week of travelling and a couple 
of hours R & R in Kabul we 
found ourselves staring sleepily at 
each other over the dull roar of a 
Hercules, 

Helmet and body armour 
donned, we made our final 
approach to Kandahar, our home 
for the next four months* 

As the doors opened we 
squinted into the bright Afghan 
sun and with the shake of a few 
hands we had arrived on ops. 

You only need a few words to 
describe the landscape that greets 
you here: barren, dusty and hot. 
No surprises there... 

The drive through the camp to 
our accommodation was a slow 
one and eye-opening to see just 
how large it was and just how many 
different nationalities it housed. 

The speed limit is lOmph due 
to the amount of dust that is 
kicked up as you go along. With all 
the American stop signs and speed 
bumps that seem to have been 
liberally strewn about the place it 
takes an eternity to get anywhere. 
The blocks we have been housed 
in are pretty good with running 
water, hot showers and not a cot 
bed in sight. 

It is a short walk to work, the 
gym and the food hall, so we 
thought we had landed on our 
feet that was until we opened the 
door and took our first lungful of 
air. 

There is a huge open sewer 
affectionately known as 4< poo 
pond” which is a stool’s throw from 
our cabins. It produces the most 
hideous, acrid smell of faeces you 
will ever encounter and depending 
on the wind directions depends on 



FOR the first time 800 Naval Air Squadron 
- motto nunquam non paratus , never 
unprepared - has deployed as an out- 
and-olit bomber squadron. LT ADAM 
HOGG provides a pilot’s eye view of 
the life of a front-line air unit in harm’s 
way. 


how much you sample* 

The ops building where we 
work out of is well equipped and 
suited perfectly to how we go 
about work. 

From the tents of a few years 
ago we are now operating in a 
hardened set of offices covered 
with aerials, satellite dishes and 
razor wire, and we even enjoy the 
delights of a DVD player and the 
internet. 

There was little time to enjoy 
such pleasures for the first few 
nights however, having been privy 
to a few 107mm mortar rounds 
that were fired into the camp 
from nearby Taliban hides almost 
nightly for the first week. 

From the moment we took over 
from the outgoing squadron we 
were in the thick of the action* 

The engineers and ground 
crew were put into full swing 
loading weapons and getting 
Lhe aircraft ready and within 
only a couple of 
days the first 
ground alert 
jets had been 
scrambled 
and weapons 
dropped in 
support of 
our troops on 
the ground. 

It has been a seamless 
transition from one 
squadron to the other and, 
by chance, we have chosen 
a time when the Taliban 
have been keeping everyone 
particularly busy. 

800 has now dropped 
more weapons in its first 
two weeks in theatre than 
any of the previous Air 
Force counterparts in recent 
times. 

The sorties out here are 
varied and busy, ranging 
from air support of a convoy 
of vehicles trying ro return 
to safe houses after an 
op e rat ion or recce ingTal ib an 
bide outs from high level to 
scrambling to support troops 
in contact almost anywhere 
in the country. 

As I write this more than 



90 per cent of the British troops 
on the ground are now Royal 
Marines, and everyday we have 
the pleasure of talking to them on 
the radio and providing protection 
and support. 

They are now established in 
almost all of the major towns in the 
Helm and valley and are ensuring 
that we maintain our strong hold 
on the area. 

Helm and is a hugely-important 
part of the country, and the fact 
that the marines have been tasked 
with controlling that area is a great 
credit to the Corps and the UK, 
They do not go unrecognised, of 
course. 

Having seen a fair amount of 
the action from the air and heard 
the voices of troops on the ground 
when they are in threatening 

situations, they are doing a 

remarkable job in extremely 
challenging conditions* 

It has to be said 
that on some 
occasions the 
requirement 
to drop bombs 
is not always 
necessary to 
ensure troops 
are safe. 

On a mission 
a couple of 
days ago some non- 
UK soldiers had been 
pinned down by fixe 
from a ridge line 
only a few hundred 
metres away, wi thou t 
the necessary radios 
to talk to us properly 
in the aircraft, and 
were unable to 
move due to their 
c o m promising 
position. 

None of the guys 
were trained to deal 
with jets on the radio and 
were in some distress, 
but die mere fact that we 
turned up and carried 
out a show of force was 
enough to stop the fire- 
fight.' 

Although I haven’t seen 
it from die ground, the sight of 




• (Above) Sunset over Kandahar and (below left) the squadron’s 
scramble 1 belt% erected appropriately in Nelson Lane 


a Harrier Hying over at 500 mph 
and at 100 feet is enough to make 
the enemy think twice and it seems 
to do the job very nicely. 

The pace of life for us in die 
cockpit can go from almost 
mundane to the most alert and 
hectic state you could imagine. 

It is a privileged view we get 
circling over die battlefield* and 
at times frustrating when you are 
forced to watch RPG rounds being 
fired into coalition positions and 
being powerless to do anything 
until you can actually find w lie re it 
is coming from, which can at times 
feel like an age. 

The greatest satisfaction 
however comes when you leave the 
area having done what you need 
to, and the voice of the guy you 
are talking to has gone from a high 
pitched scream back to normal 
and they are able to go about their 
business once again. 

It can be quite interesting to sit 
in on our daily intelligence briefing 
and see how the ground battle is 
moving and then an hour later be 
sat up over it looking into enemy 
positions which you have just been 
talking about . 

It doesn’t stop there, as a few 
hours later you then find yourself 
back on the running machine 
in the gym watching endless 
American football replays in the 
relative safety of the camp. 

We are all aware how lucky we 
are to be able to escape back to 
the airfield after die turmoil on the 
ground, but it doesn’t stop it being 
somewhat weird* 

From day to day* everyone 


is kept busy with the routine of 
operations* The engineers work 
tirelessly in the heat and dust to 
have the jets at an unbelievable 
rate of servicabilitv to cover our 24 
hours operations, and as a result 
operations and logistics (a subject 
close to my heart) are doing an 
outstanding job keeping us running 
aL full pelt from bottled water to 
the electricity that is powering my 
laptop as I write this. 

Although traditionally you 
would not find a fixed-wing Fleet 
Air Arm Squadron working out 
of a land base in the desert, it has 
assumed a surprisingly nautical 
character since our arrival. 

After a tear-jerking set of 
colours by die engineers, a battle 
ensign now flies high over our line 
hut and can probably be seen from 
space! 

Our RAF compatriots in the 
squadron have not been forgotten, 
of course, as the entrance to ops 
still bears the title “RAF Harrier 
Operations” - but I suspecL not 
for long. 

We have also caught wind of 
two ship’s hulks somewhere out 
in the desert nearby so we are in 
the process of devising a pattern so 
that we can do some deck landing 
practice in our spare time. That 
may take a long time to approve 
though,,. 

We are due to be in theatre for 
a few more months but the days 
seem to pass quickly, and I am 
sure we will be back at Cottesmore 
before we know it, preparing to go 
sea In a carrier all over again, as if 
nothing had happened. 
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Lebanon 
on and on 


LONG after the headlines 
became wrapped around 
fish and chips and TV 
journalists scurried 
back to London, 

Paris, Rome and 
elsewhere, the 
unsung work of 
HMS York off 
Lebanon has 
come to an 
end. 

For after an RN 
task force grabbed the 
headlines plucking civil¬ 
ians to safety as the Israels- 
Hezbollah conflict reached its 
bitter climax, the Portsmouth- 
based destroyer remained behind 
to enforce the peace. 

Working with a NATO task 
force, led by Admiral de Giorgio 
aboard Italian carrier Giuseppe 
Garibaldi, York has helped enforce 
a UN resolution aimed at main¬ 
taining the fragile peace in this 
troubled region. 

York has worked along¬ 
side Italian, French, Greek and 
Lebanese naval forces in attempt¬ 
ing to ensure no arms were smug¬ 
gled into Lebanon. 

Tn doing so, the task force 
challenged more than 1,000 ves¬ 
sels approaching the Lebanese 
coastline some of which were 
subsequently handed over to the 
Lebanese navy to deal with. 

The task group was very much 
a stop-gap measure while a more 
dedicated international naval and 


ground force was set up. 

And it was in Beirut that York 
and her NATO listers’ official¬ 
ly handed over responsibility 
to that new force, which 
will initially be led by the 
Germans. 

Ultimately, 15,000 
troops from across the 
globe will also be 
deployed to Lebanon 
as part of the UN 
Interim Force to 
keep the peace along 
the Lebanese-Israeli 
border. 

York originally 
departed the Solent to 
join NATO’s Standing 
Response Force, relieving 
sister HMS Nottingham in the 
Med iter ran earn 

Her chief task initially was to 
work with Allied/ffiendly navies, 
such as the Romanians, on a 
range of missions from anti-terror 
and anti-smuggling to practising 
a large-scale humanitarian relief 
operation. 

“We had little idea that the 
work we put into the exercise 
would be put to use so rapidly in 
Beirut within a matter of weeks ” 
said CO CdrTim Cry an 

York’s part in Operation 
Highbrow, the code name for 
the evacuation of civilians from 
Beirut, saw 600 people safely fer¬ 
ried to Cyprus. 

While today crew realise the 
importance of their mission, ini¬ 
tially York’s sailors - and especially 
their families were apprehensive 
about the Lebanese mission. 






f 


• Covering every angle ... The waters off Lebanon shimmer as HMS York steams through them 


Picture: LA{Phot) Ke35y Wbyt?row r FRPU Whale Island 


“Families, friends and loved 
ones have really been-through the 
mill with the amount of uncertain¬ 
ty and change to the ship’s pro¬ 
grammed said PO Tim Cord Cry, 
flight deck officer and head of the 
ship’s hotel services team. 

The ship’s most senior rating, 


Executive Warrant Officer WO 
‘Cp Smith added: “We’ve always 
tried to do out best and make sure 
that die families at home have had 
the best and most accurate infor¬ 
mation available. The new RN 
community website, the Naval 
Families Federation and the Link 


Letter scheme have proven invalu¬ 
able to us and them this year.” 

The ship’s tour of duty is 
now coming to an end (she left 
Fompey in late May, since when 
she’s steamed more than 16,000 
miles). 

York’s First Lieutenant, Lt Cdr 


Joois Howe, stressed: “It’s been a 
real privilege to be part of these 
operations from the outset and 
to play a large part in the wider 
efforts to ensure that the people 
York brought to Cyprus should 
be able to have a more stable 
future.” 
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WHILE HMS Hurworth paid her 
respects in the Aegean, the 
rather greyer waters around the 
Falklands were the setting for 
a tribute by the crew of HMS 
Dumbarton Castle. 

Twenty-five years ago HMS 
Glamorgan was struck by an 
Exocet fired from a land-based 
launch site in the final days of 
the South Atlantic campaign. 

Glamorgan is the sole ship to 
survive an Exocet attack - but it 
cost the lives of 14 of her ship’s 
company. 

Over the spot she was struck 
LS A Christie, today with HMS 
Forward, Birmingham's RNR 
unit, cast a wreath for his 


comrades - in 1982 
he was a radar rating 
aboard Glamorgan, 

Six members 
HMS Forward's ship 
company joined 
Dumbarton Castle, 
plus another half a 
dozen comrades 
from HMS Caroline, 

Northern Ireland’s 
navaE reserve unit, 
on sea training as 
the patrol ship sailed 
from the islands to Rio 
Grande do Sul in southern 
Brazil. 

This was a rare excursion 
from the Falklands for the 


guardship - and one the 
crew not surprisingly 
relished. 

After hosting a 
cocktail party in Rio 
Grande for local 
dignitaries and 
British officials, the 
sailors scattered 
throughout Brazil 
to make the most 
of their time away 
from the Falklands. 
Some’ ended up 
in Rio de Janeiro, oth¬ 
ers in the local capital of 
Porto Alegre and the mountain 
resort of Gramodi. 

And when in Brazil there’s 


only one thing to do (hit the 
beach? - Ed).,, take to the 
footbalt pitch. 

Normally restricted to five-a¬ 
side clashes against the Army 
and RAF at Mount Pleasant, 
Dumbarton Castle found herself 
asked to field two 11-strong 
squads for matches against 
local sides - not bad for a 
ship’s company of just 53. 

The Fifth NavaE District 
trounced the Castlers 7-1. 
Sport Club Rio Grande proved 
equally tough opposition. The 
professional side were so 
strong they substituted the 
entire team at half time during 
a 6-1 demolition of the sailors. 



the fallen 


TO MOST mariners the 
position 36*59’N 27WE 
means little more than 
a stretch of water off 
the Aegean island of 
Kalyrrmos. 

To the men and women of 
HMS Hurworth it is hallowed 
ground. 

For here, on October 22 
1943, die previous bearer 
of the name struck a mine 
and disappeared beneath 
the waves, taking 113 
men with her. 

Sixty-three years 
later, the minehunter 
which carries the 
Hurworth baton in 
the 21st Century 
lolled gently over 
the spot as the ship’s 
company and the son of 
the wartime destroyer’s first 
Commanding Officer and local 
civic dignitaries joined the Rev 
Andrew Hillier, chaplain of 2nd 
Mine Countermeasures Squadron, 
in a service of remembrance. 

After O M (MW) Stuart 
MacGregor, die youngest sailor 
aboard Hurworth, cast a wreath 
over the side ( pictured , left). 
Leading Diver "Burt 1 Lancaster 
and Diver Christopher Hayes 
lowered a weighted White Ensign 
into the water. 

As the crew and guests stood 
in reverence on Hurworth T s sweep 
deck, worshippers in Hurworth 
Parish Church near Darlington 
more than 1,000 miles away held 
a minute’s silence. 

In 18 months in the 
Mediterranean theatre, Hurworth 
earned six of the eight battle 
honours which today fill the 
wooden board on display in the 
minehunter. 

She took part in the Malta 
convoys, a failed attempt to put 
amphibious troops ashore at 
Rommel’s fortress Tobruk, sank 



two U-boats, supported the 
invasion of Sicily and finally met 
her fate in the Aegean. 

Hurworth left Alexandria on 
Trafalgar Day 1943 to escort 
supplies being delivered to LerOs, 
Around midnight on October 22- 
23 she and HS Adrias - formerly 
HMS Border ran into a freshly- 
laid Axis minefield. 

Adrias lost her bow, and 
a$ Hurworth closed in to 
assist the stricken ship she 
too struck a mine which 
broke the destroyer’s 
back. 

The forward 

section sank in less 
than three minutes; 
tlie stem bobbed up 
and down for another 
15 minutes before the 
Aegean closed over it. 
Eighty-five men 
survived the tragedy; 11 
were cared for by locals, the 
otliers were helped by the bravery 
of a gunner from HS Addas who 
swam for 12 hours to raise the 
alarm in a village - having first 
helped Hurworth’s wounded CO 
ashore . 

“The Royal Navy has a long 
and proud history of service in 
the Mediterranean,” said Lt Cdr 
Jason Horne, CO of the current 
Hurworth. 

“It is fitting that we remember 
those who lost their lives in Lhe 
struggle for freedom and pay 
our respects to the men of HMS 
Hurworth and HS Adrias who 
made the ultimate sacrifice,” 

As for the present Hurworth, 
the Portsmouth-based warship 
is spending four months in the 
Mediterranean testing her new 
sonar kit and operating with 
NATO forces in French and 
Turkish waters. 

After the ceremony, Hurworth 
spent two days alongside in Kos, 
the first British warship to visit the 
island since 1988, 
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A LEADING SPECIALIST IN MILITARY LAW 


• They noodle, don’t they?... When in Chinatown, you have fo eat traditional fare 


specialist legal advice 
to forces personnel 


We can also advise an: 
Employment Issues 
Family Problems 
House Purchases 
Wills 


www, wi fkinch opma n .cq. uk 

wilkin chapman 
epton blades 

solicitors 


Suffered a Military injury ? 

We deal with all lypes oF injury claim involving 
the military. 

We can assist you with your claim under the 
new ARCS and advise you on whether to 
pursue your claim in the civil courts under our 
'no win no fee' specialist military legal 
advice scheme. 


For nations - 


Police Interview/ 
Courts Martial 

Ntgel Bum and Gilbert 
Blades are welt known For 
their Courts Martial 
expertise throughout the 
UK and Europe. 


contact 
Nigel Bum or lean Butcher 
Bank Street, Lincoln LN2 1 DR 
Tel: 01522 512345 between 9am - 5.15pm 
or for Military Discipline Matters only contact 
Nigel Burn Mob: 07775 B6G608 afier 6pm 


QUESTION: What’s the 
most repetitive job in the 
RN? 

Submariner? Six hours on, six 
off* no fresh air., no windows, same 
old metal tube for two months? 

Engine room watchkeeper? 
Same old dials to stare at? 

Laundryman? Smelly 
shirts and dirty underwear 
day after day? 

How about coxswain 
H M S West m i lister? 

For three days the 
wheel on the bridge 
never moved as the 
frigate ploughed 
through the Indian 
Ocean (admittedly it 
wasn't the same cox¬ 
swain for the whole 72 
hours,.,). 

The Portsmouth-based 
frigate headed for the Malay 
peninsula on the latest stage of her 
six-month VolansOb tour of duty. 

The first part of her deploy¬ 
ment has been concentrated in the 
Arabian Gulf/Gulf of Aden region 
on and-terror duties. 

But the heart of her time 
away from Portsmouth lies in 
the Far East, notably taking the 
UK’s place in the Five Powers 
Defence Arrangements (Malaysia, 
Singapore* New Zealand and 
Australia complete the quintet). 

The crux of the long-standing 
defence agreement between the 
five nations is a regular war game 
played out on a grand scale. 

2006 was no exception* this 
time under the banner Bersama 
Padu (“Together united”)* 

Bur before Westminster took 
her place alongside Allied vessels* 
there were welcome visits to the 
rather wonderfully named Port 
Klang in Malaysia (which allowed 
sailors to head for Kuala Lumpur) 
and Sembawang in Singapore 
(where loved ones were flown out 
to join some crew as the frigate 
u nde rwe n t m a in ten a nee). 

And then for nearly three weeks 
23 warships* a submarine, ground 
forces and nearly 90 aircraft ranged 
around the Malay peninsula and 
South China Sea. 

One week was spent getting 
used to the idiosyncracies and 
different ways of operating; in 
Westminster's case, she was placed 


in charge of a mini task force 
comprising the Australian frigate 
Darwin, New Zealand 3 * Te Kaha 
and Singaporean gunboat RSS 
Sea Wolf. 

Although much of their work 
replenishing at sea* flying 
manoeuvres, towing gunfire 
support - is bread and butter 
for the individual navies, 
performing such exercises 
and serials together is less 
commonplace, and the ‘dry 
run’ proved more than 
useful for the climax 
of Bersama Padu. 

Thcre was calm 
before that storm. 
The task force 
anchored off the 
Malaysian island idyll 
of Pulau Tioman for a 
weekend of R&R, 

“The holidaymakers 
must have got a fright when 
they looked out in the morning 
to see in excess of 20 warships at 
a nchor and large n um bet s o f s a i 3 ors 
commandeering local transport to 
get to the beaches*” said Lt Cdr 
A1 M u r chic * We s tminster’s Marine 
Engineer Officer. 

Beyond providing a welcome 
location for relaxation the beach 
on the island also became a 
temporary house of worship as 
Westminsters padre Andy Duff 
conducted his Sunday service on 
the sand. 

The weekend over, the war 
began. The ‘live* phase of 
Bersama Padu was a 
non-stop succession of 
incidents and challenges 
(think ‘Thursday War*, 
but lasting for a week 
and you get the 
picture). 

The FPDA is very 
much more than 
a ‘mere* military 
agreement. Vital 
to the success 
of .Allied units 
working together is their ability 7 
to bond. 

So numerous cultural, social and 
sporting events were arranged. 

Westminster and survey ship 
HMS Echo, also on deployment 
in the area, formed a combined 
British team on the sports pitch 
for rugby 7s, 7-a-side football* 
tug-of-war and bucketball (“like 


netball but a bit less friendly”) 
among other sports, 

New p Zealand were declared 
winners of this ‘Olympiad 3 * four 
points ahead of the RN. 

We should also give a special 
mention to Westminster’s Lis John 
Gunter and Steve Talbot for their 
performance in the table tennis. 

The ping pong duo prepared 
for the contest by converting 
the frigate’s wardroom table 
into a makeshift table tennis 
‘court" (which must have made 
for interesting matches in rough 
waters). 

After the sport came the social 
event: chefs from the various 
countries produced national dishes 
(in Britain’s case Lancashire hot 
pot, Cornish pasties, homemade 
chutney s and, perhaps more 
surprisingly, a wheat sheaf). 

1 1 was then time for some 
national entertainment (please 
not morris dancers - Ed). 

Well, it had to be the Hornpipe 
and Heart of Oak (phew - Ed) 
from the Brits, the Kiwis 
characteristically performed the 
haka while the Aussies plumped 
for the ’80s hit Down Under. 

“This deployment has been a 
tremendous example of what the 
Royal Navy is all about: hard work 
with operations, major exercises, 
and very high profile diplomacy 
visits to exciting countries* all 
countered by hard .j>lay during 
our periods off duty?^ said CO 
Cdr David Fields, 

“It’s good to see my 
ship’s company rising to 
the challenges of each of 
these aspects with IDO 
per cent enthusiasm 
and effort,” 

After a closing 
ceremony, the frigate 
left Malaysian 
i-ppa FJPjg waters and 

L_J kslO headed east. 

The turbulent 
political situation 
in Bangkok ruled our a visit to 
Thailand, unfortunately. 

Instead,Westminster headed for 
the Japanese island of Okinawa 
on the first round of a diplomacy/ 
defence sales tour of the Far East, 
She is due to visit South Korea, 
China, Brunei, Indonesia and 
Saudi Arabia before returning 
home next month. 


• Well, you’d look stern if you 
had to climb to the top of that ... 
(Above) Two sailors pose at the 
foot of the Petronas Towers in 
Kuala Lumpur 

• Chain gang... (Flight) Sailors 
sweat under the South China 
Sea sun as they toil with 
Westminster’s anchor gear 


Pictures: LA(Phot) 
Brian Douglas, FRPU 
Whale Island 


and for glory 
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SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY No.612 


Frost-free for ice-cream frigate 



> HMS Cornwall at anchor off Fowey ; known as the 1 ice-cream frigate ' because of her F(lake)99 pennant number 


T HERE was no icy 
reception for frigate 
HMS Cornwall in her 
recent tour of the 
Baltic states. 

Back in the UK at the start of 
this month, the Type 22 has had 
a busy six weeks, involved in a 
i wo-wee k mu Itinationa 1 exerc is e 


Facts and 
Figures 


Class: Type 22 frigate 
Pennant Number; F99 
Builder: Yarrow Shipbuilders Ltd 
Launched: October 14 1985 
Commissioned: April 23 1988 
Displacement: 5,400 tonnes 
Length: 148,10 metres 
Beam: 14.74 metres 
Draught: 6.4 metres 
Speed: Approx 30 knots 
Complement: 270 men and 
women 

Propulsion: Two Rolls Royce 
Spey main gas turbines; two 
Rolls Royce Tyne cruise gas 
turbines 

Sensors: Type 1007 high 
definition surface radar; type 
967/968 surveillance radars: type 
911 Sea Wolf tracker radars; 
1014/1015 tFF radars; UAT(6) 
electronic surveillance system; 
type 2050 medium range active 
sonar; general purpose electro- 
optical director (GPEOD) 
Armament: GWS 60 (Harpoon) 
missile system; GWS 25 
(Seawolf) missile system; 4*51neh 
medium range gun; Goalkeeper 
close-in weapon system; close 
range weapons system (20mm 
guns) 

Aviation: Two Lynx helicopters 
carrying Sea Skua anti-ship 
missiles; Stingray torpedoes; 
depth charges; general purpose 
machine guns 
Generation: Four TMW 
generators powered by Paxman 
Valenta 12 cylinder diesel engines 


Danex 06, and visits to Denmark, 
Estonia, Russia and Poland. 

A weekend visit to festival- 
thronged Aarhus was the prelude 
to two weeks in the Baltic on 
Danex 06. 

HMS Cornwall was the only 
British ship participating, along¬ 
side some 35 other ships from six 
different nations. 

The exercise put the ships 
through their paces in protecting 
against terrorist attacks, provid¬ 
ing disaster relief and evacuating 
civilians. 

The frigate only returned 
to the Fleet at the start of the 
year after four months in refit in 
Devonport. 

HMS Cornwall was the first 
and trial ship to take on the new 
style of operational sea training 
in the first half of the year, before 
plunging into Exercise Neptune 
Warrior in June. 

The name Cornwall has been 
established within the Royal Navy 
since 1692* 

The first warship to bear the 
name was an 80-gun third rate. 
This ship was twice rebuilt, in 
Rotherhithe and Deptford, and 
after a period of retirement saw 
service in the Spanish War in 
1742, then in the West Indies* Her 
career ended as a prison ship until 
ultimately broken up in 1761* 

The career of die 74-gun third 
rate was shorter than her pred¬ 
ecessor, Built as. Deptford in 1761, 
the ship served in the Channel 
until the end of the Seven Years' 
War in 1763, then headed off to 
America. 

The warship was badly dam¬ 
aged in action against the French 
off Martinique in 1780 a month 
later she was judged too badly 
damaged, and burnt in St Lucia. 

The name almost flickered into 
existence once more in 1807 as 


a name for the captured Heir 
Apparent, but in the end it was 
not used* 

The third Cornwall was anoth¬ 
er 74-gun third rate, built once 
more in Deptford and completed 
in 1812. 1 _ 

She worked in the Channel 
Fleet for the next two years until 
the end of the Napoleonic War. 

Modified in 1831 to a single 
gun-deck of 50 larger guns, she 
never saw active service again. 


Instead in 1859 she was loaned 
to die London Association for use 
as a juvenile reformatory school, 
then swapped names with HMS 
Wellesley in 1868 to become a 
training ship on the Tyne. The 
former Wellesley took over the 
reformatory school duties as HMS 
Cornwall* 

This Cornwall lasted on the 
Thames until World War 2, when 
a German bomb sunk her. 

The next HMS Cornwall also 


had a run-in with the Germans, 
but the 9,000-ton armoured cruis¬ 
er of 1902 survived her World 
War 1 role against the enemy 
fleet oil West Africa, the Falklands, 
Gallipoli, the East Indies and the 
China Station. She became a con¬ 
voy escort between the UK and 
Canada from 1917 and paid off 
two years later. 

The penultimate Cornwall, 
launched in Devonport in 1926, 
served on the China Station until 


the start of World War 2 when she 
joined the East Indies fleet. 

After working in several theatres 
of operation around the world, die 
heavy cruiser joined the Eastern 
Fleet off Ceylon in 1942. 

In early April Cornwall and 
her sister ship Dorsetshire were 
sighted by Japanese aircraft, they 
were swiftly overwhelmed by some 
50 dive-bombers that sank both 
ships in moments - 190 of a crew 
of 650 were lost* 
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HEROES OF THE ROYAL NAVY No.31 


Capt Frederick Thornton Peters 


NOVEMBER 1942, 

Operation Torch. A 
battered and partially- 
blinded man walks 
through the North 
African port of Oran 
- Captain Frederick 
Thornton Peters, sur¬ 
vivor of the suicidal 
charge of HMS Walney 
and Hartland. 

“His bearing was 
most admirable when 
he subsequently led 
his surviving officers 
and men, conducted as 
prisoners through the 
streets to prison, many 
of them wounded, 
soaked in oil fuel and 
barefooted*" 

One of the oldest 
recipients of the Victoria 
Cross, the Canadian 
Frederick Thornton 
Peters VC, DSO, DSC 
and bar had led an 
interesting career up to 
this point. 

His initial career in the Royal Navy began as 
a boy of 15 in 1904, and ended in 1913 when 
he left stating that ‘his family's coffers needed 
filling 1 . 

in September 1914 he was back in the Senior 
Service, winning a DSO for galiantry during 
the Battle of Dogger Bank in 1915, and was 
awarded the DSC in 1918. 

With the end of hostilities Peters received a 
plum posting to HMS Queen Elizabeth, flag¬ 
ship of the Home Fleet. But he retired from the 
Service once more before he took It up. 

He returned to Canada. He apparently sold 
boots to the Russians. He grew cocoa on the 
Gold Coast. 

Then war drums beat once more, and Peters 
rejoined the Navy, promptly netting a bar to his 
DSC in 1940 as CO of anti-submarine trawler 
HMS Thirlmere. 

In 1941 Peters became head of the school 
for secret agents at Brie ken don bury Hall, and 
he figures in the autobiography of the infamous 
spy Kim Phrlby* 

Peters, the dynamic Naval captain, was not 
suited to the spying world. When he called 
PhiEby and Guy Burgess to his office to tell 
them that he had resigned the post, Philby 
wrote: “He was dearly happy to be going back 


to his little ships after 
his brief baptism of 
political fire.” 

Peters’ dash and 
courage were far better 
suited to his final Naval 
role - Operation Torch, 
the Allied landings in 
North Africa. 

On November 8, 
1942, Acting Captain 
Frederick Thornton 
Peters in the former 
US Coast Guard cutter 
HMS Walney, accompa¬ 
nied by HMS Hartland, 
broke through the 
harbour boom that 
protected the North 
African port of Oran. 

The ships were bris¬ 
tling with US Rangers 
and specialists to take 
over the harbour’s 
operations* 

But this was a head¬ 
long dash into the 
harbour’s shore batter¬ 
ies, and the guns of a 
French cruiser and a destroyer, La Surprise and 
Epervier. 

Peters was the only one of 17 men on 
Walney’s bridge to survive, although at the cost 
of one of his eyes. 

The cutter reached the jetty and pulled up 
beside the French warship Epervier, the Rangers 
burst out, and released from her death-charge 
Walney, shattered by gunfire, exploded into 
flames and sank. 

Hartland fared worse - from the company of 
the two ships, 270 men were killed. 

Peters and his few survivors were taken pris¬ 
oner by the Vichy forces, and marched dishev¬ 
elled and covered in fuel through the port city 
to the prison* 

On November 10 Allied forces overtook Oran 
and released the prisoners. Peters was carried 
through the streets where the citizens hailed 
him with flowers according to his Victoria Cross 
citation. 

But the story ends sadly after the triumphal 
march through north African streets. 

On his way home on Friday November 13 
Peters 1 plane crashed into the Plymouth Sound 
at the entrance to the dockyard* 

The body of this most unconventional Naval 
officer was never recovered. 
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T HE Future Lynx is a 
creature of the desert 
and the mountains, ide¬ 
ally suited to the hot and 
high conditions of expedi¬ 
tionary warfare. 

This cousin to the Navy's cur¬ 
rent Lynx helicopter is taking 
shape under the guiding hands 
of AgustaWestland and MOD 
experts in Yeovil ton, 

The FLynx - as it is currently 
abbreviated while the military 
consider a suitably feisty name 
-- will arrive in two closely-related 
forms, grey and green tor the 
Navy and the Army. 

Capt David Evans, head of the 
Lynx IPT (Integrated Project 
Team), said: “The advantage is 
it's a very similar aircraft for both 
the Army and the Navy. 

“They are both ‘marmised’, 
and they are both fit for the 
battlefield. 

‘And that’s a real win, that 
we’ye taken two very differ¬ 
ent requirements from the 
Army and the Navy - but 
here we are with one prod¬ 
uct that can satisfy both. ’ 

And it's important to remember 
that while current orders for the 
FLynx weight the greater number 
towards the Army, the Naval air¬ 
crew of 847 Naval Air Squadron 
currently flv the Army's Lvnx 
Mk7. 

Seventy Lynx have been ordered 
split 40:30 between the Services 
with options on another ten. 

The current. Lynx fleet stands 
at 166,, but before the drop in 
numbers causes a sharp intake 
of breath, Capt Evans explained; 
“We are going to produce a small¬ 
er number of much more capable 
aircraft. 

“This new generation of aircraft 
will have a much better opera¬ 
tional capability and will be able 
to fly more hours per year." 

FLynx will not balk at the 
environmental challenges of 
hot and high in places like 
the Guff and Afghanistan - 
parts of the world for which 
the Cold-War conceived 
Lynx was not designed. 

“The dominant change to 
achieve that is the engine, the 
Lin EC CTS8O0 " said Capt 
Evans, 

This engine has already proven 
its worth in the Super Lynx air¬ 
craft, flown by nations like Oman 
where hot and high is everyday 
business. 

“The next step forward is a 
completely new design and con¬ 
struction of the fuselage, so vve are 
debugging all of the tricky areas. 

“We will have a fuselage manu¬ 
factured with all of the up^to-date 
techniques rather than the thou¬ 
sands of rivets technology' that, we 
have employed for years. 

“The Lynx is unusual because 
its fuselage actually has a fatigue 
life - a bit like fixed wing aircraft, 
“The old aircraft had a finite 
life. We have a design that can 
almost double flying hours." 


The Lynx is sharpening its claws, narrowing its 
eyes and raising its hackles. In ten years time, the 
Royal Navy will be operating with the Future Lynx 
- the next generation of maritime helicopter. The 
Fleet Air Arm will be flying a Lynx aircraft that will 
be sharper, tougher and more talented than any 
that we have already seen. 


This new design has a much 
stronger lift capability and can 
stay in service longer. 

Capt Evans stressed: “It’s 
got to be more reliable, and 
more maintainable - there¬ 
fore our front line should 
be enjoying a much better 
product, 11 

An improved tail rotor will offer 
better handling at low speed and 
maximum speed for the aircrews. 

And engineers and ground crew 
are nor forgotten with a huge 
amount of effort going into sup¬ 
porting reliability and maintain¬ 
ability, learning from the current 
aircraft and debugging where 
needed. 

The Navy’s grey rotor craft will 
be further enhanced with a 360“ 
scanning digital colour radar sys¬ 
tem to best equip the helicopter 
for its maritime surveillance role. 
“The maritime FLynx will be 





• Artist's impression of the Future Lynx as the Army's Battlefield 
Reconnaissance Helicopter 


able to search, identify and target 
using either its guns or missiles." 

Capt Evans said: “I am delight¬ 
ed that the way ahead for the 
future is the next generation of the 
proven Lynx family, 

“This is a more capable, reliable 
and maintainable aircraft, with 
better performance," 

The reality of FLynx is rushing 
upon us. The first FLynx trials 
aircraft will be in the skies over 
Somerset within three years. 

In ten years the first FLynx (or 
whatever suitable name has been 
chosen) will be starting to operate 
with the Navy, 

In 15 years the Services will 
be entirely flying the Lynx's new 
relative. 

Capt Evans concluded: “This is 
excellent news for the front line, 
the MOD and industry. We are 
working together to deliver to the 
front-line user what they need for 
exp ed i tiona rv cap a bil ity " 



'T - 
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• The Naval variant of the Future Lynx hovers over the back of a frigate in this artist’s impression 



The Band of HM Royal 
Marines School of Music 

plays the world’s finest marches; the 
best British, American, French, German 
and Austrian composers that have 
thrilled audiences for generations. 
O/d Comrades, Tannhauser, The 
British Grenadiers, National Emblem, 
Under The Double Eagle, Army and 
Marine, On The Square f Blue Devils, 
The Champion, Glorious Victory ; 
Espaha, Le Pern de la Victoire, The 
Gladiators’Fareweif, The Dashing White 
Serjeant , Alla Marcia , March Militaire 
Frangaise, The Soldiers' Chorus from 
‘Faust, and others. Really stunning, 
foot-tapping stuff. Sir Vivian Dunn 
conducts: 21 tracks, 76 minutes 


Compact Disc £12,00 incl p+p (worldwide) 

Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection - most major credit cards also accepted 
Easlney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN 

Tel: +44'-(0)208-G73-G157; Fax: +44-(0)207-772-9545; Email: eastneycol@aol.com 

www.eastneycollection.com 



Look forward to being debt free: 


Up to 80% of 
your debt 
written off 

r 

Only pay what 
^ou can afford 

Be debt free in 
60 months 


l^reditors will 
stop chasing yoy 

w The service is 
completely FREE 

If Absolute 
confidentiality 
guaranteed 


“ When you realise there’s 
someone who really can help, 
its like waking up from a 
bad dream,” 


Leading Hand James Bentley, 
Newcastle 


Don’t let debt ruin your career. Call Accuma 
now for the answer to get you DEBT FREE! 


No matter how serious the debt, 
there’s always a way out. Even the 
worst situations can be sorted 
without bankruptcy. 

At Accuma, we have a range of 
solutions including Individual 
Voluntary Arrangements - iVA’s. 


With our help you can save your career, 
be debt free in 60 months and get up 
to 80% of your debt written off. 


To write off your debts and save your career 

call 08000 43 4 ° 

visit: www.accumaforces.co.uk 
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• Sacred duty(above) the RN’s battle standard is attached to the wreck of HMS E49 and (right) don’t 
even think about coming in here... two fiercedooking crabs guard their home on the encrusted wreck 
ofHMSE49 


O N the evening 
of September 3 
1939, the 13,000- 
ton liner Athenia 
was slowly making her way 
through the North Atlantic 
bound for Montreal, 

As her 1,000-plus passengers 
finished their evening meals, the 
ship was rocked by an explosion. 
Within minutes, the Atlantic 
dosed over the liner and first 
blood had been drawn in the U- 
boat wan 

Athenia*s sinking became an 
international incident, but 25 
years earlier a far more, grandiose 
vessel met her fate in Scottish 
waters - and the Admiralty wasn’t 
keen to publicise in 

She wasn’t torpedoed, she didn’t 
fall victim to German guns. 

She fell victim lq bad navigation, 
ploughing into a rock. 

There's not much left of 
RMS Oceanic 90 years on from 
her grounding on Foil la in the 
Shetl ands. 

Rut that doesn't stop the divers 
of the Naval Air Command Sub- 
Aqua Club taking a look. 

The annua! two-week expedition 
by the divers - despite the club's 
title, most are not airmen these 
days -- took the explorers to the 
waters of Shetland. 

The ambitious exped had wide- 
ranging aims from diving on well- 
known wrecks to raising money 
for charity, finding a Dutch wreck, 
helping wreck experts update their 
files and, finally, placing the RN 
battle flag on hallowed ground. 

First up for the ten frogmen 
was Foula, the westernmost island 
in the Shetlands, and the wreck of 
the Oceanic. 

The 15-year-old liner earned 
the tag the other Tit ante 1 
after she ran aground on a 
reef thanks to a calamitous 
mix-up by the bridge team 
- half merchant sailors and 
half RN personnel. 

She had been hurriedly 
converted into a merchant cruiser 
aL the war’s outbreak and the 
prefix RMS replaced by HMS. 

Oceanic was perched high 
and dry for almost a month as 
frantic salvage efforts tried to save 
her before a storm blew up and 
wrecked her. 

Many of her remains were 
eventually salvaged in the 1970s 
- RN divers in the ’20s had 
claimed she was ‘undiveable* given 
the equipment of the day - but 
there is enough left on the seabed 
for intrepid sub aqua experts to 
inspect. 

“Most of us managed to explore 
the boilers and tire fire box tunnels 
were large enough that divers 
were pushed through as each 
wave passed over the reef above,” 
said expedition leader CPO Steve 
Jackson (HMS Sultan), 

“The pieces of wreckage are 
very large - the plates that made 
up the ship’s side were distorted 


out of all recognition though. 

“Some of the divers reported 
two massive anchor winches next 
to a large rock the size of a house. 
Was it the rock that the ship 
foundered on? WeTl never know;’ 

While the wreck of the Oceanic 
bears little resemblance to the 
once-majestic liner, the remains of 
submarine HMS E49 are instantly 
recognisable. 

She fell victim to a German 
mine off the uninhabited island of 
Huney, near Unst, in the spring 
of 1917. 

“As die divers descended the 
shot line into the gloom, a black 
cigar shape could be made out in 
the distance,” said Steve, 

The remains of the boat lie half- 
buried in the sand; the divers' first 
act was to fix a White Ensign to 
the official war grave. 

Caught by the tide, it ‘fluttered’ 
gently beneath die waves. 

Next up was some charitable 
work. 

The divers headed For the 
wonderfully-named isle of Muckle 
Flugga to dive the most northerly 
point in the UK, the Out Stack, 
raising more than £700 for 
Me neap in die process. 

The good deed done, it was 
back to die wrecks, this time the 
SS Tonis Chandris. 

The merchantman is one 
of the manifold victims of this 
treacherous coastline, lying close 
to Vere rock. 

She remains an impressive sight, 
65 years after it sank. 

“Ids so large and spread out that 
it took several dives to explore - 
the massive engine stands directly 
upright and the ship’s bollards 
could be identified, although 
they’re heavily encrusted,” said 
Steve, 

“Amazingly die sun shone that 
day and as the sunlight penetrated 
the waves, die visibility in the 
water became similar to the Red 
Sea.” (Probably not as warm 
though - Ed.) 

Not all the dives were successful. 
The team searched in vain lor 
the 25 cannon of HMS Pylades, 
tossed over the side to prevent her 
foundering, while drifts of sand 
probably hid the wreck of the SS 
Jane. 

An angry lobster {made 
angrier by having just one 
ciaw apparently) helped 
to thwart efforts to find 
the 18th-Century Dutch 
merchantman Rijnenburg. 

"All in all it was a very successful 
expedition,” said Steve. 

“All of our aims were achieved 
and the Information we gathered 
will be passed on to wrecks officers 
at the Hydrographic Office and 
the Nautical Archeological Society’ 
as part of their ‘WreckMap’ 
Britain project to update charts 
of the UK’s waters.” (Oceanic, for 
example, lies a quarter of a mile 
from her charted position.) 

More decals on the Sub Aqua 
Club on 01752 405573. 


• Carrying a torch (top) Li Scott Maxwell peers through the green gloom and (above) after 60 years 
below the two rather sinister-looking bollards on the wreck of merchantman SS Tonis Chandris have 
assumed the form of crosses 


Between a 
wreck and a 
hard place 

HMS E49: Having sailed from 
Balta Sound, the boat had 
only travelled a short distance 
when she struck a mine laid by 
German submarine UC76; the 
blast blew her bow off and she 
sank with all hands. 

RMS/HMS Oceanic: A former 
White Star liner, the ship was 
converted to an armed merchant 
cruiser at the outbreak of war 
and fitted with a 4.7in gun. It 
was all to no avail as she struck 
the “terrible Shaafds” as a result 
of a navigational error whilst 
patrolling waters between the 
Shetlands and Faeroes. 

SS Tonis Chandris: a former 
German steamer bought by a 
Greek shipping firm. Carrying a 
cargo of iron ore, she tried to 
outrun a U-boat on January 10 
1940 and ran straight into rocks 
off Unst. 


wrecks 
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MORE than six decades after the guns 
fell silent in Europe, the legacy of the 
cataclysm of Hitler and Stalin's titanic 
struggle lingers, 

‘lingers 5 is perhaps a rather mellow verb to 
describe the work of HMS Middleton which has been 
blasting her way through northern waters. 

The Hunt-class minehunter joined 26 warships 
from 14 nations for Exercise Open Spirit, a major 
sweep through the waters off Estonia in the Gulf of 
Finland, 

Between them the Kriegsmarine and the Red 


Fleet laid an estimated 80,000 mines in mine hunters and divers, the force also 

the Hattie and approaches to the Gulf deployed four robot drones to find the 

of Finland during World War 2; many ji,. 1 'nmT^Wtt decaying ordnance on the seabed, 

remain in the water. Middleton's diving team left the 

But the ordnance dumped in the British warship behind for Open 

region in some instances dates back to Spirit, operating instead from Dutch 

the Crimean War (despite its name, die minehunter Harlaam. 

conflict also saw British warships in action “Working with other NATO dive teams 

in the Baltic and Gulf of Finland). has been an interesting and enjoyable 

The force sent in to deal with this legacy experience,” said Leading Diver Mike 

ordnance comprised ships from Belgium, ^ Ripley. 

Germany, Denmark, Finland, the Baltic “It's also allowed our younger divers their first 

states, and Russia inter aim. Beyond traditional taste of dive’ mine ops." 


Those live ops' saw 119 mines discovered, 53 of 
which were dealt with using charges either laid by 
divers or robot submersibles. 

On an interesting historical note, the force found 
the wrecks ofWW2-era aircraft beneath the waves! 
the details of these relics have been passed on to 
die German and Russian authorities for further 
investigation. 

Middleton has deployed with NATO's Standing 
Mine Countermeasures Group 1, a force of nine 
mineswe ep ers/h unters, 

She will stay with die force until December when 
she returns to Portsmouth, 
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WHITE ENSIGN 
ASSOCIATION 


provides advice on: 

personal administration & finance, 

and 

resettlement & employment 

UNBIASED, CONFIDENTIAL & FREE 


020 7407 8658 
>: 9621 81945 


HMS BELFAST, TooJey Street, London SE1 2JH 
Fax: 020 7357 6298 


WEA Representatives conduct briefings/interviews regularly at 
Establishments [bookings taken through Resettlement/Education 
CentresJ r and 


by appointment onboard HM Ships. 


A Naval Charity for ALL 


service and ex-service personnel of 
the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, QARNNS, and their Reserves 


Prayer 


SAILORS sometimes seem a tough, cynical lot on 
the surface, but most of them like the reassurance of 
having a chaplain in their ship. ‘Top Bish’ - Chaplain 
of the Fleet the Venerable John Green - explains to 

SARAH FLETCHER why that is. 


W AR and God may 
seem unlikely 
bedfellows. 

Mars is the master of death, 
destruction, the Almighty is the 
creator, the benevolent, the giver 
of life* 

Yet rarely do thoughts of God, 
belief, existence, matters of life and 
death as Powell and Pressburger 
so neatly described them, come to 
the fore as they do in time of war, 
“War and conflict have a won¬ 
derful habit of concentrating the 
mind,” the Venerable John Green 
succinctly puts it. 

Indeed, minds presently are 
especially concentrated. Around 
3,000 Royal Marines, sailors 
and Fleet Air Arm personnel are 
deployed to Afghanistan where for 
the next five months they will hold 
the right of the line in the struggle 
against insurgents. 

Their constant rocks will be five 
Naval chaplains. 

"Many of those young Royal 
Marines out there now are seri- 
ously contemplating issues of life 
and death - perhaps for the first 
time,” the Chaplain of the Fleet 
con Li nued „ " Dan gerou s s itua tions 
make people think.” 

Where Jack, Jenny and Royal 
goes, so does "bishJ - the most 
common of the affectionate nick' 
names given to the Navy’s 72 
chaplains. 

“The chaplain shares the lot of 
the people he or she is working 
with, but is not one of them,” Mr 
Green explained. 

“As a chaplain you are not com¬ 
pletely at home anywhere, you’re 


not quite Royal Navy but not just 
church, you wear both hats, and 
both sides can be suspicious of 
you.” 

That ‘not quite Royal Navy 1 sta¬ 
tus is born of the fact that Naval 
chaplains, unlike their Army coun¬ 
terparts? have no rank. They are 
outside the chain of command. 
Their remit is to "meet die 
needs of other faiths and none,” so 
the level of care they offer is nor 
dependent on the religion or be¬ 
liefs of Lhe person receiving ir. 

"We work with lots of people for 
whom religion is irrelevant,” said 
Mr Green. "But by looking after 
people and serving them, by going 
further than you have to go, you 
can raise questions in their minds. 

"Religion is not about 
believing incomprehensible 
things in order to escape 
from the harsh realities of 
life. It’s about wrestling 
with them to understand 
its incomprehensibilities. 
Bland theological answers 
won’t do." 

The Chaplain of the Fleet has 
done plenty of service at the sharp 
end, although as die Navy’s most 
senior chaplain and figurehead, 
his duties are now mainly advisory 
and representational. 

When he became Chaplain of 
die Fleet in March, he took over 
a review of the chaplaincy service 
which will report its findings next 
spring. 

Already, he has found a ground- 
swell of support for the Naval 
Chaplaincy to stay much as it is. 
He said: “At a Commanding 


BLACK SWAN CLASS 1943 

Replica representative model, measuring 10.5”, hand cast in metal and hand painted, 
presented on a wooden plinth 12” x 3” with brass nameplate and hand made gift box, 
HMS BLACK SWAN, FLAMINGO, ERNE, IBIS, WHIM BREL, WILD GOOSE, WOODCOCK, 
WOODPECKER, WREN, ACTAEON, ALACRITY, AMETHYST, CHANTICLEER, CRANE, CYGNET, 
HART, HIND, KITE, LAPWING, LARK, MAGPIE, MERMAID, MODESTE, NERE1DE, OPOSSUM, 
PEACOCK, PHEASANT, REDPOLL, SNIPE, SPARROW and HMS STARLING (PICTURED) 


lb order your model send your name, address and daytime telephone number, 
along with your cheque or credit card details ( visa/mastercard) to: 

Skytrex Ltd, Unit I Charnwood Business Park, North Road, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire LEll 1LE Teh 01509 213789 Fax: 01509 230874 
email: sales@skytrex,com www-skyTrex.com 
PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


• Lef there be light... Chaplain of the Fleet The Ven John Green blesses patrol ship HMS Clyde at her naming ceremony 

Picture: LA(Pfcot) Mike Handy. FRPU WhaEe Island 


to make sure we are not wasting 
our efforts. 

If the number of chaplains 
were cut, professional counsel¬ 
lors could take over much of the 
pastoral work, but as the Chaplain 
of the Fleet explains? the service 
wouldn't be the same. 

"What we offer is unique,” Mr 
Green said. “A professional coun¬ 
sellor might, help people from 
nine-to-five? but with us you are 
getting someone whose whole life 
is utterly about service.” 

The Chaplain of the Fleet’s own 
spiritual journey began in 1953? 
when he was born in London’s 
Docklands. 

He said: "Fd been brought up 
in the Hast End of London and 
my family went to all the usual 
wedding? baptisms, and funerals? 
but we were not otherwise a 
church-going family. 

“My mother had a strong? if 
unconventional faith? and taught 
me to say my prayers every night. 
1 can’t think of a time when God 
wasn’t real to me. 

“But die re was no magic mo¬ 
ment, no Damascus road conver¬ 
sion. People come to faith in all 
kinds of ways? and the sudden 
flash of light is probably the least 
typical” 

There was, perhaps, a Toad to 
Damascus 7 moment for his Royal 
Navy conversion. 

As a parish priest in 
Hertfordshire he became involved 
with a Sea Cadet unit in St 
Albans. 

"I knew how to tie knots? so I 


would teach the youngsters, and 
after a while I became like a mas¬ 
cot to them. I would go on week¬ 
end training and they would say 
to other units ‘don’t you have a 
chaplain too? 7 

“I went on courses with them 
and they even made me a chap¬ 
lain’s cap. T took to it like a duck 
to water, and the area officer said 
I should do It full-time. And the 
rest, as they say, is history.” 

John Green joined die Navy in 
1991 and enjoyed his initial train¬ 
ing at Dartmouth. 

l T took all the marching up and 
down and shouting in my stride. 
And when it came to sea-time lat¬ 
er, I always enjoyed it?” he said. 

The hop bish’ is acutely aware 
of the problems separation brings 
for his chaplains. 

"One of my priorities in this 
job is to look after the families of 
chaplains,” he said. 

"The separation from family 
was very hard to bear. My wife 
Jan and I don’t do separation very 
well - not many people do. I did 
question whether married life with 
two small children was compatible 
with me serving at sea, 

“I seriously thought about leav¬ 
ing? but we talked it through and 
I decided to stay. I think the fact 
that Jan knew I did put her first 
and wus prepared to leave was a 
deciding factor,” 

He added: “I like chatting to 
sailors? I like their sense of humour 
and their approach to life. But go¬ 
ing to sea is one of those things 
where it’s possible to feel happy 


and sad at the same time.” 

Naval chaplains often face dif¬ 
ficult situations? particularly in 
combat, which challenge the faith 
of those around them - and some¬ 
times their own too, 

“I have been angry with God, 
I have even given Him the cold 
shoulder* But I have never thought 
He is not there,” Mr Green ex¬ 
plained, 

"There are moments of im¬ 
mense loneliness in die middle of 
all the hustle? and it demands a 
certain amount of strength.” 

After a varied career at sea 
with small ships? destroyers and 
Ark Royal during the 2003 Iraq 
war, today his sea days are mostly 
over. 

But still takes as many services 
as he can, even sometimes playing 
the organ for the closing hymn? as 
he did at a service for the Sea Ca¬ 
dets in Whale Island in October, 
or donning a microphone for a hi- 
tech multimedia naming of HMS 
Clyde. 

One of his principal aims is 
to form a Royal Naval Reserve 
Chaplains* Branch? with the same 
recruitment criteria as regular 
chaplains? but with a remit to 
backfill posts rather than deploy. 

Most of all, he wants to provide 
the Navy with a motivated fam¬ 
ily of chaplains who arc happy in 
their work and dedicated to die 
needs of everyone, 

"Most good chaplains end up 
putting up with an awful lot of 
things, but you’re called to do it, 
and we do it willingly?” he said. 


Officers’ seminar in. Devonport 
the unanimous message was "we 
don’t want you to be radical Your 
value is being there and having 
time for us.’ 

“And certainly, people who have 
driven ships tel! me .there is never 
a question of why the chaplain is 
there - especially at sea,” 

He added: “But the Royal Navy 
has changed so much that we need 
to look at where our chaplains are, 
and where they are most needed? 
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CEREMONIES up and down the land 
marked the first presentations of the 
longed-for Arctic Emblem - the 
official badge which honours 
the sacrifices made by the 
men of the Russian convoys six 
decades ago. 

Arguably the most bitter of all the 
campaigns Allied sailors fought in between 
1039 and 1945, the convoys were never 
officially recognised by the Government when it 
presented medals post-wan 

The Atlantic Star was originally presented to 
veterans of the Russian runs, which ferried vital aid 
to the Soviet Union for four years after the Nazi 
invasion. 

Survivors, led by retired Cdr Eddie Grenfell from 
Havant, had long argued that the campaign deserved 
separate official recognition as its aims were entirely 
different - as were the challenges the men faced. 

Between 1941 and 1945 126 merchantmen and 
warships were sunk, but the convoys succeeded 
in delivering 12,755 ranks, 22,200 aircraft, nearly 
400,000 trucks and four million tons of ammunition 
to our former allies. 


i&AKcf? 


/ 4 


After a ten-year campaign for a specific medal, 
Whitehall agreed to cast an Arctic ‘emblem 1 - known 
by veterans as the ‘Arctic Star 5 - the first of which 
^ were handed out last month. 

Veterans’ minister Derek Twigg 
attended a ceremony aboard HMS Belfast 
- herself a survivor of the Barrie of the North 
\ Cape and among the recipients of the first 
emblems - presenting the longed-for medals to 
“a special group of men". 

Cdr Grenfell was delighted. “It is wonderful 
that we have received the official recognition we 
have always wanted. 

“This is one of the happiest days of my life7" 

In Portsmouth, Naval Base Commander Cdre 
David Steel presided over a ceremony for half a dozen 
veterans, as did Rear Admiral Philip Wilcocks, Flag 
Officer Scotland Northern England and Northern 
Ireland, aboard HMS Ark Royal in Rosyth, and 
Cdre John M ad g wick, the RN4 Regional Officer for 
Northern England, at HMS Eaglet in Liverpool. 

Veterans and their families are entitled to the 
emblems. See www.veteransagency.mod.uk/ 
medal s/arti c.html (they spelled it incorrectly - Ed) 
or write to MOD RN Medals, Building 250, RAF 
Inns worth, Gloucester, GL3 1EZ for details of 
criteria and how to apply. 


Civic honours for 
Scott and Exeter 


JIMMY Carter. The Prince of Wales. Field 
Marshal Montgomery. William Gladstone. 

HMS Scott. 

Yes, the hydrographic survey ship 
has joined the luminaries who enjoy 
the Freedom of the City of Swansea 
following a civic ceremony in Wales. 

After nine years’ close ties between 
the ship and the port, city leaders 
decided to bestow their highest 
honour upon the Devonport-based 
vessel. 

And so it was that an official scroll 
was presented to the ship’s company 
by Lord Mayor Clir Chris Holley; the sartors 
promptly marched through the city streets with 
bayonets fixed and Colours flying, while the Band 
of HM Royal Marines provided suitable musical 
accompaniment. 

“Every time we come to Swansea, we 
are overwhelmed by the warmth of the 
reception from local people," said Cdr Steve 
Malcolm, Scott’s Commanding Officer. 

“Despite the fact that Scott often 
deploys for over 90 per cent of the 
year, there’s always time to keep 
the thriving affiliation we enjoy with 
Swansea alive and well," 

That warm reception was certainly 
extended on this occasion with 
Swansea residents eager to shake the 
hands of sailors and welcome them to 


their city. 

‘There is oniy a handful of people 
who have the Freedom of Swansea and 
by bestowing this honour on HMS Scott 
we recognise the unique relationship 
between the city, ship and her crew,” 
said Ciir Holley. 

Scott has now returned to 
Devon port for a brief spell of upkeep 
before resuming survey work in the 
South Atlantic which will keep her 
away over Christmas. 

Also enjoying a civic honour this past 
month were the men and women of HMS 
Exeter. 

Not surprisingly, their ship enjoys the freedom 
of the namesake Devonshire city. 

A ceremonial guard from the Forts mouth-based 
veteran destroyer, plus three platoons of 
senior and junior ratings, Sea Cadets and 
Sea Scouts, and the Band of HM Royal 
Marines CTC RM Lympstone formed up in 
Exeter’s bus station. 

They then marched through the 
streets as Lord Mayor Ciir Norman 
Shtei took the salute in front of 
Exeter’s Guildhall. 

Freedom was bestowed upon the 
ship 23 years ago in the wake of her 
role in the Falklands conflict, but it’s 
not since 2002 that crew have marched 
through Exeter’s streets. 
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H.M. SUBMARINES 


.'l&Ss' 


Time to celebrate 
the unseen heroes 
of the Royal Navy's 
'silent service' 




Case 37mm 
diameter 


Truly unique 
laser etched 
case back 


yhe Royal Navy's Submarine Service is today the most 
powerful branch of the Senior Service, 
an unseen shield against potential aggression, 
silently contributing to keeping world peace. 

To celebrate a Centenary of gallantry and heroism, 

S E Wells, have commissioned a Special Centenary 
Edition timepiece that stands apart from all others. 

* Deep Blue dial with tachymetric scale and raised gold 
insignia of HM Submarine Service 

* 3 subsidiary chronograph diats measure elapsed time 
in hours, minutes and seconds 

sb Luminous hands and dial numerals 

* High precision quartz movement 

* Water resistant to 50 metres 

* Deep Blue 'sharkskin' leather strap 

* Presentation box 


\ 

Former subma rine Commanding Officer. 
Flag Officer Submarines, 

Commander in Chief Na^ai 
Nome Command and 

Commander of the South Atlantic Task 
Force during the Falkland^ Conflict 

'My Submariners 
Chronograph is superb 
in all respects; its 
performance combines 
form with function 
for all occasions.’ 

Admiral Sit f Saody’ Woodward. 

GBE, KCB. 


S.E. Wells 

A watch to wear with pride 


ONLY AVAILABLE FROM S. E. WELLS 


To order your Submariners Chronograph watch 

CALL S. E. WELLS DIRECT ON 


ONLY 

£175 


0151 222 4825 

Lines open Mon - Frl 8.00am - 5.00pm and Saturdays/Sundays 10.00am - 4.00pm 
(during busy periods). Answerphone outside these hours 
Or complete and post the coupon below. 


2 YEAR GUARANTEE 

7 DAY MONEY BACK 
WARRANTY 



[ostcode 


ir your telephone number 


jening. 


have hill goods 


NNSC1106 


S. E. Wells, 28 Goodacre Road, Aintree, Liverpool L9 OHQ 

11 wish to order my Submariners Chronograph, 
i I wish to pay by credit/debit card. I will be invoiced £175 plus £5 delivery 
| on acceptance of my order. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
i Payment can be made by cheque/postal order payable to S. E. Weils. 


i 

| Mr/Mrs/M s/Miss. 
! Address 


Ex Date 
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umberland 


• The HMS Manchester Ship's Company team hitch a ride in a 
search and rescue helicopter to the summit of Ben Lomond (above) 

• One of the HMS Cumberland teams fulfils one of the requirements 
of Exercise Resourceful Challenger - milking a cow (right) 


All set for 


Neptune 

Warrior 


Leadership training 
helps build teamwork 


Reservists step in 
to help guard Kent 


THE ROYAL Naval Reserve 
has achieved an operational 
first in support of the Senior 
Service. 

A team of 12 Reservists from 
across the South West spent 
two weeks in HMS Kent along¬ 
side in Dubai, augmenting the 
ship’s force protection team. 
This was the first operational 
deployment, outside of mobili¬ 
sation, of the General Service 
Seaman Reserve (GSSR} 
branch of the RNR in support 
of the Fleet on operations. 

The team on board Kent 
stepped into a specialist sup¬ 
port roie, suppfementing the 
ship's company and allowing 
them more time to relax fol¬ 
lowing patrols in the Gulf. 

Members of the branch 
train throughout the year in 
weapons and combat tech¬ 
niques, allowing them to pro¬ 
vide a deterrent force capable 
of guarding ships in times of 
heightened threat levels. 

But it was not all work - 


the Reservists also had the 
chance to sample life in a 
foreign port. 

Team leader PO Diana Cope, 
a mother-of-three based at 
HMS Flying Fox In Bristol, said: 
The ship's company has been 
very welcoming and helpful, 
and we have had very positive 
feedback that our presence on 
board has made their time in 
Dubai all the more enjoyable, 
especially after the hard few 
months they have had on patrol 
in the Northern Arabian Gulf.' 1 

It is hoped this type of deploy¬ 
ment will become the norm, 
with each individual member 
of the GSSR branch deploying 
in support of the Fleet around 
once every three years. 

Such deployments also fulfil 
the need for every Reservist to 
undertake two weeks’ opera¬ 
tional role training each year 

And the initiative also chimes 
In with a move to integrate the 
Reservists more closely with 
the operational Royal Navy. 


Busy weekend 

NORTHERN Reservists fired 
weapons, tackled the assault 
course and honed military skills 
at a training weekend at a battle 
camp near Dundee. 

Over 50 Reservists attended, 
from HM ships Scotia (Rosyth), 
Dalriada (Greenock), Calliope 
(Tyneside) and Eaglet (Liverpool). 


A FLEET of nearly 30 vessels and 
more than 60 aircraft were due 
to take part in the latest Neptune 
Warrior wargame staged off the 
West Coast of Scotland as Navy 
News went to press. 

Directed from Clyde Naval 
Base, some 4,000 Servicemen and 
women from 11 nations will use 
the exercise to hone a number of 
skills in littoral warfare - skirmish¬ 
es and operations along coastal 
waters* 

The countries taking part 
are the UK, the United States, 
Germany, Greece, Turkey, Italy, 
Norway, Belgium, Canada, France 
and Denmark. 

Neptune Warrior formerl y the 
Joint Maritime Course or JMC 
- creates the opportunity for allied 
forces to work together in a pres¬ 
surised simulation of an evolv¬ 
ing operation, first in a work-up 
period then in the crisis scenario 
itself. 

More than 32 land-based fast 
jets are included in the east list, 
as well as three submarines, giving 
participating ships a comprehen¬ 
sive set of threats on the surface, 
below the waves and in the air. 


• Lady Elgin and OM Gordon Naughton cut the anniversary cake 

Picture: LA.(Phol) Jim Fenwick, FRPU(1M} 

Birthday for Caledonia 


TEN years after cutting a rib¬ 
bon to mark the birth of HMS 
Caledonia, the Countess of Elgin 
and Kincardine returned to the 
Scottish support base to cut the 
anniversary cake. 

The Countess was assisted by 
the base's youngest member, OM 
Gordon Naughton, 

Commanding Officer Cdr 
Nick Stenhouse presided over 


the birthday celebrations for the 
base, which is home to a number 
of lodger units including RNR 
unit HMS Scotia, Director Naval 
Recruiting Scotland and the RM 
Band Scotland, 

In addition, the Caledonia Fair 
organising committee presented 
£4,500 cheques to the Sea Cadets, 
the Jennifer Brown Research Fund 
and to Edinburgh Sick Kids. 


A FABERGE egg, a mon¬ 
key suit and a pub sign 
- all in a day's work for the 
modern Royal Navy sailor* 

Well, two days work, to 
be precise, and the wish-list 
was particularly pertinent to 
those who look part in HMS 
Cumberland's Command, 
Leadership and Management 
exercise. 

Dreamed up by the frigate’s 
Logistics Officer, Lt Cdr Lanny 
Vogel, Exercise Resourceful 
Forager pitted 11 teams of four 
against a list of challenges, with 
the ultima re prize being the 
Cumberland Cup, 

Starring with minimal infor¬ 
mation a clue to decode which 
revealed the location of their task 
list - each team had to accomplish 
a number of activities, including: 
0 Furthest distance from 
Plymouth; maximum height above 
sea level; maximum depth below 


sea level; maximum altitude 
0 Photos of a celebrity, a member 
of the Navy Board, a team mem¬ 
ber milking a cow, a team member 
feeding a shark, an RAF fast jet, 
a search and rescue helicopter, 
a building which pre-dates 1500 
and as many county signs as pos¬ 
sible. 

Points were allotted for each 
task, accomplished at no expense 

so all credit to the teams who 
procured hire cars, or spent the 
night in plush hotels. 

Cumberland herself provid¬ 
ed live teams (the Warfare team 
won Best Foragers title while 
the Logistics team were overall 
runners-up); HMS Manchester 
had two in the exercise (one of 
which gained the furthest distance, 
Glasgow), and there was one team 
each from HM ships Portland, 
Liverpool and Nottingham and 
Lhe Submarine School aL HMS 
Raleigh. 

Pride of place went to the 
Submarine School, which took 
the Cumberland Cup - although 
Portland’s team deserve an 
award for managing to ‘borrow’ a 
Faberge egg. 

The Raleigh team OM 
‘TafP Cooper, CPO ‘Doe’ Kew, 
LW FA s ‘Needles’ S t a i nfo r th 
and ‘Zak’ Cadman, managed by 
Lt Paddy Beegan -- travelled to 
Gretna by Avis hire car, visiting 
Britain’s highest village (Flash in 
Staffordshire) and Hadrian’s Wall 
on the way. 

Stops in London and the Blue 
Reef Aquarium in Portsmouth (to 
feed die sharks) helped put the 
ticks in the required boxes, while 
some last-minute scavenging back 
in Plymouth also proved useful* 

The Commanding Officer of 
HMS Cumberland, Capt Simon 
Ancona, said the event showed 
what could be achieved in 48 
hours with no notice, little or no 
resources but bags of initiative and 
determination. 

“The success of the exercise 
only goes to prove the profession¬ 
alism and ‘can do’ attitude of the 
Royal Navy,” said Capt Ancona. 

The ship is hoping that the 
Command, Leadership and 
Management Cell at Dartmouth 
will be able to carry on the chal¬ 
lenge, in some form or another, as 
an annual event. 


BUSINESS gurus have for 
some time recognised that an 
enterprise will only succeed 
if it has good leadership and 
good ‘followship’. 

That theory dovetails nicely 
with the Royal Navy ethos that 
‘The Team Works’ - the best 
results will be obtained by effec¬ 
tive team members who are well 
led. 

A crucial factor in the devel¬ 
opment process is the Outdoor 
Leadership Training Element 
(OLTE) located in a remote spot 
in the Brecon Beacons of South 
Wales. 

An outstation of the Command 
Training Group - itself part of 
the Maritime Warfare School at 
HMS Collingwood - the Outdoor 
Leadership Training Element 
trains more than 2,500 personnel 
annually, most of them Phase II 
trainees and artificers on a five- 
day package. 

Whatever the make-up of the 
course, the objectives which 
should translate into a greater 
Front Line capability - are broad¬ 
ly similar: 

0 Promoting the importance of 
working as an effective member 
of a team 

0 D c vc 1 oping e m brvoni c com - 
mand, leadership and manage¬ 
ment (CLM) skills 
0The management and recog¬ 
nition of stress under arduous 
conditions 

0 Enhancing the personal quali¬ 
ties to develop a more robust 
leader or team player, including 


self-discipline, confidence, moti¬ 
vation, a positive attitude and 
courage* 

As such, courses at OLTE are 
at the forefront of the Dark Blue 
Line initiative, refocusing on the 
left-arm skills (leadership) and 
thereby redressing the balance 
with the right-arm skills - the 
specialisation badges are worn on 
the right arm. 

The officer-in-charge of OLTE 
is based primarily at HMS 
Collingwood, in Fareham, but 
has a permanent staff of 15 in the 
Welsh mountains, with a Warrant 
Officer Physical Training running 
the centre. 

OLTE is no stroll in the (nation¬ 
al) park - all students must be in 
date for their RN Fitness Test. 

Students can expect to spend 
their time in South Wales exposed 
to the elements - they will he out¬ 
doors for the majority of the train¬ 
ing, and will camp out overnight 


for the duration of their stay. 

They will cook for themselves, 
no alcohol is allowed, and no one 
leaves the site unless supervised 
by OLTE staff. 

Mobile phones can be used 
- if you are lucky enough to get 
a signal ■ and the training itself 
is arduous. 

But staff arc confident that stu¬ 
dents will respond to the physical 
and mental challenge of work¬ 
ing in a very different environ¬ 
ment, and by the end of the 
course students should have seen 
a strengthening of both leadership 
and team-working skills. 

Individuals will be more aware 
of the capabilities and limitations 
of themselves, as well as thei r col¬ 
leagues, and the centre is an acid 
test in the transition of an able 
rate into a leading hand which, 
the centre literature reminds 
candidates, attracts the title of 
‘Superior Officer.’ 

German link 

GERMAN frigate FGS Knln 
took time out from a busy train¬ 
ing schedule to host the launch 
of the Anglo-German Society in 
Devonport Naval Base* 

The warship was on a six-week 
Operational Sea Training package, 
under Flag Officer Sea Training, 
and welcomed Angela Spatz, the 
honorary Consul of Germany, on 
board to oversee the launch. 

The society will provide 
an opportunity for English 
and German speakers to meet 
regularly. 


resource 
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A FORCE FOR GOOD 





• Cyclists from BRNO 
cross the Forth 
Road Bridge 


Yii ‘T 

mm 


Britannia sets Forth 


NINE sub-lieutenants from 
Britannia Royal Naval College set 
out on the gruelling slog from John 
O Groats to Lands End to raise 
money for SheEterbox. 

Over each of the nine days the 
team of cyclists covered some 
120-130 miles, dressed in their 
RNRM Cycling Association gear 
to fly the flag in some of the inland 
areas of the country. 

S/Lt Roger SkeEley said: 
"Although some of us can't bear 
to look at a bike ever again, we are 
still thinking of other challenges to 
undertake next year, 

"We had six punctures, broke 
five wheels, used countless cans 
of oil, and three of the riders 
visited casualty units - all after 


receiving minor knee injuries/ 5 

it isn’t just junior officers from 
BRNC who have been busy on 
their bikes. 

Nine from HMS Raleigh joined 
with 250 others to take part in 
this year’s Pedal for a Medal 
event, organised by the Muscular 
Dsytrophy Campaign. 

Raleighs participation was 
organised by MAA David Simpson 
after he was approached by a 
friend whose twin daughters 
both suffer from Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy. 

The campaign is the only nation¬ 
al charity focusing on all muscular 
dystrophies and allied disorders, 
providing practical, medical and 
emotional support. 


Rotary 
works 
hard for 
Wales 

ACROSS the country person¬ 
nel from the Joint Helicopter 
Command QHC) tested their 
endurance in events for St John 
Cymru,Wales 3 the charity that 
provides first-aid support through 
its network of trained volunteers. 

Members of the Commando 
Helicopter Force threw them¬ 
selves from a 3 5-foot tower to 
abseil to the ground to help out 
the caring charity. 

Other events within the com¬ 
mand across the country included 
a fuel-tanker pull, a 42km cycle 
ride, an IBs a Knockout competi¬ 
tion and a 3,600 mile indoor row. 

The Joint Helicopter 
Command consists of 250 opera¬ 
tional helicopters and more than 
15,000 personnel, deployed 
across the world in places as 
diverse as Afghanistan, Iraq, 

Belize and Canada. 

The unit's fundraising efforts 
have been matched by a donation 
from Cdre Sir Donald Gosling 
RNR. 

Endurance 
heads from 
pole to pole 

RUNNING, cycling, rowing and 
stepping the distance from the 
North Pole lo the South Pole by 
HMS Endurance's ship's com¬ 
pany has raised a cool £1,400. 

The last thing that the ship 
did before heading off on her 
mammoth nine-month mission 
surveying the Antarctic, was to 
present the money to the Lord 
Mayor 5 s Tr u s t ( For ism o u th) , 
Macmillan Cancer Support and 
the Hampshire Autistic Society. 

LPT Andrew £ Les' Dennis 
said: “It was a great way to 
inspire everyone on board to keep 
fit, and it was fantastic to have a 
bit of healthy rivalry amongst the 
team/' 

Lt Richard Abbot intends to 
raise more money for the ship's 
charities by leading a 150-mile 
kayak circumnavigation of James 
Ross island in the Antarctic. 

Merlin trainers 
get the bird 

FIFTEEN officers and ratings 
from 824 Naval Air Squadron, 
RNA$ Culdrose, led by I ,t Dougy 
Wright, got muddy at the Wind¬ 
mill Farm Nature Reserve, 

The Reserve, jointly owned 
and managed by the Cornwall 
Wildlife Trust and the Cornwall 
Bird Watching and Preservation 
Society, saw the Naval team move 
large amounts of building materi¬ 
als over long distances, enabling 
the building of a boarded walk¬ 
way above an area of bog] and. 

Despite the heat and the hard 
work, all agreed that it was a 
great day out and the team hope 
to return in the near future. 


Commando 
assault on 
garden 



• WO Ali McGill and his team tend the memorial garden in the 
shadow of the Commando Memorial at Spean Bridge 

Psctune: LA(Phqt) Dan Hooper 


A GROUP of Royal Marines 
from the Fleet Protection 
Group have tranformed the 
Garden of Remembrance 
beside the Commando 
Memorial at Spean Bridge. 

FPGRM's Regimental Sergeant 
Major WO Ali McGill said that 
he was inspired by his desire to 
support the brotherhood of Royal 
Marines and Commandos. 

Over the last two years he 
approached a number of interested 
groups and associations, including 
the then Commando Association, 
the Royal Marines Association, 
Yorkshire Commandos Club and 
43 Commando Association, 

He said: “I asked them for their 
thoughts and we eventually came 
up with a plan," 

Once planning permission was 
granted, WO McGill led a team of 
20 RM volunteers from the Fleet 
Protection Group to Spean Bridge 
to work on the garden. 

“ 11 is vita lly imp orta nt to upgrade 
the Garden of Remembrance to 
match the grandeur of the world- 
famous Commando Memorial 
at a time when the numbers of 
surviving commandos trained at 
Achnacarry dwindles with each 
passing year, 5 ' said WO McGill. 


“I, along with many others, 
firmly believe that we have a 
duty to ensure that the memory 
of these particularly courageous 
individuals is recognised in a fit¬ 
ting manner/' 

The site has been transformed 
with new paths, landscaping and a 
general tidy-up. 


The memorial and garden at 
Spean Bridge honours the com¬ 
mandos of many nations who 
fought in World War 2. 

The bronze statue of three 
commandos, sculpted by Scott 
Sutherland, looks out to the west 
over their training area, and has 
been in place since 1952. 



FOURTEEN disabled residents and eight carers from the Friends of the Bristol residential home in 
Bath visited HMS Excellent. The visitors were welcomed by a Naval team from HMS Bristol - the 
retired warship (although still part of the Fleet), given a buffet lunch in the RN Sailing Centre club¬ 
house and toured Whale Island by bus. 



• WO £ CJ’ Smith - a proud Naval Communicator and never far from 
his flags mug - and WO Robbie Roberts brew up a charity sferm on 
HMS York Off the coast Of Lebanon Picture: CPO Beauis. HMS York 


Type 42 takes 
time for tea 


NOW it $ well known that Yorkshire has a passion for tea, and the ship's 
company of destroyer HMS York decided to live up to their affiliated 


county with a Big Brew Up. 

In the midst of operational duty 
off the coast of Lebanon, a pecu¬ 
liarly British half-hour saw eve¬ 
ryone on board stop for tea • all 
to raise money for the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and Families 
Association. 

Generously supported by the 
producers ofYorkshire Tea, Taylors 
of Harrogate, the 250 sailors on 
board die Type 42 were treated to 
a local brew by die ship's senior 
sailor. Executive Warrant Office 
Chris L Cj' Smith, 

He said: “Ifis great to see the 
ship's company get Ling stuck in 
to raise some money for this very 
worthwhile cause. 

“We've raised £150 for the 
charity that does a huge amount 
of work with serving and former 
service men and women.” 

It wasn't just Naval ships on 
active duties that got involved 
- HMS Victory on her seden¬ 
tary sentinel duty in Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard was also keen 
to support the event. 

The crew sold tea and coffee to 
visitors in the port arena alongside 
the ship in the Naval Base, with all 
profits going to SSAFA. 

Lt Cdr John Scivier, Victory's 
Commanding Officer, said: “The 
work that SSAFA does for serving 
and retired personnel and their 
families Is well known both within 
and outside the Service commu¬ 
nity' - and it is always a pleasure 
to help with the important work 
they do. 

“The event gave us the oppor¬ 
tunity to meet and talk with a wide 
cross-section of visitors to the ship 
over a welcome cuppa/' 

A special tea party in the heart 
of Whitehall drew ministers and 


MOD staff to mark the charity 
brew up. 

Defence Secretary Des Browne 
joined colleagues at the event in 
the Pillared Hall, hosted by die 
Minister for Defence Procurement 
Lord Drays on. 

Some 200 tea parties took place 
in MOD units around the world, 
with 1,000 people sitting down to 
a nice cup of tea in Iraq, as well 
as events in Afghanistan, Norway 
and France. 

Although It is still too early 
to state the final figure, SSAFA 
hopes to beat last year's total of 
£55,000. 

Chief Executive Maj Gen 
Andrew Gumming said: “Thank 
you to everyone who took part, 
those who organised Big Brew 
Ups and those who attended. 

“The money raised this week 
will help us to make a real dif¬ 
ference whenever anybody with 
a Service connection turns to us 
for help/' 

Play kept safe 
by Collingwood 

TRAINEES from Communi¬ 
cations Course 06.02 at HMS 
Collingwood spent a weekend 
helping out the local Anchor Pre- 
School in Rowncr. 

Under the supervision of PO 
Simon Hall the trainee sailors 
worked tirelessly, levelling the 
uneven ground, tidying dense 
greenery, trimming hedges and 
removing weeds. 

The nursery's grounds were 
covered in undergrowth and tree 
stumps, preventing the children 
playing outside. 



poppyscotland 

The Earl Haig Fund Scotland Scottish Charity No SC014096 

Poppyscotland (The Earl Haig Fund Scotland) was founded in 1921 
to provide practical help to ex-Service men, women and their 
dependants living in Scotland. It is best known for organising the 
annual Scottish Poppy Appeal. 

Money raised through the Appeal is spent in the following ways: 

* Providing financial assistance to individuals 

* Funding an advice service, including pension claims and appeals 

* Supporting employment of veterans with disabilities 

* Providing grants and research for organisations that deliver 
specialist support for veterans in Scotland. 

We need your help to continue caring for Scotland's ex-Service 
community. Please consider making a donation towards our work. 

To find out more about what we do visit www.poppyscotland.org.uk 

Poppyscotland, New Haig House, Logie Green Road, 
Edinburgh EH7 4HR Tel 0131 557 2782 
Email enquiries@poppyscotland.org.uk 

Scottish Company No 194893 (NNil06) 

image: LA (Phot) B Douglas. Crown Copyright 
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PEOPLE 

A thank-you 
from CHF 


MORE than 700 family members 
of Commando Helicopter Force 
personnel took up the invite 
from the unit’s CO to have fun 
at Yeovtlton. 

The force, which includes 
Junglie squadrons 845 and 846 
NAS, Lynx unit 847 NAS, and 
training formation 848 NAS, 
is one of the most in-demand 
assets in the Royal Navy's 
inventory. 

All three active squadrons 
have been deployed to Iraq this 
year; elements are deploying to 
West Africa with the Vela task 
force; others are in Afghanistan; 
and T at short notice, the 
Jungiies flew to the Middle East 
to support the evacuation from 
the Lebanon. 

As a thank-you for the 
support their loved ones have 
shown during these trying 
times, the force threw open 
the gates of its home base and 
treated famines to a day of fun. 

More than 450 people took 
up the offer of flights in the 
squadrons’ two variants of 
helicopter, while on the ground 
there was the traditional fare of 
face painting, trying on aircrew 
helmets, games plus some top 
scran. 

It s been an extremely 
difficult period for our families, 
especially after the tragic loss 
of a Lynx in Iraq in May," said 
Col John McCardle RM, CHF’s 
Commanding Officer. 

“The pressure on loved ones 
of those deployed cannot be 
underestimated and the Force s 
tremendous commitment 
cannot be sustained without 
the co-operation and 
encouragement of our families, 

“I hope that our fun-filfed 
day went some way towards 
showing the Force's - and the 
UK’s - gratitude/' 


• Cheaper by the dozen (but there's only four of them - EdJ.«* Sailors all (l-r) Rhys , Alicia, Ryan and Ben 
Gooderham 

Picture: Dave Sheffield, HMS Raleigh 


Fours for 


IF ONLY every family was 
like the Gooderhams... 

We'd have no trouble raising the 
Navy’s profile. 

For all four Gooderham siblings 
- that's Alicia, Ben, Rhys and 
Ryan - have signed on for a life in 
the Senior Service, 

Twenty-two-year-old AET Ben, 
who's just, finished basic training 
at HMS Raleigh, became the last 
of this generation of Gooderhams 
to join up. 

Already collecting the Queen's 
shilling are OMs Alicia and 
Rhys and MEM Ryan with Her 


Majesty’s Ships Endurance, 
Campbeltown and Kent respec¬ 
tively. 

With two of his brothers and his 
sister in the RN, Ben was kicking 
his heels in a dead-end job in a 
DIY store in his native Wales* He 
decided to give life at sea a go. 

“I saw how well my brothers 
and sister were doing - Ryan par¬ 
ticularly," said Ben. 

“Without realising it* all three 
of them gave me a lot of tips to 
help me through training. 

“Rhys was especially helpful, 
showing me how to polish my 


good 

boots, look after my kit and gener¬ 
ally helping me to settle in." 

The quartet didn’t follow the 
path chosen by their parents 
Charles and Kim, who served in 
the RAF (a wise move - Ed) 
- and dad is rather envious of his 
children’s globe-trotting careers, 

“They’ve committed them¬ 
selves to a career which offers 
them a great future," said Mr 
Gooderham* 

“Ryan and Alicia have already 
seen so much of the world - places 
f will never see. It makes me quite 
jealous." 



• Action Man was feeling a bit lethargic today... RN and Army 
medics explain their work to the Duke of Gloucester; dressed in 
khaki 


THE honorary head of Army medics dropped in on their RN 
counterparts to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Defence 
Medical Services Training Centre. 

The centre at Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, is home to training 
for RN and RAF medical assistants and Army Combat Medical 
Technicians* 

The Duke of Gloucester, as Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps was treated to various aspects of battlefield 
casualty treatment, first aid in an NBCD - nuclear, biological 
and chemical {the stands for defence) - environment, and 
sanitation in the field. 

Although the centre is tri-Service, some RN traditions are 
upheld by the matelots there, notably the field gun run. 

Field gun officer Lt Cdr Simon Good rum led firs team through 
a slow demonstration of the famous run for the Duke, then 
repeated it at pace. 

After watching the gruelling gun run, the Duke presented the 
‘field gunner of the year’ trophy to Lt Clive Smyth RN, who was 
voted for by his team-mates for imbuing his colleagues with fire 
and determination during the Brickwoods competition. 



Propeller Tie Slide 
and Cufflink Set 

A great gift set to give for Christmas, these propeller shaped 
cufflinks and tie slide set will make a great gift lor that 
special someone who likes to stand out from the crowd. 
Finished in a silver chrome effect they will look great to wear 
at the Christmas party! 


Ships Keepsake 
Baubles 

This set of 3 keepsake baubles is perfect as a 
decoration* Based on the traditional ship in a 
bottle and feature models of sailing ships* 


Buy the cufflinks separately for only £10.99 UK 


Anchor Bottle Opener 

A bottle cap remover and corkscrew in one! This bottle opener has smooth polished 
brass castings with a stainless steel corkscrew that works on the most stubborn of corks. 


Approx 12,5cm (.V r ) 
in icEigth 


Navigator’s Paperweight 

This brass chart weight lias a special swing-out feature 

to reveal a magnifying glass, fantastic for 

reading maps! Personalise this gift by 

having a name, service number or 

special date engraved on the top of % 

the case, up to 20 characters allowed JgBBSg < “ J# 

(spaces count as 1 character and 

capitals will count as 2). 

£14.99 UK (Plain) 

£18.99 UK (Engraved) N- . 


Wheel Nutcracker 

Let’s go nuts with this great novelty 
gift for the festive season! Simply 
place a nut in the vice and turn the 
ships wheel gently cracking the shell!! 
Fitted to a wooden base the device is 
finished in a gun metal effect. 




Navy News' guaranteed last 
Christmas Posting Dates: 

UK - Sth December 
Overseas - 1st December 

Please rote j-N o^den. netd to be receded by 
thne daw tii e-hiurf p^-Chfn (mat delivery 


To place an order or request a catalogue, simply phone 023 9282 6040 - or write to The Business Manager, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH or visit our online store at www.navynews.co.uk 


Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. Tor orders outside the UK payment can be made by C heque/i me r national Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. 
Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use Hie coupon on page 4. Please note: items shown not actual size. Please allow up to 2S days for delivery. 


NON UK/BFFO POSTAG E 

UK POSTAGE FREE!! 
EU Postage £5.00 


We a eccpt t he foliowi ng credit cards: wsa 
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( 023 ) 92 828131 


24 HOUR POLICE STATION ASSISTANCE 

Mob. 07810 437373 


A Personal Service - In Plain English 

PEACE OF MIND: I-1 


>• House Buying/Selling & Tenancies 
(Free Estimates) 

> Divorce & Pensions & Childcare 

> Property Ownership Disputes 

> Enduring Powers of Attorney & Care of Elderly 

> Wills, Probate & Estate Planning 

> Contract Disputes & Debts 

> Business/Company Start-up Advice 

> Employment & Problems At Work 

> Court Martial Defences & 

Criminal/Driver Defences 

> Armed Forces 




www.stokes-law.co.uk 

bg@stokes-law.co.uk 


10S Victoria Road North, Portsmouth 


229 London Road, North End 


Separating? Specialist Armed 
Forces pension advice... 

if you nre considering n separation or divorce 
■:4j call our Family Helpline for more detnils of our 
Free Con sult a tion which can be by phone or 
in person. We also have a dedicated Arrned 
^1 Forces area on our website with 

\ comprehensive joforTnation on a whole range 
of family matters, including pension advice. 
We can help you through - call Freephone; 


COFFIN 

MEW & www.coffinmew.co.uk 

CLOVER Offices in Faiefiifn Noj-tli Hubrmr PUrtsmotith, Southampton and Goftpprt 

by tilt; I..LW Sot'bCSy. 


0800 827168 


NEED initial FREE 
LEGAL ADVICE? 


Then contact: 

IB 


LAW 


A Nationwide network of highly experienced Independent Solicitors 

Who advise and represent Service Personnel, Reservists, the 
Civil Service and their Families 

Contact: 

0845 601 1260 

or 

www.forceslaw.com 

for a Local Lawyer who 
SPEAKS YOUR LANGUAGE 


COURTS MARTIAL ■ DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES - EMPLOYMENT 
and REINSTATEMENT of RESERVE FORCES PERSONNEL - SERVICE 
INVESTIGATIONS ■ CRIME ■ HOUSE or BUSINESS PURCHASE 
or SALE including LSAP's * DIVORCE CHILDREN PENSIONS and 
TERMINAL GRANTS ■ ACCIDENTS and COMPENSATION ■ ARMED 
FORCES COMPENSATION SCHEME PREVIEW - WILLS or 
DEATH of a RELATIVE 


A return to 
the Ark 

VETERANS of the Ark Royal 
which carved its name in the 
history books - and the public 
consciousness - toured the 
present bearer of the name. 

In two years HMS Ark Royal 
HI proved to be a constant thorn 
in the side of the Axis powers, 
before being torpedoed in the 
Mediterranean in November 
1941. 

Today’s Ark, currently in ihe 
final throes of a refit by Babcock 
in Rosyth, has added one battle 
honour - A! Faw 2003 - to the 
pre s Ligi o us battle board. 

Before beginning sea trials, 
the carrier hosted a handful of 
veterans and their families. 

They were treated to a 
comprehensive tour of the 
20,000-ton warship. 

After tea and cakes with junior 
ratings, die 11 guests were guided 
around Ark before lunch with 
CO ("apt Mike Mansergh and 
his officers, during which former 
Swordfish pilot John Moffat 
shared his experiences of the 
Bismarck chase (perhaps the 
carrier's greatest battle honour). 

“It was an honour to host these 
men who hold the name of Ark 
Royal in such high esteem,” said 
Lt Paul Toon, 

“All said it was a treat that they 
would not have missed, reliving 
old experiences with fellow 
sailors” 

Lifesaver Toby 
rewarded 

THE selfless actions of MEM 
Toby Jones, who dived into the 
chilly waters of the Hamoaze 
to save a colleague, have been 
acknowledged. 

When a sailor fell between a 
ship and the quay in Devonport 
and became trapped under a pile 
jetty, Toby donned a dry suit, ran 
down a ramp, entered the water 
and helped the stricken man 
towards safety. 

The rescue was all the more 
timely as it took place in January 
and the victim had been in the 
water about 15 minutes. 

'Toby's actions earned him a 
Royal Humane Society Award, 
which was presented to him 
aboard HMS Echo in Singapore 
during her Far East deployment 
by Rear .Admiral Neil Morisetti. 


in the 


You're 


IF you ever needed 
reminding why you joined 
the Royal Navy not the 
Royal Marines or the 
Army infantry, spend a 
day with the ‘nice’ chaps 
of the Roulement Infantry 
Gompany. 

Three Falklands-based sailors 
replaced Navy blue with khaki 
and Combat 95s as they joined the 
islands’ dedicated Army unit on 
Exercise Southern Dragon. 

WO i "Trev’ Trevarthen (HQ 
staff), PO Ian Browne (Naval 
Engineering Falkland Islands) 
and OM * Steve* Stephenson vol¬ 
unteered with some of their Army 
and RAF colleagues In the south¬ 
ern outpost of Empire to experi¬ 
ence life with the infantry. 

Cape Guy Neale, the RIG’S 
operations officer, and his squad¬ 
dies were only too happy to 
oblige. 

The first part of the day was the 
fun bit..,The ten volunteers head¬ 
ed to Onion Range to blast away 
with a General Purpose Machine- 
Gun, engage enemy positions, and 
use fire and manoeuvre skills to 
negotiate rocks and mud. 

In true ‘pleasure-pain principle 1 
fashion, there had to be a maso¬ 
chistic bit. 

C/Sgt Greg Plimley obliged by 
first making the volunteers wade 
through an icy stream. 

That was the easy bit. Next, 
the soldiers-for-a-day had to crawl 
across marshy ground... with hand 
grenades exploding nearby 

And at the very end they had 
to bayonet a dummy (the previ¬ 
ous ^punishment* was intended to 
whip them up into a sufficiently- 
angry firenzv to thrust the cold 
steel into Fred). 

“If someone had told me Ed 
be running through marshes and 
icy rivers, throwing grenades and 
being abused by junior fusiliers, I 
would have thought them mad,” 
said Trey) who served in the 
1982 Falklands conflict. 

“The day showed how experi¬ 
enced and professional the in fan- 
try are - they must be good if they 
can gel a 44-year-oki RN warrant 
officer to crawl through the mud 
just so I could stab a dummy.” 

Ian added- ft It was a great day 
-- but it reminded me why f joined 
die Navy, not the Army.” 


• Full stream ahead... (Above) ‘Trev* Trevarthen and lan Browne 
wade through icy Falklands waters and (left) Trev’ spears Fred at 
the end of the day with a bayonet fixed to his SA80 


STOKES 1 ( 023 ) 92 661541 
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THE heart of Britain’s amphibious forces lies in African 
waters presently as Operation Vela, a two-pronged war 
game, reaches its climax. 

Having successfully invaded' the coast of northern Cornwall 

- Exercise Grey Cormorant, intended to hone the skills of the myriad 
units involved - the task force left the Bristol Channel and headed 
south for West Africa. 

As we write this the operation is reaching its climax with Exercise 
Green Eagle, four weeks of beach landings, amphibious assaults, 
jungle training, and hearts and minds' work with locals in Sierra 
Leone. 

The 3,000 or so RIM, RM and Fleet Air Arm personnel are swallowed 
up by HM Ships Albion, Ocean, Southampton, Argyll and Enterprise, 
plus vessels from 1st Mine Countermeasures Squadron, RFAs Wave 
Knight, Mounts Bay, Sir Bedivere, Fort Austin, Diligence, Oakleaf, a 
Fleet submarine, Fleet Diving Unit 2, the Commando Helicopter Force 
(including 845 and 846 NAS), 849 NAS B Flight, 820 NAS, 40 Cdo, 
59 Commando independent Engineering Squadron, 29 Commando 
Regiment Royal Artillery and 539 Assault Squadron RM. 

This is the largest amphibious exercise by Britain since Saif Sareea 
in Oman five years. 

Ahead of the main task force, 44 engineers and technicians - radar 
and gun maintained, fridge and diesel specialists, fitters and turners 

- from Naval Party 1600 in Portsmouth flew to Africa to provide expert 
engineering support for the men and women in the task group (they ve 
already been called upon to fix Ribs and hoists). 

Here we showcase the photography of LA(Phots) Dave Gallagher 
(HMS Albion), Andy Hibberd (40 Cdo) and Ray Jones (HMS Ocean), 

We’ll have a comprehensive report with pictures from Sierra Leone 
in our next edition. 


Pictured clockwise from the top left are 

• Chanel No.40... A Royal Marine applies camouflage paint before 
invading' Cornwall 

• A ‘Junglie* Sea King prepares to lift supplies from the sprawling 
flight deck of HMS Albion 

• A commando of 6 Assault Squadron Royal Marines holds on to 
the ramp of an HMS Albion landing craft as it approaches Tokeh 
Beach, Sierra Leone , during the opening stage of Green Eagle 

• Mne Jim Penieard leads comrades of Delta Company, 40 Cdo, 
across Dartmoor during the final stage of Grey Cormorant 

• A Fleet Air Arm Sea King watches as an RAF Chinook ferries a 
field gun on to HMS Ocean 

• Troops from 40 Cdo are ferried ashore in a Landing Craft Vehicle 
Personnel (LCVP) as a Chinook flies overhead 

• Booties and the BEAST ... A heavily-camouflaged BEAST - the 
Royal Marines' beach recovery vehicle - at work in Sierra Leone 

• A pensive moment for a green beret of 40 Cdo as he waits to join 
his helicopter aboard HMS Ocean 

• HMS Albion leads the Vela task group through glassy seas. To 
her port are RFA Wave Knight and HMS Argyll; to starboard, RFA 
Fort Austin and HMS Southampton; following behind HMS Ocean , 
flanked by RFA Sir Bcdivere and HMS Enterprise 
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EDUCATION 




• Lt Cdr Mike Luscombe and Lt Gav Heirs with students from the CCF at Trinity School in Teignmouth 


^ Children's Education 
W" Advisory Service 

For any enquiries on Children’s Education, 
parents should contact CEA5 for help 
and advice 




for FREE advice and support: 

Tel: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244 
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 
email: enquiries.ceas@gtnet.gov.uk 
www.ceas.mod.uk 



849 drops in on Trinity 


PUPILS at Trinity School in 
Teignmouth on die south coast of 
Devon finished morning lessons 
to discover a Royal Navy helicop¬ 
ter flying above the school playing 
fields, 

A Sea Ring from 849 Naval 
Air Squadron at RXAS Culdrose 
paid a visit to the Royal Naval sec- 
tion of Trinity’s Combined Cadet 
Force. 

The visit was arranged fay Lt Cdr 
(CCF) Geraldine Poulet-Bowden 
RNR, Officer Commanding of the 
RN section, and her second in 
command (and also her husband) 
Lt (CCF) Gerard Pou let RNR 
- but had been kepi secret from 
the cadets to enhance the excite¬ 
ment on the day. 

RNAS Culdrose is the parent 
establishment for the RN section 
of the CCF at Trinity School, 
and 849 NAS provides a liaison 
officer. 

Senior pilot Lt Cdr Mike 
Luscombe, who hails originally 
from Paignton, was accompanied 
in the Sea King by Lt Gavin 
Heirs, Lt Bruce Leslie and Lt 
Kev Pope. 

The heavy showers in the morn- 



• A Sea King Mk 7 from 849 NAS drops in on Trinity School 


ing gave way to an afternoon filled 
with sunshine as the Sea King 
crew briefed not only the RN 
section but also the Army, not 
forgetting the Year 10 Science and 
ICT classes. 

The students got a chance to 


appreciate the complexity of the 
Sea King’s on-board capabilities 
and systems. 

Staff from many departments 
from RE to PE took the opportu¬ 
nity to be taken on a guided tour 
of the aircraft. 



Royal Hospital School 

Holbrook, Suffolk, IP9 2RX 

Tel 01473 326200 Fax 01473 326213 
email:admissions@royalhospitalschool.org 
www.royalhospitalschool.org 

RHS provides an all-round education for 630 boys 
and girls aged 11 to 18. 

It is a HMC Day and Full boarding School set in 200 acres 
of fine Suffolk countryside, overlooking the River Stour 

Through the generosity of Greenwich Hospital, the 
Grown Charity may be able to offer fee concessions 
to the children and grandchildren of seafarers. 

Generous discounts are offered to pupils 
eligible for GEA(BSA) 

Open Mornings 

Saturday 11th November 2006 

Headmaster’s 
Portsmouth Presentation 
Monday 20th November 
at 6.30pm, 

Portsmouth Marriott Hotel, 
Southampton Road, Portsmouth 

For more information about the above events 
please conact Sue Toner on 01473 326210 
quoting ref NN3 


Annual Scholarships include: academic, sport, 
nut sic f art and sailing 



Open Events 

1,00am 

Thursday 

16th November 2006 


irpvelkoad South, Southsea, PQ5 3QW 

vww.stiohnseallege.co.uk 


Results 


For further information or to arrange a visit, call 



Trinity School, Buetaridge Road 
Teignmouth, Devon, TQ14 SLY 
Tel: 01626 774138 
Fax: 01626 771541 

email; enquiries@trmityschool.co.uk 


w w w. Erm ityschooi.co.uk 


An individual 
Approach 


where ambitions 
can thrive 


co-educational 
boarding & day school 
for 3-19 years 
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Amongst old friends 





• No greater sacrifice.,. (Above) the glittering array of medals proudly 
displayed by one former Royal and (right) The simple yet moving 
sight of a drums stacked to form a makeshift altar for the drumhead 
ceremony. 


% Gef that hair cut , young men... (below right) Sir Jimmy Savile is 
'chastised* for his non-regulation locks 


(Below) it Gen Sir Robert Fulton inspects the standard bearers 


ONCE Royal, always 
Royal, 

Around 1,000 men who live 
by that motto, plus their families* 
gathered under the late summer 
sun in Devon at the birthplace of 
the green berets. 

They spent a weekend at the 
Commando Training Centre in 
Lympstone to mark the diamond 
jubilee of the Royal Marines 
Association. 

Sixty years ago the association 
was formed to help the 80,000 
or so men who were proud to call 
themselves Royal Marines adjust 
to civilian life and to provide sup¬ 
port for their families. 

Six decades later, the RMA 
has 77 branches in the United 
Kingdom and a further 13 spread 
across the globe from the Falklands 
to Australia. 

The weekend in Lympstone 
was a mixture of sober reflection 
- there was a reunion for Suez vet¬ 
erans, 50 years after controversial 
Operation Musketeer - and fun. 

There was a chance to ride 
around Lympstone in Viking, the 
Corps’ new armoured vehicle, and 
the Band of the Royal Marines 
staged a concert, concluded by a 
firework display. 

The highlight for many was 
Sunday's drumhead ceremony* 
parade and dedication of a new 
standard; Lt Gen Str Robert 
Fulton was reviewing officer. 

Among those donning green 
berets for the anniversary ceremo¬ 
nies was former DJ and Jim 7/ Fix 
It presenter Sir Jimmy Savile, an 
honorary Royal thanks to a 38- 
year relationship with the Corps 
and CTC RM especially (there is 
a Savile Room at Lympstone). 

He said he would not have 
missed the diamond jubilee reun¬ 
ion “for the world”. 

Sir Jimmy mused; "T was 
amongst old friends. There they 
were with shoulders back, stand¬ 
ing ramrod-straight to attention, 

“These guys fought and bled to 
help keep us free and safe.” 


• Bearers lower their standards as the drumhead ceremony reaches its moving climax 


Pictures: CTC RM Photographic section 
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ONCE NAVY ALWAYS NAVY 


Ex-Royals 

celebrate 

Association 

anniversary 

A LARGE consignment of 
former Royal Marines made 
a friendly assault on the 
Commando Training Centre at 
Lympstone, in Devon, for a 60th 
anniversary celebration. 

The veterans, including S/M 
Bernard Hallas, secretary of York 
branch, and S/Ms Roy Moses 
and Philip Sparling of Bradford 
branch, enjoyed a weekend of 
entertainment and ceremoni¬ 
als for the Royal Marines 
Association. 

Reflecting on the event, S/M 
Ha 11 as said: “We, the veterans of 
a bygone age, wearing our med¬ 
als proudly on frames that are 
now in decline, can only thank 
the Corps and the powers-that- 
be for making our short visit so 
memorable* 

“Standing in five companies, 
plus a company of ex-officers, 
they were resplendent in the 
Royal Marines Association uni¬ 
forms of blazers, their medals 
gleamed in the morning sunlight, 
and to add to the spectacle, 

41 standards from all over the 
l Queendom 7 added that extra 
colour and seemed to waft a mes¬ 
sage of‘Honour, Courage and 
Loyalty* to the massed spectators 
surrounding the parade*” 

X See report on page 25 for 
full details 

BBQ - then dinner 

THE PRESIDENT and chair¬ 
man of Uskeard branch attended 
Lhe branch’s last barbecue of the 
year in their Sunday best - not 
the usual rig, but they had a very 
good reason. 

S/M John Lennon (President) 
and S/M Roger Grace and their 
wives were going on to represent 
the branch at the 25 th anniversary 
dinner of the Bod mm branch, 
having enjoyed their own branch 
function first. 


Shipmate argues for 
Great War justice 


THE announcement by 
Defence Secretary Des 
Browne that he is to seek 
Government approval to 
have pardons granted to the 
Servicemen executed for 
cowardice., desertion and 
other offences during World 
War 1 is not before time, 
according to at least one 
Area. 

Even if it is too late for 
their immediate families, 
the announcement has been 
welcomed by their relatives, 
including the great-niece of 
Sgt Jack Wall, of Bocklcton, 
near Tenbury Wells, who was 
shot at dawn for desertion* 

The MOD announcement 
was of significance to S/M Chris 
Dovey, deputy National Council 
member for No 8 Area, and the 
Tenbury Weils delegate at the 
annual conference of the Royal 
British Legion. 

In the absence of the Salisbury 
delegate and seconder, S/M Chris 
found himself proposing their 
motion to conference that the 
RBL urge the Government to par¬ 
don the executed men. 

Only 30 of the 500 delegates 
voted against him. 

Sgt Jack Wall, who served with 
the 3rd Battalion, Worcester 
Regiment, enlisted in 1912 at the 
age of 17, and records show him 
to have been a good soldier. 

He was promoted within two 
years from lance corporal to ser¬ 
geant, and fought valiantly with 
his battalion in the Great War. 

The incident which cost him his 
life occurred when the battalion 
came under heavy fire during an 
advance near Ypres in Belgium in 
the laic summer of 1917. 

With a number of his young 


soldiers he took cover in a foxhole, 
and when the barrage had eased 
there was no sign of the rest of the 
battalion. 

Assuming they had retreated 
behind Allied lines, Sgt Wall led 
his soldiers back, only to find 
tiie battalion had continued to 
advance. 

Accused of desertion, Sgt Wail 
was given a summary trial and 
shot at dawn, while die soldiers 
with him escaped his fate. 

Most of those executed during 
the war were expected to conduct 
their own defence without counsel 
or a friend to help - and many 
were poorly-educated, unable to 
plead a coherent case and una¬ 
ware of the potential penalty* 

in making the proposal to the 
RBI. conference, S/M Chris sug¬ 
gested that the real crime at the 
time was the lack of understand¬ 
ing shown by senior officers to the 
ordeals their men endured in the 
trenches. 

He pointed out that some of 
those officers were themselves 
accused of cowardice and deser¬ 
tion, but none were executed and 

Naval Quirks 

WHEN UUtf HMS 'SHANNON'’ 
FAMOUS LV CAPTURE!? 
THE OSS "CHESAPEAKE 1 ' 
IN THE WAROFIg/2., 


all were granted Royal Pardons 
after the war. 

World War 1 is now well- 
documented, and it is accepted 
that many mistakes were made, 
especially by the top brass* 


If Sgt Jack Wall paid dearly for 
his mistake nearly 100 years ago, 
the time has come to redress the 
injustice he and his family suffered 
- and to have his name inscribed 
on the local war memorial. 



• The Royal Naval Association Christmas Cards are available 
to order from Headquarters at £3*50 for a pack of ten, post and 
packaging included. The card (above) features a night-time 
picture of an illuminated Christmas tree taken from HMS Vic¬ 
tory. Orders plus cheques to Headquarters at 82 Chelsea Manor 
Street, London SW3 5QJ 


Two-year 
contract 
for General 
Secretary 

THE NATIONAL Council 

is pleased to announce that 
Cdr Paddy McClurg has been 
appointed General Secretary of 
die Association. 

During his two-year contract 
he will carry out both the normal 
duties of the post and various oth¬ 
ers connected with the modernis¬ 
ing of Headquarters* 

Cdr McClurg joined the Royal 
Navy as a Boy at HMS Ganges 
and was commissioned from die 
rank of Petty Officer. 

l ie served in a variety of supply 
appointments ashore and afloat, 
ending his seagoing career as Cdr 
(S) in HMS Intrepid. 

After retirement he worked 
extensively aL home and abroad as 
a Defence Management consult¬ 
ant, specialising in the democra- 
tisadon of defence .ministries in 
former Soviet satellite states. 

He is married and has two sons, 
one in the Army and the other in 
the Navy* 

Cdr McClurg has been Acting 
General Secretary since June this 
year, and aims to step down in two 
years to permit the recruitment of 
a younger replacement. 


..WE FOU ND THE 
'CHESAPEAKE'S* GUNS 
HAP AU &E£N GIVEN 
NAMES WHICH WERE 
ENGRAVE!? ON C0PPBR 
PL Are UN EACH GUN.. 


..the names ihcuhpbp 

THE PREDICTABLE 
"BUNKER HILL 1 ; "TRUE 
BLUE* AND "YANKEE 
mrecroR", THE RATHER 

MENACING "WILFUL 

i UlHhk Hi JHL . i ___ -T- j *— 


NOTHING ODD 
IN THAT-WHY 
I'VE EVEN 
NAMEC? My 
water Pistol 
after you 


oh wfll,. 
THAT'5 THE 
END OF "OLD 
WINDBAG", 




A CCOMMODATION 


MALTA, MS IDA* Very central 
Guest room in family house. All 
rooms self catering with excellent 
facilities. TV. en suite. Extremely 
comfortable* Airport transfer* 
reasonable rates. 

Tel/Fax 00356 21313797 

^TORQUAY# 

Westgate Hotel 

* Ltcens e d Ra r ETR 4 ♦ ♦ ♦ 

* Family rooms available 

* Close to seafront + shops 

* H/C ; Tea+Coffee, TV ? All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker 
Both Ex-Navy 

Tel: 01803 295350 
Fax: 01803 213710 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING ON 
OUR WEBSITE? 

www.navynews.co.uk 


FLORIDA GULF 
COAST 

Buy lo Let or Vocation 
Condominiums 
Prices from only £48.000 
Resort Style Developments. 
Minutes from Sarasota/ 
Bradenton Beaches 

1PK International 
023 9200 6411 

w w w.Uari ciap ro pert I e&fu rsale.cn.uk 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on each 
Family Room. Enclose a S*A*E. for your receipt 

ACCOMMODATION; For Service Personnel* their families and dependents 
plus ex* serving personnel and R.N.A. members who may be visiting the 
Plymouth area* 

FUNCTIONS; We cater for all types of functions at very competitive 
prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions, Reunions of 
ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility* 


Royal Fleet Club 


Mo rice Square, Devon port, Pty mouth PL1 4PO 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
HOE AND SEAFRONT 

Friendly £ues5 house 
AH rooms ensuite inc r posh four poster. 
CTV, Tea/Coffee, CH Paftifcg 

Edgcumbe Guest House 

50 Pier Street, W&st Hot- ^ 

01752 660675 SL. V 

e*iqL?ifjes@G($gcumbeg»je5tlT£HJse. co. uk 
iwf.v.5rir|cumbegye5th>o-use.co uk 


Weekend Breaks, Re-Unions 

Dockyard, HMS Victory, The Warrior, 
Spinnaker Tower, Gun Wharf, 
Gosport Ferry Submarine Museum. 

All other major attractions are within 
walking distance. Previous guests always 
welcome to return. 

Amberley (International) Guest House 
37 Castle Fturtd, Suuthsea, Portsmouth PG5 
Tel: 023 92B3 056T Fax: 023 928? 613? 
Email: alyMMRton nett.com 



DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM 

119 High St, Old Portsmouth, POl 2HW 
Pub, Restaurant, Quality B&B, 
Competitive Rates 

HOLIDAY BREAKS 
WEEK-ENDS * REUNIONS 

Minutes from Dockyard, Station, Gunwharf 
Tel: 023 9282 7067 Fax: 023 9202 7095 

www. duk eof buck! ogham *c om 


1 Plymouth 

Chester Guest House 

54 Stuart Road, Pennycomequick 

01752 663706 

1 0-bcdroom property shorr walk from station.' 
town centre. 5-mjnuie- drive from docks. CTV. 

Tea''Coffee. Secure Parking. Garden. 
Email: info@chestexplymouth,co.uk 

- Families welcome - 

W EB: www.c hes te rplymouth- co. uk 



COPTHORNE 

HOTEL 

PLYMOUTH 


fffie <Party Starts Herel 

Christmas (Party Higfits 

Sunday unth Santa Carvery 
with presents for the %ids 

!New *Years Eve 'Time 
( Travellers ’ ELpravapanza 

Cad Today for Speciaf Offers 
Accommodation tf&tes 


Armada Way Plymouth 
PL1 1AR 


Plaque is passed on 


WARTIME naval memorabil¬ 
ia, such as the plaque of HMS 
Southdown, have a life of their 
own. 

As the wartime ship of Woking, 
the plaque was presented to the 
citizens in thanks for the money 
raised to build the ship. 

For many years the plaque lay 
hidden away in the Council’s 
vaults, and on being retrieved, was 
given to the Ex-Services Club, 
which is now extinct. It was hung 
in a side room, and rarely saw the 
light of day. 

In 1985 responsibility for it 
passed to the Woking RNA 
branch, who had it fully restored 
and displayed in a place of honour 
along with other memorabilia. 

Its passage through the years, 
however, was not over. 


The branch recently decided 
that this piece of naval history 
belonged to a younger generation, 
and presented the plaque to die 
local Sea Cadet Corps, where it is 
now proudly displayed in the foyer 
ofTS Dianthus. 

HMS Southdown, as part of 
the 16th Destroyer Flotilla, was 
attached to the Royal Escort Force, 
escorting East Coast convoys. 

She saw action in 1941, then 
on March 4-5 1943 and February 
22-23 1944, when she drove off 
the German 2nd and 8th MTR 
flotillas which were attacking the 
convoy she was escorting. 

Of the 17 destroyers of this 
class built, 1 5 were lost in the war. 
Southdown, built by J. Samuel 
White in Cowes, survived to be 
broken up in the mid-1950s* 



TT' ■ 




. 

AND bill 






" ™ 

*rnrniuiiM 






£3 


• Members of the No 4 Area RNA Reunion Committee present a 
cheque for £1,000 to the Portland Coastwatch at their Coastwatch 
station. The money ; raised at the reunion, was donated at the sug¬ 
gestion of Portland branch, and will be spent on the construction 
of a storm porch 
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Supjwr/irtx inttofwtuftttt Jiving for our 
i ' x-Servtrr t om m * 


FOLLOWING the presentation of a 15-seat minibus to Pembroke 
House, attended by Headquarters staff and representatives of No 2 
Area, it was realised that if a disabled resident needed to visit a doctor, 
dentist or hospital, the minibus would be unavailable to other residents. 
Fortunately it had cost less than expected, and with enough money in 
the kitty the National Council approved the purchase of an additional 
small vehicle, able to take a wheelchair and care staff, which will hope* 
fully be presented before Christmas, 

In the meantime, the former minibus of Pembroke House was pre¬ 
sented to the Medway Towns Sea Cadet unit, as reported in last 
month's Navy Netos. 


£50 PRIZE PUZZLE 


s 

Vj 

iiV 


o t i ii a !i 
t tf r a ni $ ' 
i ti t n e if 

thn-itj C.i. I Owi 


SVR Is a charity formed In 1910 which 
supports unique and unrivalled independent 
living accommodation for ex-Servlee 
community. We have residences in Edinburgh 
and Dundee, where each resident 
1 has their own fully furnished single 
•room accommodation, most of 
which are en-sulte end full board Is 
provided. 


a pretty lukewarm response, to 
be told 4 well nobody gets to read 
that crap 7 !” 

As die flow of information is the 
lifeblood of any organisation, all it 
requires is for one branch secre¬ 
tary to fail in their duty and ilic 
line of communication between 
Headquarters and the grass-root 
membership is severed. 


The role of the branch secretary 
in the life of the Association is an 
important one - and the majority 
work hard to fulfil this task and 
keep their members informed. 

Those who do not do this 
are failing the Association - and 
members of such branches might 
be better oft finding a more com¬ 
petent shipmate to do the job. 


THE mystery ship in our 
September edition was HMS 
Kenya, and her modified sister 1 
was HMS Ceylon. 

The £50 prize goes to Mr K 
Moorhouse of Plymouth. 

This month’s ship was com¬ 
missioned into the RFA in I960, 
initially on 20-year lease, and 
played an important role in sup¬ 
porting the Falklands campaign 
in 1982. She was sent to Taiwan 
for scrapping in the mid-1980s. 

We have removed her name 
and pennant number from the 
picture. 

If you can name her correctly 

r — 

i 

Name . 

1 

Address 

I 
I 


you could win yourself £50. 

Complete the coupon and send 
it to Mystery Picture, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH. 
Coupons giving correct answers will 
go into a prize draw to establish a 
winner 

Closing date for entries is 
December 8, More than one entry 
can be submitted, but photocopies 
cannot be accepted. Do not include 
anything else in your envelope: no 
correspondence can be entered into 
and no entry returned. 

The winner wit! be announced in 
our January edition. The competition 
i$ not open to Navy News employ¬ 
ees or their families. 


MYSTERY PICTURE 141 


My answer 


Second vehicle is purchased 


Plymouth provide 
a grand stand 


THANKS to the generosity 
of many sponsors, the RNA 
stand at Plymouth Navy Days 
proved a big attraction. 

The team in charge, led 
by S/Ms Arthur and Sue 
Gutteridge, were kept busy, 
dispensing tea, rum and nauti¬ 
cal artifacts. 

And the stand certainly 
attracted attention - helped 
by the superb replica flag mast 
and signal hoists made by S/M 
John Whiteman. 

A mega-raffle, organised by 
S/M Ted King, was won by a 
visitor from Bristol. 

The distinguished visitors 
to the RNA stand who were 
welcomed with a small tot of 
rum included First Sea Lord, 
Admiral Sir Jonathon Band, 
the GO of the Naval Base, Cdre 
Simon Lister, the CO of HMS 
Raleigh, Cdre John Keegan, 
the Officer in Charge of Navy 
Days, Capt David Larmour, 


and the CO of the Russian 
ship Admiral Chabanenko, 
Capt Serge Grishin. 

Centrepiece of the stand 
was a 5ft model of HMS Scott, 
borrowed from COMDEVFLOT, 
escorted by model warships 
from the City of Plymouth 
Model Boat Club. 

Local visitors were particu¬ 
larly interested in the cam¬ 
paign leaflets distributed by 
the branch to bring HMS 
Plymouth home for the people 
of Plymouth. 

S/Ms Bob Palmer (01752 
509931) and Sue Gutteridge 
{01752 849176) will supply 
details of branch membership 
and future events. 

Ot h er spo users t nc I u ded 
Drive for Life, the Trecarne 
Hotel and the Society of 
Independent Brewers, while 
Rob Anderson of Cellar Trends 
and Penny Lewis of Hebridean 
Liqueurs also helped. 


Tribute paid to Pembroke victims 


• RNA standards on parade at the former HMS Pembroke 


Association 
organises 
final dinner 

THE Plotting and Radar 
Instructors Association is to 4 go 
dormant ’ from March 31 next 
year, and is to hold a final Matapan 
dinner to mark the occasion. 

Although a lot of effort went 
into relocating die Association 
from HMS Dryad to HMS 
Colling wood, drafting and other 
commitments made it difficult to 
maintain an active organisation, 
and it became a struggle to form a 
committee) hence the decision by 
active members to go dormant. 

The Association thanks current 
and past members, and has issued 
an invitation to the final dinner, 
to be held at HMS Collingwood 
on March 17 2007, when it is 
hoped as many members, past and 
present, will be able to attend. 

Anyone who has donated mem¬ 
orabilia is welcome to reclaim it 
- any items not reclaimed will be 
put into storage* 

All enquiries abouL the closure 
of the clubhouse and the Matapan 
Dinner should be directed to CPO 
Ash 'Big Guns’ Coates via email 
at MWS-TS-SIMWPTI ® nrta. 
rrod.uk 

Tom retires 

AFTER a long association with 
the Torridgeside branch, 24 years 
as Chairman, wartime veteran and 
life member S/M Tom Bad dick has 
retired through ill health. 

As a mark of the esteem in 
which he is held, he was presented 
with a bosun's call on an oak stand 
by his fellow shipmates. 

S/M Bad dick joined the Navy 
at the age of 17 and went on to 
serve from 1943 to 1947 in HM 
ships Eggesford in the Med and 
Undaunted in the Far East. 


THE DEATHS of around 
130 ratings as they slept in 
their barracks almost 90 years 
ago has been marked at a 
ceremony on the site of the 
former HMS Pembroke, 

Now part of the Universities 
at Medway campus at Chatham 
Maritime, HMS r Pembroke can 
still be discerned in a number of 
old buildings which have been 
carefully restored and are now used 
by students of the Universities of 
Greenwich and Kent. 

And it was in front of the old 
Drill Flail, now a modern library, 
that the memorial service and 
parade was staged, the parade 
being commanded by S/M Tony 
Avery, assisted by S/M Chris 
Durban of Bromley branch. 

Representing the Royal Navy' 
were the Royal Marines band 
from HMS Raleigh, a Guard of 
Honour from Reserve unit HMS 
President) almost 50 standard 
bearers and 120 Sea Cadets. 

Guest of IT on our was Rear 
Admiral Philip Wilcocks, Flag 
Officer Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern Ireland, 
who praised the conservation work 
carried out by the universities and 
Medway Council before unveiling 
a new memorial plaque. 


Every year SVR cares for more than 
300 ex*Service men and women of 
all ages. Our philosophy is that our 
residents deserve the best quality 
of support, services, kindness and 
understanding we can provide, 
Dignity T privacy and respect for 
our residents are our principal 


WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 

Please send your donation, targe or smell to ensure that our 
veterans are looked after in years to come. 


Please make cheques payable to ‘SVR’ and send them to ; 
Marlon Anderson, Fundraising, SVR, 

53 Canongate, Edinburgh, EH8 BBS 

For information or to donate on-line visit 
www.svronllne.org 


communication 


shortcomings 


THERE are a few branch 
secretaries who are causing 
some headaches and frus¬ 
tration to Headquarters 
staff. 

They are the people who 
arc failing to pass on to their 
branch members information 
which is dispatched to them 
through the medium of the 
Monthly Circular. 

As a result of their failing to 
do this, angry phone calls are 
being received at Headquarters 
blaming staff there for failing to 
advertise events which Lite callers 
have missed - though they are 
publicised in the circular. 

What is also frustrating for staff, 
who are very aware of the impor¬ 
tance of communication, is being 
blamed for poor attendance at 
these events by failing to publi¬ 
cise them, when they have clearly 
done so. 

The September Circular 
observes: ‘Tt is somewhat gall¬ 
ing having advertised an event on 
five different occasions and had 


• The rededication ceremony is captured in the bell of a Royal Marine bandsman s instrument 


Picture: Phil WcEdon 


The bronze plaque on a granite 
plinth replaces an earlier version 
which went missing in the years 
between the RN withdrawing in 
1984 and the students moving in 


almost two decades later. 

Professor Alan Reed, represent¬ 
ing die Universities at Medway 
-who organised the event in part¬ 
nership with the Chatham branch 
of titc RNA said: £i The aim of 
the rededication ceremony was 
to show that, as custodians of 
the site, we very much respect its 
history, and acknowledge the sac¬ 
rifice made by those sailors nearly 
90 years ago.” 

The ratings were asleep on die 
night ol September 3 1917 when 
a German Gotha dropped two 


bombs, killing more than 130 
- the exact number is not clear 
as casualties for that day were 
recorded under the names of their 
ships. 

Among those laying wreaths were 
S/M John Wigley, Chairman of 
Chatham branch, and John Voice, 
grandson of victim Arthur Voice. 

The ceremony is also likely to 
be the last time that the Parade 
Ground echoed to the sound of 
Naval boots, and as such h regard¬ 
ed as the closing of a chapter in 
Medway naval history. 


Concerns over 


Ptdtune: Phil Weedon 
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NOTICEBOARD 


Where are you now? I Deaths 


HMS Blackwood: One of the ships 
served on was HMS Blackwood 1966-67. 
During that time a photograph of the ships 
company was laken whilst in Invergorden, 
is there any of the ship's company from that 
period who has the photograph and would 
bo willsng to send me two copies? Any costs 
would naturally be fully reimbursed. Con¬ 
tact Paul Anthony Matters at paml3l13@ 
yaftoo.oo.uk or write to Calie La Fabrics 5, 
Venta Santa Barbara, Loja, Granada, 13300, 
Spain. 

HMS Bulwark: Trying to trace a L/Air (AH} 
Dermis ‘Lew 1 Lewin who ! served with on 
HMS Bulwark 1960-62. Last known address 
Camberwell. London. Anyone who knows 
ol his whereabouts please contact Ron 
Mars!on, 15 Ty Westonia, Pierhead View, 
Penarth. Vate of Glamorgan, CF64 1SJ or tel: 
629 2070 3790. 

Howard Catt: Garry Cooper is looking 
for his old friend Howard, who joined the 
Navy on leaving school in 1960. At that time 
he lived in Ramsgate. Kent, Contact Garry 
Cooper al stuartcouper4@aol.com or tet 
01322 408572 or mobile: 07789 054974. 

HMS Cheviot: Frank Bond (former RN} 
is locking for Stanley Khcenemund who 
served on HMS Cheviot during the 1956-53 
commission in the Far East- Believed he was 
then drafted to HMS Delight following the 
Cheviot- Does anyone know of his wherea¬ 
bouts? He seems to have dropped off the 
face of this earth. Contact Frank Bond at 
ukshankS'Qyahoo-Oa or wnte to 808-111, 
Larch Street, Sudbury, Ontario, Canada, P3E 
4T5, 

HMS Coventry 1932: David Hart-Dyke 
is writing a book about the ship during the 
Falktands War which he will be dedicating to 
the ship's company. He would dearly like to 
have a fist of names and initials, and rates 
if possible, of the ship's company at that 
time. He is keen to hear from anyone who 
might have a list or know where he might got 
one from. Contact David at davidhartdyke© 
tiscali.co.uk or tel: 023 9263 2380. 

Devonporl Field Gun Association: Is still 
open to all past Field Gunners and supporters 
who wish to become members. Further infor¬ 
mation from Paula Garnriam at paula953© 
tiscaEE.co.uk or tel: 01603 322320. There is 
an angwerphone so please leave a message 
and we will return your call. 

HMS Regard $48/49/50 entries 1963- 
64: Don Fawcett would like to contact the 
following who joined HMS Frsgard, Torpoint: 
Ian Carter, Stuff Collick, Pete Coney, Mick 
Cottage, Dickie Daw, Pete Emery, John 
Rod well, Barry Rose and Sea use Wgi- 
Eace. For further details please contact Don 
Fawcett at fawcGtf.d©deutz.com or tel: 023 
9269 2964 or write to 15 Devon Road. Cop- 
nor, Portsmouth, P03 5ET. 

HMS Ftsgard: Steve Haworth joined 
with 773 entry at Fisgard, from 'GhrsssyV 
school in Accrington. Last heard (1991) 
he progressed to officer from CW£A, must 
be a WEO by now if he’s stilt in. If anyone 
knows and can contact him, can you ask him 
to get in touch with Kev Pickering. Fisgard 
FBI entry. Contact Kevin at kevpickering^ 


hotmail.com or tel: 07919 202006 or write to 
11 James Street, H uncoat, Accrington, Lan¬ 
cashire, 

HMS Jupiter: A reunion is being arranged 
for mid-2007 for ship’s company who served 
from December 1973 to August 1974, com¬ 
manded by Peter Gunning. Dates are very 
significant. Contact Eric Searlc ox PO(PRi) at 
ericfstmarkthink.co.uk or see the website at- 
www.hrasjupftef-reunion.co.yk or tel 01329 
665219. 

David Lansdowno: Last known address, 
Bournemouth. ex-Kingston Maurward Col¬ 
lege, Dorchester, aged 22 or 23, recently 
left the RN. He was a close friend of Nick 
Ash wood of Weymouth. They lost touch but 
Nick is urgently trysng to trace David to invite 
him to his wedding in January, Contact Mrs 
J Ash wood {Nicks mother} on 01305 766865 
or Nick Ashwood on 07767 963334, 

HMS Malaya: Seeking anyone who 
knows Lt C H Barrow, who trained in the 
training ship HMS Malaya around 1945-47- 
He is desperately trying to track down former 
shipmates to bury some skeletons and share 
some of the good times he had. If you can 
help contact John CoHin$,108 Farnsworth 
Road, Mickleover, Derby, DE3 OES, 01332 
513530. 

Malta: Nick Hickson. Chief Med Tech 
(1964-87} - Nick wonders where the Malta 
contingent of the Super Sports team 72- 
75 are now? Pete Hayward, Brian Wilson, 
Chuchee Faraaher, Bud Flanagan, Scouse 
Williams, Chalky White, Gordie Jim, Dick 
Cattermole and all the other winners of the 
in- service It's a Knockout in Malta 1973. Not 
to mention the football, cricket and hockey 
foams from RNH M'Tada Malta, If you have 
the courage to recall these events give Ar¬ 
lene and N ick a call. Contact N ick Hickson at 
nicarE_2@hotmail.com or tel: 01579 362816 
or write to Lewame Cottage. Bathpool, 
Launceston, Cornwall, FL15 7NW. 

Royal Marines 1959: Trying to trace Bob 
and Cathy Blytti. Sob served sn the Royal 
Marines, joining up in fate 1959 possibly. The 
fast time they were seen was in Pompey in 
tale 1971, just before San went overseas for 
two years. On his return he called at their 
house, onEy to find that they had moved. 
The person living there thought that they 
had moved to the West Country somewhere. 
If you know where they are contact Ian M 
Wallis at urznmyne@earthlink.net or write 
to 6450 Midday Lane, Mechanicsville, Va 
23111, USA. 

HMS Owen: Gown is looking for infor¬ 
mation on HMS Owen, 1951-53. His father 
served in this ship an a stoker. Gavin would 
like to contact anyone who served in the ship 
at that time, especially if you can help put 
names to people in photographs. Contact 
Gavin Standing at g.standing@nitiworld.com 
or write to 21 The Paddocks, Lancing, West 
Sussex, BN15 8DN. 

HMS Raleigh: Frobisher 42 class, Octo¬ 
ber 1978 (Seaman’s Branch). Anthony would 
like to hear from any class mates who trained 
with him, especially: Ex-Royal Mac McDon¬ 
ald, Andrew h Scol"ty' Scott, Paut Whitman, 
Paul 'Taff’ Kedwood, Terry Coleman, and 


anyone who remembers me. Please con¬ 
tact Anthony Waddon at as,waddon@tiscali, 
co.uk or tel: 029 2088 8759 or write to 18, 
isiwyn drive, Churchill Park. Caerphilly, Mid 
Glam, S.Wales. CF333FY. 

HMS Renown {stbdj: Does anyone know 
the whereabouts of LRO Dale 'Debbie' Rey¬ 
nolds who served on Renown from 1994 un¬ 
til 2000? Lost contact in Rosyth when they 
were in refit and Steve moved down South. 
Contact Steve 'Trigger' Royce-Rogers at 
steverhSsupanet.com or write to Moat Cot¬ 
tage, 5 Furlong, Warminster. Wiltshire, BA12 
9BU. 

Royal Arthur: Charles Walker, otherwise 
known as Charlie, was a National Service¬ 
man, 1948-50, based si Portsmouth, after 
training at Royal Arthur. He was a writer, and 
there weren’t many national servicemen in 
the RN at that time. His last posting was to 
HMS Montolare, first at Rothesay and then 
in dry dock at Rosyth. Still fit and active and 
enjoying retirement, he would be delighted to 
hear from any old comrades who read this. 
Contact Charlie at Walkerchr1y@aol.com. 
tel: 023 8079 0893 or write to 19 Sprtngford 
Crescent, Southampton SOI 6 5LF. 

San Diego: Lindsay Bowles, Canadian 
Air Force Major (Retired}, has been trying to 
track down Clive Rawson who was stationed 
in San Diego during' the mid 1960s so that he 
and his wife Helen can be invited to a reunion 
to be held in 2003. Lindsay saw an article on 
him and hi$ crew tn the Navy News, Ef you 
can help contact C Lindsay Bowles at Lind- 
sqy.bowlcs^rogors.com or write to 3617 
DeEson Drive. Navan, ON K4B 1K5, Canada. 

HMS Toff and HMS Spey: Donald Kirk 
served in HMS Taff and HMS Spey during 
WWfl. He is hoping that some of his old ship¬ 
mates might like to get in touch with him. 
He can bo contacted through his daugh¬ 
ter in law, Mrs Tessa Kirk at tessakirk© 
btopenworid.com or tel: 01275 332240 or 
write toc/o 20 Hillside Gardens, Bishop Sut¬ 
ton, Bristol, B339 5kG, 

HMS Tiger 1972: Far East Commission 
Communications Mess. Remember Fitzger¬ 
ald and Kirkwood? If you do they would like 
to hear from you as they have been talking 
about you recently. They can remember 
some names and even have a, couple of 
photos to share. Contact Dave Fitzgerald at 
daveandelaine®blueyonder.co.uk or tel: 
07939 039088. 

Harry Veevers: Beverley is trying to find 
□ut any info at all on her grandfather (good or 
bad} who served on various ships between 
1942 and 1945. She has some information 
but woo’d desperately love to find a photo 
Of him. Any information would be very much 
appreciated. Contact Beverley Holloway at 
Beveddyholloway#audi.co.uk or write to 4 
Wotston Meadow, Middleton, Milton Keynes. 
MK10 9AY, ‘ „ 

HMS Vigilant 1959-51; Tubby Ho I day. 
Ken Deacon, Tom Smith, all of the ERA's 
Mess. Dusty Miller would like to hear 
from you. Contact Keith at plmnldsalt^ 
blueyonder.co.uk or tel: 01752 318443 or 
write to 115 Stan boro ugh Road, RLymstock. 
Plymouth, Devon, PL9 SPJ. 


Petty Officer RS(U) Samantha Appleton. 
Entered Service 1992. Served HO BFSAI, 
NAVSEC, 2SUCNH, Fleet HQ NO, FCSM 
Northwood Ops, RN Gibraltar, HMS 
Excellent, Col ling wood and DCS A Commcen 
Whitehall. September 30. 

Lance Corporal Gordon ‘Gordy’ 
Alexander Campbell RM. Joined Marines 
1997. Strong operational experience from 
service in Kosovo, Northern Ireland, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Died during training accident at 
Pontrilas. September 25, Aged 28, 

ROSA Anthony Dedman, Fleet Target 
Group (792 Squadron}. Entered Raleigh 1984 
and served Culdrose, Phoebe, Illustrious, 
N Pi 02 7 {Cyprus}, Drake, Herald and 
RFANSU. October 2. 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Michael Pollock 
DSC. Entered Dartmouth in 1933 aged 13 


Ask Jack 


Navy News cutaways: Does anyone out 
there have, or know the whereabouts of, full 
schematic drawings or architectural plans 
for either Type 21 frigates or County-class 
destroyers? Wavy Wows would like to have 
cutaways drawn up of these ships in time 
for our Falklands Confrict supplements next 
year. Ef you can help, please contact Wavy 
News on 023 9272 5061 or e-mail, edit© 
navyne ws.co .uk- 

Naval Pipe Band: Seeking information 
regarding a Naval Pipe Band in Wgrtri War 1 . 
Donald has been informed that Neil MacKay 
RNR, from the Isle of Lewi's. Western Estes, 
a member of the Naval Pipe Band, was 
killed in an air raid on Chatham Barracks 
on September 4, 1917. There were pipers 
□n a number of ships and he wonders if this 
Naval Ripe Band was permanently stationed 
at Chatham or did they perform at naval 
parades and functions around the country? 
Contact Donald MacLeod at donaldj, 
madeod@tlscali.co.uk or at 49 Wtoodcroft 
Avenue, Aberdeen, AB22 8WY. 

HMS Hopper 33: Alan is looking for a 
photograph gf this barge, built sn 1912 on 
the Clyde and based in Ismailia on the Suez 
Canal sn 1942, She had two fall funnels 
abeam, a crew of abou t 30 and was equipped 
as a minesweeper and swept the canal from 
Port Said to Port Suez. If anyone can help 
could they contact Alan Watson, 27 Station 
Road, Witten le Wear, Bishop Auckland. Go, 
Durham, DL14 0AN, 

AB Leslie Victor House and HMS 
Hunter: Leslie joined HMS St Vincent sn 
1930 as a boy. believed to have come from 
the Poole area He was killed In an explosion 
so Hunter off the Spanish coast in May 1937 
and was buried sn Gibraltar. Robert would be 
grateful for any information about his life and 
that of his ship which was sunk at Narvik in 
1940. Contact Robert Lawrence at robert® 
I3wrertce07.wanadoo.co.uk or write to 16 
Diana Close, Gosport, Hants, P012 2RJ. 

HMS Invincible 1387; Would CROCK 
K J Davies send a SAE to S J Griffin, 49 
Amberley Road, Hilsea, Portsmouth. Hants, 
PG2 OTQ. 

Eagle, Albion and Antrim photographs: 
Harry asks if anyone can help him out with 
pictures and movements of his former 
ships. He has recently been burgled and 
a lot of personal belongings have been 
stolen, including commissioning books 
and numerous photographs. No worth to 
anyone, but it is a lot' of his life. The ships 
are: HMS Eagle 1 966-59, HMS Albion 1969- 
72. After leaving the RN he joined The NAAFI, 
serving in HMS Daedalus and HMS Antrim 
1973-76. Any information would be very 
much appreciated. Contact Harry' j Cook at 
haPTythehorselOO@hotrtiail.com or write to 
67 Brambfeeide, Kettennq, Northante. NN16 
9BP. 

H-MS Ulster 1957-58 Commission: 
Woody served as an M(E) In HMS Ulster 
and apart from a newspaper cutting; end 
pictures of the ship in the breaker's yard, 
he has no photos of his time onboard. He 
knows several photos were taken at the time 
and hopes that former shipmates wifi be able 
to help him with copies. He =s willing to pay 
any expenses. Contact Tony Woodman, 4 
Drummond Road, Blairgowrie. Perthshire, 
PH 10 6PD. 

Royal Naval Volunteer Band: -Seeking 
help from anyone who may know of the Royal 
Navy Volunteer Band which was operating" in 
1929-1930 perhaps out of Easteey Barracks, 
Southsea. I have two photos of my father 
in such a band, however the Royal Naval 
Museum and Royal Marines Museum, 
Eastncy Barracks have no information. Also 
seeking information or photographs of the 
Royal Naval and Marine Maternity Home in 
Clifton Road, Southsea from 1929-1937. If 
you can help, contact (Mrs} £ Chapman at 
dechapm an ©bigpond.oom.au or write to 
Carinya, Waltendbeen, NSW 2566, Australia. 

Whaler; The Western Australian Maritime 
Museum is reconstructing a 27ft motorised 
Whaler and is in desperate need of some 
pnotes or manuals showing the internal 
layout of these boats. Also looking for 
information on Enfield Diesel Engines 
HO series to refurbish exsstifsg engine to 
be placed into the whaler. Contact Norm 
O'Neill, Submarine Technical Officer, Nava; 
Collections Manager, HMAB Ovens SSG-70, 
Western Australian Maritime Museum, Cliff 
Street, Fremantle, WA 6160. 

HMS Worcester: Can anyone please 
help with information relating to the part that 
HMS Worcester played in the Channel Dash 
with particular reference to Ordinary Seaman 
Joseph Charles Ridgeley who was killed on 
February 12, 19427 Joseph was conscripted 
on May 14, 1941 at Colling wood. He was 
Eater attached to Victory before being posted 
to Worcester where he met his death. This 
information is being used to write a private 
family history of Joseph Ridgeley for the 
benefit of his family descendants. Contact 
Nigel Mortey at nige[,morley©ntlworld,com 
or tel; 07731 692704 or write to 30 Mount 
Pleasant, Key worth, Nottingham, NG12 
5EQ. 


Swap drafts 


Std 9 Davidson. Draft; Plymouth. Will 
swap for: any ship in Plymouth, Contact: 
07837 671550. 

Wtr O Williams. Draft; RAF Wittering, 
UPQ (current). Would like to swap for: any 
Portsmouth shore draft - this draft would 
be ideal for any northern-based Writers. 
Contact: 95351 7846 for details. 


in training ship Frobisher; midshipman In 
battleship Nelson; lent to destroyer Express 
in the Mediterranean (Abyssinian crisis, 
1935-36); as lieutenant appointed to the 
cruiser York, flagship of the America and 
West indies statiem in 1937; then Warspite 
at Malta until June 1939- As first lieutenant 
of Vanessa he saw action with Atlantic and 
Channel convoys until July 1940. Qualified 
as a gunnery' officer and was an instructor, 
Served in Arethusa in the Mediterranean, 
took part in battles around Malta, mentioned 
in dispatches for his gallantry. Appointed 
gunnery officer of Norfolk engaged in 
Russian convoy duties: twice mentioned in 
dispatches and awarded the DSC. Appointed 
LVQ for his role in the funeral of King George 
VI, 1952. Secorcd-sn-command of tee Far 
East Fleet Flagship and given command of 
a destroyer flotilla; 1963-64 he commanded 
Ark Royal in the Far East and African waters: 
appointed CB in 1966 and KCB in 1969. 
Appointed Flag Officer Submarines, 1966 
and later Controller of the Navy and First Sea 
Lord and GCB in 1971, Active in the policy 
whsch led to the 'through deck cruiser' - the 
Invincible class carriers. Retired in 1974. 
September 27. Aged 89. 

Sir Norman Biacklock. Surgeon Captain. 
Joined RN in 195'-. served National Service 
in Theseus and Warrior returning to civilian 
life in 1954 but remained Naval Reserve 
Officer. Rejoined Service and appointed to 
RN Hospitals Chatham, Plymouth, Malta 
and Haslur. He became the Navy’s Director 
of Surgical Research and received QBE in 
1974 and retired 1978 as a surgeon captain. 
Appointed medical adviser officer to the 
Queen on overseas visits an 1 976 and joined 
the Royal Household in HMY Britannia for 
the Queen's Silver Jubilee 1977. Appointed 
CVO in 1989 and at the conclusion of his 
last Royal tour to Hungary in 1993. KCVQ, 
September 7. Aged 78. 

Lt Joel C E "Jq-gT Blarney DSC, 
DSM. Submarine Engineer. Engineering 
apprenticeship began 1920, posted as 
ERA 5th class to Royal Oak and Valiant. 
Switched into submarines 1925, joining L52; 
also served in H29, LI 6, L21 and Oswald. 
Promoted to chief ERA ;rt 1937, posted to 
the submarine Seahorse; at the outbreak 
of war appointed chief ERA to Porpoise 
which was assailed for two hours by more 
than 80 depth charges. Although severely 
damaged she returned to Portsmouth 1 942; 
be wan subsequently invested with the DSM, 
Appointed to Shalimar under construction 
and assisted with intelligence assessment 
of the captured U-boat U570, which had 
been re-named Graph, Early 1944 he was 
appointed to the newly-built Strong bow, 
where he rejected items of machinery that 
had been inefficiently installed - her crew 
owed their Jives to his professionalism. 
Awarded the DSC, August 1945, for his 
bravery and distinguished service. Served 
in Umbra and Sanguine. After the war 
he continued in the submarine service In 
teaching and management posts and a short 
tour as engineer officer of the submarine 
Sidon. Submariners Association, Exeter 
branch, Fisgard Association. September 10. 
Aged 101. 

Peter 'Ronnie' Carroll CPO (OPS){M). 
Served HMS Victorious, Kent, Norfolk, 
Excellent. Fraser gun range, Cambridge and 
Dryad. August 31 . Aged 60. 

William Bill’ Pittendreigh. Boy Seaman, 
Served in HMS Comet (Far East}, Caledonia 
and Renown. Majestic ’Caledonia' 1937, 
Boy's 1939 Association and HMS Renown 
Association. Former Sea Cadet Officer 
Stonehaven. Aged 83. 

Sue Cooch. HMS Orion Association, 
associate member May 15, 

Bill Stephens. Seaman. Served Orion 
1942-44. HMS Orion Association, May 18. 

Gordon ' Pinoher' Martin. CPQ (Air) Fitter, 
Served 1939-53. Ships: Eagle, Theseus. 
Establishments: Kestrel. Condor, Fort Reitz, 
Fieldfare, RAF Goscombe Down, Gannet, 
Simbang and Daedalus. September 13, 

Peter Hughes. Seaman. Served HMS 
Duke of York 1944-46 and member Of 
association.. September 4. Aged 79. 

Anthony 'Tony' Webster. CPO. Served 
1967-89 in air squadrons 649 D (Gannets) 
and 815 (Lynx}; Air Stations St Vincent, 
RNAS Srawdy, Lossiemouth, Lee on Solent, 
Portland and Yeovilton. HMS Eagle, Phoebe, 
Batileaxe, RFA Fort Austin {Falklands 
campaign) and Invincible (816 Squadron). 
August 30. Aged 57. 

Alan Bibby. LSSA, Served 1947-60. 
Trained at RNH Chatham and served in RNH 
Plymouth and ships and establishments 
Raleigh, Blackcap, Sanderling, Drake, 
Euryalus, Bermuda, Daedalus, Heron and 
Ranoura. RNMBR 7 SBS Association. 
September 24, Aged 77. 

J J Gib bo' Gibson, CPO. Served in Loch 
Aivrie; Renown, survivor of HMS Warwick; 
instructor for Ghana and at Raleigh. HMS 
Warwick Survivors Association. August 26. 
Aged 86. 

John A Rocock. Able Seaman. Served 
1944-47 in Saumarez. Cavendish. Flying Figh 
and Ronavenfure. Russian Convoy Club and 
Standard Bearer for Burma Star Association. 
September 22. Aged 80. 

Jonathan Cohen, Trained as a cods'- 
breaker at Bletchiey Park and served in 
Naval Intel ligence in the Far East from 1942- 
45- September 26. Aged 63. 

John 'Jack' Somerville. AB QA3. Served 
1947-54 in Victorious, Barrosa, Drake, 
AJuania, Ulysses and Daring. HMS Daring 
Association {1952-54}. Aged 79. 

Jack Culshaw, VJWli veteran, Hariow 
branch, Normandy Veterans Association. 
Editor of Kedge Hook. Published a book 
about D-Day Frrsf in Lest Out. LST and 
Landing Craft Association, chairman of 
Essex branch, served in LBW1. LBW Floiiila 
and LSTs. September 30. 

George Mortimer. Joined TS Mercury 
1932. served until 1953. Wartime Telegraphist 
A-r Gunner; later Chief Asrcrewman with 812 
NAS, 14th Carrier Air Group, HMS Glory 
(Korea). TAGS and 14th Carrier Air Group 
Associations, September ID. 

David Lawrence. LEM(Air}. 812 NAS 
sorved Ariel. Dipper and Eagle. Member of 
the RNARS, call sign M3 BXR. 14th Corner 
Air Group Association. September 29. 

Mac Ritchie. LEM. Served 1956 
m Cheviot. HMS Cheviot Association. 
September 30. Aged 32. 

Raymond 'Spider' Kelley. Stoker, Served 
1960-69 in HMS Maryton (Far East), Dainty, 
Clarbeston, Punches! on (Persian Gull). 
August 28. Aged 64. 

Roland Clifford Galger. Served Adamant 
(Freemantle) during WWH, September 18, 
Aged 81. 

James h Jim' King. Stoker 1st Class. 
Served 1943-46 in Duke, STE Southampton, 
Darsae. Boscawen, Ross, Lucifer. 
Speedy and Victory f'RNB). September 17. 
Aged B1. 

Lt Gdr Richard 'Oifie 1 Edwards. Joined 


Raleigh and began his career as an AB; he 
spent 26 years serving sn Guernsey, Cornwall, 
Sheffield^ Pensacola (Florida) and FOST at 
sea, Digby, GCHQ and finally leaving RAF St 
Mawgan 2005. Harbourmaster at Newquay. 
October 7. Aged 49. 

Philip Bryant, Joined HMS St George 
(Isle of Man) an Boy 2nd Class 1942. Served 
in Black Prince. Drake, Pembroke. Ganges, 
Pad stow Bay, Sheffield end Broadsword. 
Served in Cossack (D57) as PO (RCl) 1953 
and loft in 1955. HMS Cossack Association. 
June 25. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Arthur J R Bannister, Telegraphist. 
Thurrock. Served 1942-46 in Wasp, 
MTB 231, Drake and Implacable. September 
15, 

Frank Bland. AB, Norwich. Served 1943- 
46, August 19, Aged 61. 

Frances Elsie ‘Frankie 1 Fowler (nee 
Bennett). L Wren Writer (S), Joined RN 
1946 and demobbed in 1949; rejoined 1951 
discharged on marriage 1952. Served Ceres, 
Daedalus and President. Swindon branch for 
30 years and Branch and Club Secretary for 
most of this time. September 20. 

Douglas Stuart Speed - Ip&wrch. Algerines 
Association. 

Peter Charles Thompson. Chairman 
Ipswich British Legion, and member of 
Ipswich branch RNA. June 25. 

George Rossiter, Stoker Mech. Branch 
Parade Marshal and served on the General 
purposes committee involved in welfare and 
organising social events for the Brentwood 
branch. Served in Triumph, Pembroke and 
Algerine class ships, September 21. 

Revd Ron Dark- Honorary member 
Brentwood, October 7. 

George Edward Wald ridge. Ipswich. LST 
landing Craft Association. July 29. 

Donald Thomas Kenna. Soham and 
district, First post-war cruise in HMS Duke of 
York. September 20, Aged 78, 

Jack Sharpe, Chief Yeoman. Minutes 
Secretary Of Wosf Mailing, Served 1937-46 
in Ganges, Royal Sovereign. Vengeance. 
Phoebe, Ivanhce and Franklin. September 
14. Aged 85. 

Christian lady Innes, City of Inverness. U 
Wren. Wartime service H-MS Garrick (Clyde) 
CinC Staff Far East with Admiral Louis 
Mouolbatlen. September 25. 

Sandy MacLeod, CH(ME), City of 
Inverness. October 3. Aged 75- 

Norman Hayward.' Oswestry, founder 
member. Served 1944-47. August 25- Aged 
79. 

E Fowkes. PO Cook. Lfteheld branch 
ter 36 years. Served 13 years in Victory, 
Maidstone, Siskin, Rattlesnake, Newcastle. 
Gamecock. Tyne, Si Vincent and Caprice. 
September 3. 

W G Mad docks. Vice president and life 
member Betfast. Served Drake and Far East- 
Juiy 13. 

D W Beattie. Former secretary Belfast - 
Served Caroline. September 7. 

HMS Illustrious Association 
Bill Lawson, Served from 1941-46; in 
Illustrious 43-45 and many years as National 
Chairman to HMS Illustrious Association. 
June. 

Bill Roberts, Served 1936-49: joined 
Illustrious when $he first commissionEd an 
1940 leaving May 1943 as a Leading Stoker. 
January 20. Aged 89. 

Charles Sullen, Served 1945-67; in 
Illustrious 1951 as LSM in engine room. 
March 23. 

Ken Evans, Served m ship 1943-46 in 27 
Mess as Canteen/Supply Assistant, March 
4. 

James Kingston. CPO (Cox'n), Served 
1935’60; in Illustrious 1940 at Taranto and 
Malta, leaving as PO in 1943. Augusl 14. 

LST & Lanping Craft Association 
C T Bowman. Served LSI (Lj Empire 
Spearhead and LSI(L) Glengyte. Fcbruarv 2. 

J M Bray, Served LCTs 876, 1344, 4086 
and LCIfL} 501- July 6, 

P J Myson. Served LST 62. August 18 in 
Switzerland- 

A Wheeler. Served LCP Flotilla 6. LSI(S) 
Pries Albert, LSifS) Princess Aslrid, HMS 
Dindonald and HMS Northney, August 23, 

D G North. Served LCI(L) 113, September 

1. 

S Turner. Served LOT 7006. September 
9 in Australia. 

SuEiMAfitM£Fi£ Association 
A 'Alt' Barlow. MEL Birmingham branch. 
Submarine service 1954’61 in Tactician and 
Thule. Aged 75. 

A R G ‘Andrew 1 Campbell. Mech 1. 
Portsmouth branch. Submarine Service 
19 54'76 in Upstart, Scorcher, X-Or aft, 
Scythian, Trump, Amphion p Qbenon, 
Resolution, Renown and Oracle. Aged 69. 

A “Bert' Onslow. AG ST. Merseyside 
branch. Submarine service 1942-46 in Clyde 
and Tactician, Aged 84. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Capt P C B Canter. Served: Brioton, 
Eskimo, Wasporton, Caprice, Saker, Juno, 
Blake, Sirius^ Active and Dryad. 

Cdr C H R Clive-Powell, Served: 
Vengeance, Pembroke, Birmingham, 
president, Drake. Raleigh and NATO. 

Lt Cdr D N Dalton. Served: Lrverpool, 
Comus, Virago, Theseus, Russell. Watchful, 
Loch Ruth vert, Drake and Cochrane. 

Rear Admiral N H Malim, Served; 
President, Manchester, Tnurnph, Britannia 
and Warrior. 

Lt A J C Reger. Served: Renown and 
Unicorn. 

Capt B K Shattock. Served: Pelican. 
Bramble, Superb, Birmingham. Phoenicia. 
Corunna, Bulwark, Centaur, Leander. 
Glamorgan, Mercury and Dryad. 

Lt R W Stanley RNVFt, Served' Cavalier 
and Douglas. 

Algerines Assooiatjo^ 

Sidney Miles. Stoker Mech. HMS 
Lightfoot. September 19. Aged 04. 

George Rossiter. Stoker Mech. HMS 
Waterwitch, September 21 . Aged 79. 

Tom Swalmam Stoker Mech, HMS Wave. 
October 1. Aged 89, 

Maurice Warren. Chief ERA. HMS 
Providence. October 4. Aged 87, 

Tom Harris, AB. HMS Hare. October 7. 
Aged 80, 

Fesgahd Association 

Barry ‘Bob’ Fletcher. ERA 1949. Series 
05. Augus t 1. 

Roger Symes. CMEAfH). 1963 Series 49. 
September 4. 

R G Poole. 1939 Colling wood, September 

3. 

Fred Gooch. 1949 Series 05. September 

12. 

M A - Alt’ Warren. 1935 Rodney. October 

4. 
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Ail revoir 
not 

goodbye 

THE MOD wants to know how to 
motivate those who have left the 
Service to stay in touch and have 
a continued commitment to serve. 
The MOD has asked the 
Institute for Employment Studies 
to carry out a study to find out the 
views of those who have left in the 
last three years and have a Regular 
Reserve liability. 

Some of the issues to be 
addressed will include leavers* 
overall understanding of their 
Regular Reserve liability when 
joining and leaving the Service, 
what leavers miss about Service 
life, and what incentives could be 
used to encourage leavers to stay 
in touch with the Royal Navy* 

The decision was taken to try 
to understand better the problems 
of Service leavers as a result of 
the recent increased deployment 
of reserves. 

The survey was posted to indE 
vidua I reservists in mid October, 
but if anyone did not receive a 
copy the survey is available online 
at www.em ploy mentresearch . 
co.uk/services* 

Any queries should be directed 
to Dilys Robinson at the Institute 
for Employment Studies on 01273 
873122 or e-mail dilys.robinson@ 
em pi oy me nt-sl udies.CQ.uk* 



• HMS Manchester alongside in Devonport 


All ships 
in shape 


IOIALLINCj almost four years in rent, submarine HMS Talent and 
destroyer HMS Manchester have left the nurturing world of Devonport 
Management Limited to return to sea. 


The hunter-killer submarine 
racked up most of that time with 
a thorough three-year overhaul in 
DML’s hands. 

Commanding Officer Cdr 
David Lightfoot said: “This 
represents the culmination of a 
long and challenging phase of 
refit activity and the beginning 
of HMS Talent’s return to opera¬ 
tional service. 

“The dedication and teamwork 
of all involved, especially in the 
latter stages, has been very effec¬ 
tive in overcoming the compli¬ 
cations you might expect from 
such a large and complex work 
package. 

“HMS Talent sets sail in good 
shape and in good heart ” 

The overhaul has involved a 
total of two million man hours 
including reactor refuelling, die 
installation of the sonar 2076, and 
a new heat management system, 
as well as a total refurbishment. 

Despite the long time out of 
action, the submarine has returned 


from refit on time and with a 
significant £6 million saving on 
previous projects. 

A mere seven months was all 
it took to turn HMS Manchester 
into one of the nation’s most capa¬ 
ble warships. 

The "Busy Bee' is the first Type 
42 to be fitted with a modified 
transom flap for improved fuel 
efficiency, allow’ing her to operate 
for longer periods at sea with a 
reduced cost. 

Cdr Bill Evans, the destroy¬ 
er's commanding officer, said: 
“This is a key milestone for HMS 
Manchester, which has been 
reached after seven months of 
significant effort and teamwork 
between DML and ship’s staff. 

“We are thrilled to be going 
back to sea to prepare ourselves 
for the operational challenges that 
are to come next year.” 

The future for HMS Manchester 
holds a work-up with Allied forces 
in the US before deploying to the 
Arabian Gulf 


THE TIME OF YOUR LIVES 

NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the 
November headlines of past decades... 


40 years ago 

The gufded-missile destroyer 
HMS Devonshire and new Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary RFA Oleander 
paid a call behind the 'Iron 
Curtain 1 with a goodwill visit to 
the Bailie states and Russia, 

Anchored in Leningrad, the 
Navy destroyer was crowded 
with visitors keen to explore 
the British warship. 

Sailors from Devonshire 
got the chance to venture on 
to Russian soil, with a trip to 
the summer palace of Tsar 
Peter the Great - although the 
Leningrad Metro proved some¬ 
what baffling,,. 

Other stop-offs on the trip 
were Helsinki and Gdynia. 


30 years ago 

A new squadron 700L formed 
up at RNAS Yeovilton - the 
first Naval air squadron to be 
equipped with the new Lynx 
helicopter. 

The new squadron was a 
joint British-Dutch venture with 
personnel from both countries 
working side by side in this 
intensive flying trials unit to 
evaluate the aircraft's opera¬ 
tional performance before its 
introduction to the Fleets. 

Back to the modem day, the 
next generation of Lynx aircraft 
is in development, under the 
guiding hand of an 1PT based in 
Yeovilton - and Future Lynx will 
be in service within 10 years* 


20 years ago 

Twenty years ago "260 British 
veterans of the Arctic con¬ 
voy received recognition from 
Russia for their services to the 
Soviet Union during World War 
2 . 

This was the first time that 
the USSR awarded so many 
of one type of medal to people 
outside Russia. 

The 260 were all members of 
the newly-formed British North 
Russia Club. 

in October 2006 the first 
badge has now been awarded 
to Arctic Convoy veterans in the 
shape of the Arctic Emblem, a 
white star with a red centre 
bearing the words The Arctic 1 . 



• The first Royal Naval Lynx helicopter of 700L Naval Air Squadron, a joint British-Dutch venture, 
arrives at RNAS Yeovilton in the 1976 Navy News 


NOTICEBOARD 



Reunions 


a /Appointments 


Fisgard 812: After 26 years maybe get 
together ^nct baup a few beers in Torpofot. 
Anyone interested?. Please contact Kurt, 
Game Farm Cottage, Main Road, West 
Bilney, King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE32 1 HP. Tek 
01 760 337539. 

January 2007 

HMS Caledonia: S50 Entry £RAr* and 
Shipwrights, Collingwood Division 1065-67 
will hold their next reunion at the Portsmouth 
Marriott Hotel, January 12-13. For further 
details please contact Don Fawcett at 
fawcett.d@deutz.com or tel: 023 9269 
2964 or write to 15 Devon Road, Gopnor, 
Portsmouth, PQ3 SET 

BRNO Dartmouth 1977: A 30th reunion 
dinner for all those who joined Britannia 
Roy at Naval Colleger in January 1977 is 
being planned for January 20 at BRNG. 


Please make early contact with Bungy 
Williams at Bungyirw@hotmaiil,eom or tel: 
0117 913 6965 for details. 

February 2007 

HMS Torbay: 1st Commission Reunion, 
Will take place at the Matesiic Hotel. Barrow 
In Furness, February 3. Names plus £10 
deposit to WQ1 Paul Donoghue at fost-sm- 
st25@a,d]i.mod.Lik or tel: 01436 674321 ext 
6453 or write to TOST SM, HMNQ Clyde 
GS4 8HL. 

HMS Pond ope: Reunion and AGM 2007. 
To be held in Blackpool, February 16-13. 
Contact the Secretary JWke Bee at mike. 
bee@ntlworld.com or write to 1 Oddfellows 
Street, Mirfield, WF14 9AB, 

March 2007 

HMS Exeter: Reunion at the Richmond 


Hotel, Torquay, Devon, March 9-12. Please 
contact Sam Deeley at dukashotels© 
hotmafl.co.uk or tel: 01303 217947. 

HMS Bulwark, Albion and Centaur 
Association: Did you ever serve in Bulwark. 
Albion or Centaur? The Association is open 
to anyone who served at any time on these 
ships. Magazine three times per year plus 
events including AGM/Socsal, sea-days and 
anniversary commemorations. AGM 2007 
ss on March 31 on board the restored HMS 
Trincomalee. prevously Foudroyant. at thB 
historic Quay in Hartlepool. The Social will 
be at the Hiilcarter Hotel. Membership is 
just £3 per annum! Enquiries to Leigh Easton 
at ngsfo@ti scali.co.uk or website http:// 
www.bgiwarkassoc.pl us.com or write to 
Glenmoray, Hayford Place. Cambusbarron. 
Stirling. FK7 9JX. 

HMS Dasher [1943) Association: The 
annual remembrance spry ice and reunion 
takes place, March 23-25 at Ardrossart, 
Scotland, it is open to all members of the 
Association and any survivors, relatives, 
rescuers, friends who have yet to join the 
Association, Details from Ron Marston on 
029 2070 3790 or e-maii; ronald.marslonl @ 
tesco.net 

April 2007 

HMS Ladybird [Sasebo Japan) 
Association: The 2007 Reunion ana AGM is 
being held at the Savoy Hotel, Bournemouth, 
April 27-29 (please do not ring the hotel 
direct). Details from Terry Cooper. 23 
Hop grove Lane South. Malton Road, York, 
YQ32 9TG, tel/fax: 01904 4 25833. 

May 2007 

HMS Ruler/SBS Squadron NAS: Reunion 
in Portsmouth. May 13-2 1 . Details from John 
Robson on 023 9079 6533 or Ted Restatl on 
0117 932 7074. 

June 2007 

RNAS Culdrose WO and SRs Mess: The 
Falklands 25th Anniversary dinner will be 
held Juno 21, 2007, all past members and 
veterans wishing to attend should contact 
Caroline on 01326 552233, 

October 2007 

HMS Danac (First Commission): This 
40th anniversary reunion will be held at 
the Royal Fleet Cfob, Mohoe Square, 
Devonport on Saturday Oclo&er 13. 2007. 
For more information contact Mac at rnqcfi# 
hms-efanae,com or tel: 07761 717139. 


Maj N J Grace to RM Band Portsmouth 
as Director of Music on January 12 2007. 

Lt Cdr B J S Wheaton to 759 Squadron 
Sea hawk, RNAS Culdrose, as CO on Janu¬ 
ary 2 2007. 

Gapt K Win Stanley to be promoted Com¬ 
modore and to UKMCC Telia as UKMCG on 
October 19. 

Cdr R J A Betifield to be loaned from 
HMS Portland to HMS Argyll in command 
September 11 ‘o 17. 

Cdr S R Drysdale to be loaned HMS 
Sovereign as GO on September 12 to Oc¬ 
tober 1. 

Lt Cdr G C S Smith to 849 Squadron B 
Flight as CO on February 13 20D7. 


Sports tottery 


September 16: £5,000 - OM(WSM)1 T 
S Jackson, HMS Tireless: £1,500 - Mne M 
Barrett, FPGRM; 2500 - AEAAPP A S Flem¬ 
ing, HMS Sultan 

September 23: E5.000 - MEM2 M A 
Ducker, HMS Lancaster; £1,500 - NAAH2 A 
J Pearce. RNAS Yeovilton; £500 - SA2 T U 
Richardson, HMS Nelson 

September 30: £5.000 - Lt M Cox, 
JFCHQ Agrippa; £l,5QQ - LMEA J Dyke. 
HMS Trafalgar: £500 - PDA EM Pollard, Yeo¬ 
vilton 847 Squadron 

October 7; £5,000 - Std2 J R Western, 
HMS INu$triou$: £1,500 - Mne 0 D Phil¬ 
lips, Commando Logistics Regiment; £500 
- G POME A H D Leader, HMS Sceptre 
October 14: £5,000 - MEM2 R W Mc¬ 
Gee. HMS Bulwark; £1,5DD - MEAAPP G J 
Murray, HMS Sultan; £500 - 2/Lt L Marshall 
RM, HMS Neptune 


Navy News on tape 

Navy News Is available free of charge 
on tape from Portsmouth Area Talking 
News for those with difficulty reading 
normal type. Contact 023 9269 0851 
and leave a message with a contact 
number. No special equipment is 
needed to play the standard 90 -minute 
cassettes. 


Entries for the Deaths’ column and Swap Drafts 
in December’s Noticeboard must be received by 

November 13 


noticeboard entries 

& Notices for this page should be brief T dearly written or typed and 
addressed to - The Editor* Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth* POI 
3HH or email: edit@navynews.co.uk. If you are sending your notice tn via 
email, please include your full address and telephone number. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry in a 
particular edition cannot be guaranteed. 

M Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before 
the month of the event 

■ There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of 
requests, 

■ Entries are free to non-commercial organisations. Items pertaining to 
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as 
paid-for advertising. 

■ The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse publication of submitted 
notices. 

■ Space does not allow us to accept more than one free insert. Any 
subsequent notice will have to be paid for at advertising rates. 



Hav e You Mis sed 

Limited stocks of back copies 
1997 - Present all copies 
Ring Anne Young 
PORTSMOUTH 023 9273 4448 
f or order online at www. 
navynews.co.uk 

email: subscriptions@navynews.co.uk 
Navy News - The Paper that lives up to its name! 




Association of 
Royal Navy Officers 


ARNO is the Membership 
Association and Charitable Trust 

for serving and retired commissioned 
officers of the RN. RM, QARNNS, the 
formerWRNS and their Reserves. 

The ARIMO Charitable Trust 

provides advice and access to 
charitable funds for those members, 
their wives, widows and dependents 
who are in need and/or experience 
financial difficulties. 

Membership Association 
subscription: El 2 annually or a single 
payment of £ I 80 for Life Membership. 


Benefits of membership 
include; 

-* an Annual Year Book which has many 
i n wresting articles and useful 
information 

* a secure on-line membership list 

* a special rate for roadside 
breakdown cover 

+ temporary membership of the Naval 
Club. Mayfair, London 
- provision for buying and selling 
uniform andfor swords 

* an identity card 

* entitlement to various trade discounts 
J regional social functions (subsidised) 

and marry more benefits end services 


Contact details; tel: 020 7402 523 1 fax: 020 7402 5533 
email: osec@arno.org.uk www.arno.org.uk 

Please send me 
; Name & address 


to: Membership Secretary, Afl.NO, 70 Porchestcr Terrace, LONDON W 1 3TP 
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Never-say-DII 
attitude 
helps with 
new system 

RM INSTOWj home to 11 
Amphibious Test and Trials 
Squadron RM, is the first 
unit in Fleet to go live with 
the newly-installed Defence 
Information Infrastructure 
(Future) - DII/F. 

John Martin, Head of N6 
Information Systems Services aL 
Fleet HQ, said: “ This is a turn- 
mg point for the DII programme, 
and a notable first for the Naval 
Service.” 

The DII/F project will replace 
numerous individual information 
systems throughout the MOD 
with a single, more efficient infor¬ 
mation infrastr uc ture. 

DII will revolutionise the way 
in which the .MOD shares infor¬ 
mation and works both internally 
in the fixed environment and with 
allies on deployed operations, 

Graham Hill-Adams, 
the ATLAS Consortium’s 
Implementation Manager for 
RM In stow, said: 'There were no 
examples to work from during this 
migration; everything we did was 
for the first time, so teamwork 
was key, 

“This was the first regular unit 
migration in the programme, so 
there was no room for error. I 
was very happy when we achieved 
element completion without any 
problems 

Migration at RM Ins tow was 
swiftly followed by similar success 
at RMRTyne, where a First User 
Live capability was also delivered 
in mid-August, followed by final 
assurance a week later. 

Steve Brewster, the ATLAS 
Implementation Manager for the 
RMRTyne site, highlighted the 
outstanding efforts of the ATLAS 
and MOD team who worked 
together in partnership to achieve 
First User Live on time, prais¬ 
ing the helpfulness, hospitality 
and team-working skills of the 
personnel at Tvne, led by their 
Commanding Officer, Lt Col 
George Matthews RM. 

Migration to DII/F continues 
across the Fleet estate, with some 
16 Reservist Units expected to 
achieve a First User Live by the 
end of this year. 

In 2007, migration activ¬ 
ity will capture the naval bases, 
air stations, RM units and the 
remaining RNR and RMR popu¬ 
lation, with a Last User Live in 
this first Increment of the DII/F 
programme expected around 
October. 

Afloat, the migration sequence 
is linked to the current Fleet refit 
programme; the first platform 
due to receive DII/F is HMS 
Cumberland in 2007. 

It's your 2-6 

NEED to get your message 
across to the rest of the RN? 

To feature in 2-6 contact Lt 
Cdr Dave Joyce at Fleet Media 
Ops on 93832 8809 or Lt Cdr Aj 1 
Ajala at DPR(N) on 9621 85984, 

The eighth 2,6 DVD will be 
out shortly, featuring Logistics 
Branch development, Reserves 
integration, and Navy News act¬ 
ing editor Sarah Fletcher talking 
about RN merchandising. 


RN embraces 
flexible careers 


Further information about the 
Full Career h in 2006 DIN 02- 
278. 

Any candidates who arc joining 
the Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
after November 1 this year should 
contact their Career Adviser in or¬ 
der that they can be briefed on the 
Full Career, and be issued with a 
new Form S3049 - Notice Form 
for Entry/Re-entry into the Naval 
Service. 

T"he Second Open Engagement 
(20E) will be replaced by the Ex¬ 
tended Career (EC) from June 
next year for the RN, and Novem¬ 
ber the same year for the RM. 

The Extended Career will not 
be limited to five or ten-year- 
blocks like 2QE but could be of¬ 
fered at varying lengths, from two 
to fifteen years. 

Further information about Ex¬ 
tended Careers will be released in 
a DIN early next year. 

The Flexible Career Structure 
also includes a change to legisla¬ 
tion which allows for careers other 
than FC to be offered to new en¬ 
trants or re-entrants in the future. 

These will be known as Tailored 
Careers (TCs), which are not 
available at the moment and will 
only come on stream if there is a 
Service requirement for a particu¬ 
lar target group. 

Further work on identifying the 
application of Tailored Careers is 
in progress. 

The Flexible Career Structure 
is one of many projects aimed at 
modernising employment in the 
Naval Service, and it is hoped 
that over time it will bring more 
flexibility for the Service and the 
individual and will he of benefit 
to all 


attending to the failing 


A NEW system called 
Minor Administrative 
Action will be introduced 
from next spring to deal 
with minor professional 
and personal failings. 

This will be a properly reg¬ 
ulated system to deal with 
incidents that are not serious 
enough to be trooped for. 

Royal and the Army are well 
used to this system, which enables 
ail superior officers (leading hands/ 
corporals and above) to take imme¬ 
diate action to sort out their troops 
if they perform inadequately. 

When the Army introduced 


their equivalent AGAI 67 ■ they 
saw a big drop in the number 
of disciplinary cases requiring 
summary trial, as all the minor 
professional failings were dealt 
with on an administrative basis 
quickly, effectively and fairly. 

As these are administrative 
actions they will not involve the 
Reggies, but will be dealt with by 
departments/part of ship. 

'litis system will give our lead¬ 
ers, senior rates and officers a 
greater ability to take charge, get 
standards right and correct poor 
behaviour or performance. 

The sort of thing we are talk¬ 
ing about here is being adrift 
for both watches, sloppy work. 


poor kit, minor insubordination 
and minor diversity or equality 
infringements. 

The "golfbag 5 available to deal 
with these Failings will include: 

51 Show Musters/Parades: This 
would involve up to three musters 
(45 minutes maximum duration) 
between 0700 - 2300hrs in what¬ 
ever uniformed dress and equip¬ 
ment as directed by the superior 
rank originating the award. Skills 
training and appropriate physical 
training may be included if the 
individual’s failing warrants it 
SI Extra Duties/Tasks: An indi¬ 
vidual may be required to carry out 
up to three extra duties or tasks in 
addition to his or her normal duties 


in order to emphasise the efficient 
performance of those duties 
fi Extra Work: An individual may 
be required to carry out general 
jobs not directly associated with 
normal duties in his or her spare 
time in order to correct a failing 
H Recorded Oral Warning: A 
verbal warning detailing an indi¬ 
viduals shortcomings and giv¬ 
ing advice on how to rectify the 
behaviour.- The warning is subject 
to review for up to three months 
IB Counselling: This may be used 
for minor breaches of the code of 
social conduct and should take the 
form of re-educating an individual 
in Equal Opportunities Policy. 
It would also be appropriate for 


dealing with inefficiency due to 
alcohol, and may also be used for 
placing an individual on a one-day 
alcohol awareness course, if for 
example their bad time-keeping or 
poor turnouts are due to regular 
over-indulgence in alcohol 
51 Return To Unit: This can be 
used during non-career courses 
or temporary loan, for example, a 
squadded rating loaned to another 
unit for employment; in most cir¬ 
cumstances the individual should 
have been previously warned. 

All actions will have to be 
endorsed by an appropriate 
Reviewing Officer before they can 
be imposed, and the individual 
will be asked if he wants a full 
review in all cases. 


your voice heard 


A CAMPAIGN to remind Royal 
Navy personnel of the impor¬ 
tance of registering to vote 
in elections is well under way 
across the globe. 

The campaign, launched 
by the Electoral Commission 
and the MOO, coincides with 
the ‘Annual Canvass 5 , when 
UK householders are asked to 
supply details for the Electoral 
Register. 

The system has been 
changed to make it easier for 
Service personnel and their 
families to vote, thanks to the 
Electoral Administration Bill 
which was recently passed in 
Parliament, 

Every unit has appointed 
a Unit Registration Officer 


(URO) who is responsible for 
the distribution of information 
and registration leaflets. 

And every unit was asked 
to hold a Service Electoral 
Registration Day’ last month, 
while the MOD has set up 
dedicated intranet and inter¬ 
net sites. 

Among the units supporting 
the scheme were Portsmouth- 
based frigates HM ships 
Westminster and Iron Duke. 

The Westminster URO, Lt 
Richard Brooksbank, dished 
out leaflets while the ship was 
alongside in Muscat, while his 
colleague in Iron Duke had 
shipmates signing forms while 
the Type 23 warship was off 
the coast of Jamaica. 


If the Individual receiving the 
action still feels that he or she has 
been unfairly treated, redress may 
be sought through the normal 
complaints procedure. 

Of course the Reggies and 
Jossman will not be made redun¬ 
dant - the new system will not be 
appropriate for any criminal act or 
serious disciplinary offence; being 
adrift when the ship is under sail¬ 
ing orders or misbehaviour ashore 
in the public eye will certainly 
result in “Off Caps” at Table in 
front of the XO or CO. 

Further information will be pub¬ 
lished shortly as a Galaxy Brief and 
in the Autumn Personnel Support 
Brief, and a JSP is expected to be 
published by December. 

The RN Armed Forces Bill 
Implementation Team and 
Divisional Support Team will con¬ 
duct roadshows during this month 
to brief senior staff on the details 
to pass down to their units. 


• Members of HMS Portland receive their De fence Learning Portal (DLP) accounts and passwords; from 
left ; PO Andy Sinclair, LET Charlie Spencer and ET Dave Gilliam Picture: la (Phot) ai&x Gave (frpu) 


THE DEMANDS of a modern, 
flexible fighting force has led to 
the development of a new career 
structure for the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines which draws on the 
strength of the existing system but 
recognises the need for a more im¬ 
aginative approach. 

The new Flexible Career Struc¬ 
ture has been designed to make 
the RN and RM more adaptable 
to current and future manning 
challenges. 

In particular, the new initiative 
will: 

0 Align length of service with 
the new Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme 05 (AFPS 05) for new 
entrants 

U Give more flexibility to deal 
with manning challenges caused 
by such factors as the ‘Black Hole*, 
changes in aspirations of future re¬ 
cruits and changes in the state of 
the economy 

0 Enable the Naval Service to 
retain those in whose skills it has 
invested most. 

One of the most obvious chang¬ 
es will be that from now on per¬ 
sonnel will join on ‘careers’ instead 
of * engagements’. 

As of the first of this month, 
new entrants to die RN and RM 
will join on a Full Career (FC), 
Which replaces the Open Engage¬ 
ment (OE), and will last 18 years 
or to the age of 40, whichever is 
the later. 

This matches the Early Depar¬ 
ture Payment point of the AFPS 
05, 

There will he no opportunity for 
drose on an Open Engagement to 
transfer to the Full Career as there 
is no Service requirement, and it 
would not benefit the Individual, 


Register to make 


• LQM(C) Greenway ET(WE) Hazefdine and OM(C) Elliott register 
tc vote while on Atlantic Patrol Task (North) duties in HMS iron 
Duke off the coast of Jamaica 


Top tips: the 


THE DEFENCE Learning Portal (DLP) is your 
gateway to more than 250 eLearning courses. 

It will allow you to develop skills in computer use, 
presentations and all levels of team management, as 
well as providing military skills courses and the latest 
and improved animated JPA self-service courses. 

Following die detailed article in October's Navy 
DLP account details and passwords have now 
been issued to all RN ships and submarines and RM 
units. 

Here are some top tips which will help you make 
the most of your DLP account, with thanks to HMS 
Portland's ship's company for their input: 

0 Your user ID is your service number 
0 Your password must be changed on first use to an 
eight character password that you can remember. It is 
case sensitive so check caps lock on your keyboard 
0 You can log on to the DLP at work, if alongside or 
ashore, using the MOD intranet link on hitp://www. 
cllp.mod.ufc. 

0Yqu can log on the unclassified DLP at home or 
on the move using the following internet link http:// 
www.dlp.r.mil.uk 

0 Access to work and home DLP accounts is treated 
differently, as only unclassified content can be viewed 


ABC of DLP 


at home. This means changing your password on the 
work DLP account will not automatically transfer 
the new password to your DLP home account. When 
you first use DLP at home, or on the move, use your 
original issued password then change it 
0 Once into the DLP, you can browse what is avail¬ 
able by clicking on the catalogue button. Once you 
see a course you are interested in click on ‘enrol' and 
then launch. You can then start your learning - it's as 
simple as that 

0 If you have recently changed units or your DLP ac¬ 
count details have not yet caught up with you, access 
can be gained by contacting die DCS A 2 4-hour help¬ 
line on 96600 8910 from work or 0870 6008910 on 
an outside line. You will need to say “DLP" within 
the voice activated system and the operators will as¬ 
sist you to log on 

0 Remember your DLP password is for your eLearn¬ 
ing only and does not give you access to your Joint 
Personnel Administration (JPA) account. 

Log on and check out the range of new skills you 
could master at your convenience and all at the press 
of a button! 


Failing to attend - and 
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The Royal Navy writes on the issues affecting you 


Lively 
approach 
‘gives DVD 
credibility’ 

THE old style RX video used 
to show an admiral on the 
bridge of a ship, or in front: 
of a marble fireplace in Main 
Building* addressing his audi¬ 
ence about the Furore Fleet, 
The 2-6 DVD, by way of com 
eras 13 is a fast-moving magazine 
format which owes more to break¬ 
fast TV than dear lower decks. 
Produced by the award-winning 
production company CTN, 2-6 is 
presented by young sailors, and 
interviews with senior officers are 
comparatively rare. 

When it first came out its infor¬ 
mal, sometimes irreverent, tone 
raised some eyebrows, but feed¬ 
back is generally positive, said Lt 
Cdr Aj Ajala, 302 (IC) DPR(N), 
who is now working on the eighth 
DVD -■ CTN was commissioned 
to produce 12 in total. 

He said: “The format is aimed 
more at the 1 8-30-year-old than 
the senior officer, so iPs lively and 
watchable. It gives credibility to 
have AP>s talking about issues, and 
they use standard, plain English. 

“We have been able to get our 
messages across, and get away 
from interviewing admirals, 
commodores and captains, 
although we still talk to them to 
get answers from senior people 
who are driving issues.” 

For all its light-hearted 
approach, 2-6 is an endorsed 
Internal Communications chan¬ 
nel, along with Fleet Cascade and 
Galaxy messages. 

Lt Cdr Ajala added: “The issues 
it raises apply to everyone, 

“IPs the perfect tool to start the 
DO'S meeting with ■ we aim to 
raise the same issues that follow in 
the briefing in a watchable, inter- 


Second phase of selection process ends 


THE SECOND phase of the 
Warfare and Engineering Branch 
Transfer process (BTQ 2 ) is now 
complete. 

Aiming to capture personnel 
who were still on the untrained 
strength during the previous selec¬ 
tion rounds, a total of 420 ques¬ 
tionnaires were considered. 

The selection board comprised 
branch managers and subject mat¬ 
ter experts, with every comment 
made by both transferee and their 


line managers carefully considered 
before selections were finalised. 

The board's final decision was 
based on Lhe individuals* choice, 
line managers' comments and the 
needs of the Service, 

You may remember that Phase 1 
resulted in 98 per cent of LHs and 
88 per cent of ABs gaining their 
first branch choice, with nobody 
given their third preference. 

For this second round, first 
preference selection was again 


high, with 87 per cent given their 
first choice and 13 per cent their 
second - fortunately, preference 
once again matched the require¬ 
ment closely. 

A signal has been issued to all 
units detailing the transfers and 
selections made. 

Warfare and Engineering Branch 
Development rollout of ships con¬ 
tinues on track with HM ships 
Northumberland, Ark Royal and 
Richmond having been implement- 


Logical logistics 


ON Branch Development 
Vesting Day, March 30 
2007, the Logistics Branch 
will be changing along¬ 
side their Warfare and 
Engineering counterparts. 

After 18 months of work 
the Navy Board has agreed in 
principal changes to the cur¬ 
rent Logistics specialisations* 
This is much more than just a 
name change, and will see some 
differences in the way business is 
conducted on 2 Deck, 

The Navy’s focus is now firmly 
on expeditionary warfare, with the 
emphasis on joint working with 
the other two Services, 

Many of the systems that sus¬ 
tain our people and equipment 
on operations are becoming tri- 
Service - the best example being 
JFA - and our training is becoming 
mote joint as well as the Defence 
Training Review moves towards 
implementation. 

Other huge changes are under 
way which will affect the way our 
ships are supported, in particular 
the merger of the DLO and DPA 
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in the stores arena and the roll-out 
of PAYD in the catering world. 
Around two-thirds of the 
branch are currently employed 
in the "supply chain* area (the 
key logistics functions providing 
spares, stores, food and clothing to 
the Front Line) and this is dearly 
the main area of focus for the 
branch in the future. 

The remaining one-third are 
vital to the management of Our 
people and will be an enduring 
part of the branch in the future. 

While the branch has beetv re¬ 
dded over the last few years in a 


move in this direction (Supply & 
Secretariat to Supply to Logistics 
& Supply to Logistics) the ratings* 
specialisations have remained the 
same up until now. 

A variety of options were looked 
at for the current four speciali¬ 
sations (Chefs, Stewards, Stores 
Accountants and Writers), includ¬ 
ing reducing to two, one of which 
would deal with personnel issues 
and the other with materiel sup¬ 
port. 

While this is still an option in 
the long term, Vesting Day will 
see the branch reduce to three 


specialisations: 

0 Stores Accountants will 
become Supply Chain (SC), 
with greater representation in the 
DLO/DFA, industry and integra¬ 
tion within the Royal Marines 
0 Chefs and Stewards will form 
the Catering Services (CS) 
specialisation, with day-to-day 
employment merging at the Petty 
Officer level at this stage 
£1 Writers will become the 
Personnel (Pers) specialisation, 
with a critical role to play as JPA 
rolls out to the Royal Navy and the 
changes caused by the new Armed 
Forces Act come into effect. 

With the changes to specialisa¬ 
tions come changes to individuals’ 
titles and badges - a Leading Chef 
or Steward will become a Leading 
Seaman Logistics (Catering 
Services); the other specialisations 
will follow suit. 

This change emphasises the 
importance of the branch as 
opposed to the specialisation, fits 
the pattern of" the new Warfare and 
Engineering titles and will assist 
in both the external perception of 
die branch and recruiting. 
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ed fully into the new structures. 

Training to enable these chang¬ 
es continues apace, with a fur¬ 
ther four major units completing 
implementation this year and nine 
others commencing their three- 
month window for change in 
January next year, 

The Fleet roll-out plan com¬ 
pletes in December next year, by 
which time the whole Royal Navy 
will have adopted the new branch 
titles and onboard structures. 


Road safety 
campaign 
is a winner 

A FATAL road accident has led to 
an award-winning road safety cam¬ 
paign at Stonehouse Barracks, 

UKLF CSG took the Defence 
Annual Road Safety Award - a 
particularly impressive achieve¬ 
ment as this is the first time a 
Royal Marines unit has entered a 
submission for this award. 

The campaign for UKLF CSG 
was first mooted in April 2003 
in the Artillery pub at the rear 
of Stonehouse, where MT Troop 
UKLF CSG were mourning the 
death of C/Sgt Richard Walton 
RM, who had died in a road traffic 
accident the day before. 

A road safety campaign was 
planned, not just for UKLF CSG, 
but for the whole of Stonehouse 
Barracks, including its MOD civil¬ 
ian staff. 

The campaign was launched by 
a visit from WOl Master Driver 
"Danny 5 Ferguson RLC, who 
was the Defence Master Driver 
based at DLO Andover, FT is 45- 
minute presentation was aimed at 
all road users travelling home for 
the weekend, on leave or for any 
reason, particularly those who had 
recently completed an exercise or 
operation, where an individual's 
misjudgement or personal fatigue 
could potentially lead to tragic 
consequences* 

Particular attention was paid 
to specific areas, such as motor¬ 
cycling and cycling, with pres¬ 
entations, demonstrations, visits 
and events also covering cars and 
LG Vs, and a special drink-drive 
awareness campaign leading up to 
Christmas. 





esting way*” 

The aim of the DVD is to give 
a heads-up of issues such as JPA 
or PAYD. If people need to know 
more they can get details through 
more formal channels* 


IVs also important, says 
Lt Cdr Ajala t that people 
hear it from the Navy first, 
as many RN issues attract 
national media attention. 


“In terms of filming I would 
like to represent all arms of the 
Service over several episodes, but 
in location terms it’s not as easy as 
that,” said Lt Cdr Ajala, 

“For instance, getting down to 
the West Country for a one-off 
item isn’t cost-effective. I have a 
fixed budget, and much as I would 
like to get around more units, peo¬ 
ple should bear with me because it 
isn't always possible.” 

If a unit wants to be featured on 
2-6 they can ask to do Your Shorn 
and film it themselves - particu¬ 
larly units on deployment. 

Your Shorn gives units an oppor¬ 
tunity to showcase themselves* 

Lt Cdr Ajala said: “It’s a fairly 
light-hearted section which has 
a different feel to die rest of the 
slick DVD because the units film 
and present it themselves - with a 
little help and advice,” 

The content of the 2-6 DVD 
is decided jointly by Lt Cdr Ajala 
and Lt Cdr David Joyce, from 
HQ Fleet, who adds the Fleet IC 
policy-makers 1 slant* 

Once filming is completed, 
Lt Cdr Ajala supervises script- 
writing and voice-overs to make 
sure there are no gaffes. 

The Navy spends time and 
money on its internal communica¬ 
tions because organisations need 
buy-in from their people, 

“Gone are the days when people 
expected to be told what to do 
without anyone explaining what the 
objective was,” said Lt Cdr Ajala, 
“No matter how- good your 
equipment is, if you don’t have 
highly-trained and motivated 
people it falls over - people are 
our most important asset, and we 
need to keep them informed,” 


Royal Navy goes live on JPA 


JOINT Personnel Administration (JPA) was due to go 
live for the RN as Navy News went to press, 

JPA is the new administration system which will 
revolutionise personnel administration across the 
Services. 

During the switch-over week, October 13-22, leg¬ 
acy systems such as PAS and NMMIS were switched 
off and the massive task of preparing JPA For RN go- 
live took place. 

This work included the transfer of personnel 
records for all 37,000 RN personnel as well as those 
for the Maritime Reserves - a task that alone took 
three days of continuous data transfer, 

A COS NFS Cdre Ian Corder, who leads RN JPA 
Implementation, recently visited the AFFAA Opera¬ 
tions Room in Centurion to monitor progress and 
said: “JPA go-live is the culmination of a six-year 


project, but for most of the Navy the JPA journey is 
just beginning,” 

Under JPA every individual will become responsi¬ 
ble for their own personal administration, empower¬ 
ing them to maintain and update their own details, 
including home and next of kin addresses, bank ac¬ 
count details and posting preferences. 

Access to JPA will be gained through the AFPAA 
website (see link bottom right) available on most 
existing Navy computers and on the many new ma¬ 
chines which are being set up as JPA-only terminals. 
JPA wilt also be available at sea, alongside, within all 
shore bases and in the field for RMs, 

Individual Self Service users will be phased m over 
a two-week period starting November 13, 

The system is designed to be user friendly, hut should 
you have any problems contact your UPO first* 


Frigate part of manning trial 


HMS SUTHERLAND has sailed 
for a nine-month deployment 
- and will help test a new man¬ 
ning system. 

The Type 23 frigate Is expect¬ 
ing to undertake a wide range of 
duties, from protecting the mar¬ 
itime environment to defence 
diplomacy, during her deploy¬ 
ment to the Gulf and Far East. 

As part of a trial examining 
new ways of manning to achieve 
greater availability of ships, 
members of Sutherland's ship’s 
company will be provided with 
short-term relief cover through 
a trickle process, allowing the 
ship to remain away for longer* 
A similar system is already 
used on board hydrographic 
vessels and RFA ships. 

Another ship in the manning 
trial is HMS Edinburgh, which 
sailed from Portsmouth for the 
South Atlantic last month, 
Edinburgh’s ship’s company 
will be swapped with that of 
HMS Exeter mid-deployment. 

The third ship m the scheme 
is frigate HMS Monmouth, 
which sails for the Far East in 
February, 


• HMS Sutherland, currently deployed to the Gulf and Far East 


• From left, Lt Col Mark Pomroy (Army JPA focal point), Wng Cdr 
Sfeve Isaac (RAF JPA focal point) and Cdre Ian C order, A COS 
NFS, who leads the RN JPA implementation, with Tracy Howe in 
the AFPAA Operations Room at Centurion 


next step 

You will be prompted to carry 
out each of these tasks when you 
receive your JPA account derails. 

If you have any queries about 
JPA, the e-learning training ma¬ 
terial or where you will be able 
to access JPA, contact your Unit 
Change Team (via the UPO) or via 
the JPA website at http://www* 
ipublish.dii.r, mit.uk/nlapps/ 
defaulLasp and follow Lhe JPA 
link on the Services menu. 

If you have any problems which 
prove loo complex for your UPO 
to deal with, there is also a dedi¬ 
cated JPA call centre which is 
available between 0700 and 1900, 
should you need to contact them, 
but check with your UPO first. 


JPA - the 


SO JoinL Personnel Administration 
(JPA) is finally here - what should 
you do now T ? 

0 Carry out your Self-Service e- 
learning training 

0 Identify terminals that you will 
be able to use to access JPA from 
this month 

0 When you first log on you will 
need to carry out the following 
tasks: 

0 Change your password pass¬ 
words need to be eight charac¬ 
ters long and must contain at 
least one numeral and one non- 
alphanumeric character, such as 

0 Check your personal details on 
the system 

0 Check your bank details, 

0 Enter your memorable data 
you will be asked for this if you 
contact the JPAC Enquiry Centre 
(EC) 

0 Enter your Assignment Prefer¬ 
ences 
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the nation's most 
critical systems. 


Nr Reading, Berkshire 




Tasked with maintaining the UK's nuclear deterrent, the Atomic Weapons Establishment is without equal. Not only are we 
one of the nation's largest high technology research, development and production facilities, no other organisation in the UK 


does what we do. Nor does any other organisation adhere to such high levels of safety and quality and this is where you'll 
come in. 


Control and Instrumentation System Maintained 
£20,000-£27,000 + excellent benefits and development opportunities 


We currently have a number of vacancies within our dedicated maintenance team to work in one of our manufacturing 


facilities. Your duties will include planned maintenance, breakdown rectification, calibrations and small project activities 
on a wide range of production processes and building services plant and equipment. This will require you to build good 
relationships with your customers, in order to quickly identify faults and prioritise your workload. 

To succeed as a System Maintainer you should have knowledge and experience in one or more of the following: 

PLC applications used on major HVAC plant, furnaces, automated material retrieval and transport systems. In addition, 
you’ll have a clear understanding of electro/mechanical interfaces within control systems governed by Distributed Control 
Systems (DCS). Skilled at fault finding down to component level, previous experience of fibre optics and data 
communications systems is also an advantage. 


Craft Support Worker 

£15,000 + excellent benefits and development opportunities 


As a Craft Support Worker you will provide a crucial role to support the delivery of maintenance, production and craft 


support to others. The role covers a diverse range of activities that involve working with and supporting our maintainer 


and as such, you will undergo initial training to enhance your skills, knowledge and understanding of the business as a 
whole. This will include training in your core roie and linked disciplines - as a Craft Support Worker, you will also be 
challenged to deploy multiple skills across a range of areas. You can expect to be involved in maintenance of plant and 
equipment, and breakdown rectification in a production environment. 

Whilst you’ll ideally have some experience in an engineering or manufacturing environment, it's not essential. With our 
first class training, well soon have you multi-skilled in a variety of tasks. What's more important is that you have strong 
attention to detail, a high level of dexterity and basic IT skills. Bring all these and you'll enjoy a bright future as part of this 
social and supportive team. Candidates will be given every opportunity to progress through a structured training and 
development programme. 

As well as the opportunity to continually develop your abilities, you'll enjoy a superb benefits package. 

One that includes 28 days' holiday in addition to statutory bank holidays, a final salary pension scheme and 
relocation assistance where necessary. This role may also require shift work, for which a shift disturbance 
allowance will be paid. 

To find out more and apply online, visit www.awe.co.uk. Alternatively, you can call us on 0118 982 9009 for 
an application form. 

AWE welcomes applications from women and men, regardless of disability, sexuality, racial or ethnic origin, age or responsibility for dependants. 
The normal contractual retirement age at AWE is 65. Successful candidates will be selected solely on their ability to carry out the duties of the post. 

Because of the nature of the work associated with these posts, they are subject to special nationality rules and are open only to British Citizens. 
All selected candidates will be required to undergo security clearance. 


www.awe.co.uk 
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What gives us 
the cutting edge? 

Sharp Engineers. 


Global Technical Careers Production Engineers • Worldwide Locations 


& production - and you could be involved in a variety of areas, including: 

• Production system optimisation 


Shell offers: At Shell, our ground-breaking research and advanced technologies help push the 

Technical leadership boundaries in subsea technology, remote well testing and reliability engineering. 

Global presence Bring us a relevant technical qualification - plus significant experience in exploration 

Major projects 
Cultural diversity 

_ , * Operations manaqement 

Continuous learning r 3 

Career options * Reliability and integrity engineering 

To find out more and apply online, visit our careers website today. 

Shell is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
www.shell.com/careers/technical 


Make a difference 
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RECRUITMENT 


NAVY NEWS AD RATES 

DISPLAY 

.............£2,268 

....».........„„.£1,253 

.......,,..... £709 

.................£14.05 

CLASSIFIED 

...... 90p per word 

. .„ , ....«....««......3 0 wo rds 

............ .....«....««... Minimum 10 words 

.............£3 

PENFRIENDS 

See details on Miscellaneous Page 
Discounts Colour Rates, Technical Details available on request. 

Telephone: 023 9272 5062 Fax: 023 9283 0149 

for a full Media Pack - www.navynews.co.uk 


Full Page. 

Half Page, . 

Quarter Page... 
S.C.C. (min 3 cm) . 


Linage .. 

Trade minimum 

For Sale ... 

Box Number. 


Copy This Idea 

Income For Life 

Share the secrets of people 

who bank £1,000 T 000 in 24 months. 
Your own successful business 
providing specialist information 
to selected groups of people. 

Part time/full time wealth creation. 

Full report at: 

www.goldengoosedirect.co.uk 
oriel: 01400 250800 {24 hours) 


Navy News 
Notice To Readers 

The publishers Of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility 
for the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
loses suffered by any readers 
as a result. Readers are 
strongly recommended to 
make their own enquiries 
and seek appropriate 
commercial, legal and financial 
advice before sending any 
money or entering into any 
legally binding agreement. 



list of currei 


RNR Instructor 

Radio Communications Instructor 
Radio Techniques Instructor 
Comms Systems Engmeering Instructor 
Diving Training Design/Gtiaiity Controller 
Diving Equipment Maintainer 
ISSC and BSSC Course Co-ordinafbr 
ISSC and BSSC Instructor | 

First Aid Instructor 
Sea Survival Training Working Hand 
Fire Fighting Instructor 
HMTG Training Co-ordinator 
Executive Department Supervisor 
Training Services Manager 
Training fylicy Manager 
Training Sr Future Projects Coordinator 
Senior Personnel Selection Officer * 

Personnel Selection Officer, " 

Sea-Survival Equipment (SSE). Supervisor 
Sea Survival Equipment (SSE) Instructor 
Sea Survival- Equipment (SSE) Maintainer 
Replenishment at Sea (RAS) Rig 1 Assistant 
River Chief 

Jupiter Point Chief Bosun s Mate 
i tSeamansliip Training Barge .(STB) Supervisor 
• Seamanship Training Barge (STB), instructor 
Seamanship Training Barge (STB) Assistant 
Damage Repair Instructional Unit (DRIU) instructor/Operator 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) Instructor 
Chemical Biological, Radiological and Nuclear 7,.. 

School:Assistant' 

YouthTraining Assistant 
' 'Building Manager-', 

Submarine CEW Systems Instructor/Maintainer 
SubmarineOrdnagpe Jnstructor/Marntainer 
Submarine Sonaf-lnstructor/Maintainer 
Submarine Sonar .Instructor 
Submarine Seamanship Instructor 
Submarine Tactical Systems Instructor 


Physical Training Administrator 
: Training Design Manager' t 
. r Quality AssuM^^b r pli'er| ' 

Busings J 

Divisional Training Instructor 
Divisional Management Training Instructor 
Health & Safety Training instructor 
Staff Manager 

| . • Group Administrator 

IEP Instructor 

Gyro Engineering Instructor 
Control Engineering instructor 
Senior SEMT Instructor 
SEMT Instructor 
Radar Type 909 Instructor 
4.5 Mk8 Gun System Instructor 
Goalkeeper & GWS 25 Maintainer 
Sonar 2016 System I nstructor/Maintainer 
Tactical Communications Instructor 
International & Commonwealth instructor - 
Radar, Navigation. Comms 
QIC Reserve Coordination Ceil 
CACS instructor 

Command System SSCS instructor" ' 
Guided Weapons Senior Instructor 
Guided Weapons Instructor 
Cfose Range-Weapon instructor/Maintainer 
■'EW. Systems Section'Manager 
BN Instructdr/EW Systems Instructor 
MW Unit Manager 
I UWW Unit Training Manager 
-- $ UWW Active Instructor 
UWW ASW Weapons Instructor 
• UWW ASUAT ControN e r/[nstru ctor •. 
UWW AFACT instructor 
UWW Passive AiO Instructor 

CIS Instructor jjjM 
Seaman Instructor 


If you have relevant experience, probably from within the Naval/Maritime services, Defence Training or Higher Education sector, we would like 
to hear from you, =\|S - nffl " ' : • w- sjJXj w V 

Please forward your details to the Flagship Resource Centre at jobs@fiagshipcareers.co.uk. or by post to Shore House, Compass Road, 
Portsmouth, POO 4RR. Tel: 023 92339271 

Location: South Coast / South West. Salaries: Attractive salaries commensurate with experience. 


ROYAL 

NAVY 


Partnering with 
the RoyalNavy 


SE CURIT YTRAIIMIIMG 

IB Level 3 

Certificate in 


A comprehensive 4 week residential course 
on the west coast of Scotland 

Gain knowledge, skills Si qualifications necessary to be 
employed as a CLOSE PROTECTION OPERATIVE 


Sentinel Close 
Protection Ltd 

Contact us now for further details... 

0141 550 3366 



email: tra ini nq&sen tinelcc 


to,uk I wwwsentmefc 


DEFENCE COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATIONS 
AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

OFFICERS 

The DCCIS is currently seeking severed experienced professionals 
who are capable of instructing Information Technology, Military 
Telecommunications Systems or Electronics at the Royal 
School of Signals/ Blandford. 

These are full-time MOD Civilian Instructor (Grade D) 
appointments, currently offering a storting salary of between 
£17072 and £20293 dependant upon the skills, experience 
and qualification of successful candidates. Salary is 
reviewed annually and the package offers performance pay 
enhancements and a choice of Civil Service occupational 
pension schemes. 

For further information, register your interest with: 


Victoria Paul, Human Resources Officer, 
ACHRS (Bulford), Block 32, Ward Barracks, 
Bulford, SP4 9LD. 

Telephone: 01980 673406 



The ppyal New Zeeland Na\^ aspires^ 
to be the best small nation Navy 
in the world. To help us reach our 
goal, we are looking for experienced 
personnel to bring their skills to our 
shores. If you find the thought of not 
only a great work environment but a 
estyle appealing, check out 
bsite www.navy.nij.nz 
for further info. 


v-V 


■' \ - Contact us at 

navyrecruitinglateral@nzdf. 
T and GET INTO IT! 


APPLY NOW 
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For further information please contact 

DNRPSO-Lt Tina Gray 

PSTN: 023 9272 4359 Mil: 9380 24359 


ROYAl 

NAVY 


AN OPPORTUNITY IN ANALYSIS 


POLICE RECRUITMENT! 




British Energy 




opportunity now 


energise your career 

Operations Engineers 


British energy is a FTSE 100 company and is the UK’s largest 
generator of electricity, supplying 20% of the nation’s electricity, 

We are looking for Operations Engineers for our nuciear power stations 
at Tomess, Hunterston, Hartlepool, Sizewell. Dungeness, Htnkley 
and Heysham. Further details of these locations are provided on 
www. briti s h-e ne rgy. com 

You will form part of a shift team responsible for the station's operation 
and will be required to follow the BE Operations Engineer Training 
Programme (or up to IB months. 

With engineering experience in a technical or operations environment, 
you'll have a proven track record of working to demanding safety 
standards and ideally knowledge of power generation using nuclear or 
fossil fuel. It Is likely that you’ll be educated to a minimum level of 
HNC/HISID or equivalent, or hold an equivalent recognised professional 
qualification or a degree in a relevant engineering subject leading to 
Chartered Engineer status. 

This is an excellent opportunity to gain experience in the operation of a 
modem nuclear power station, with career progression available after 
undergoing an extensive training programme. 

To apply, email your completed application form or CV (witft completed 
Equal Opportunities form) to recruitment@british-energy.com 
quoting reference BWD/104438, Forms are available at 
www.british-energy.com or if you do not have internet access, 
please call 01452 653740. Closing date for applications: 

15 November 2006, successful applicants will be contacted 
within 4 weeks, 

British Energy Is committed, to equality of opportunity. We aim to reflect the diversity of 
the community and encourage applications from minority ethnic and disabled groups and 
women, as they are underrepresented amongst our staff, 


Own a Camcorder? 

Discover how a simple home 
video of a talking Parrot made 
Its owner over $20,000 
(Approx, £11,558) 

From That One Tape Alone’ 
AH is revealed at 
www.how-2-dvd.co.uk 


Cruise Ship Opportunities 

Holland America Line are one of the leaders in sophisticated five star 
cruising. They have a young, technologically advanced fleet oM 6 superb 
vessels. They offer competitive salaries, great living conditions, and a 
socially satisfying environment both in and outside of the -working day. 

Ongoing vacancies exist for: 


Electrical & Electronic Officers 
Maintenance Engineers (safety & hotel functions) 
Communication and IT Officers 
Security & Environmental Officers 
Hospitality h Guest Services Professionals 


Candidates need to provide us with their CV 
\M) Holkind America Line quoting reference VRL WN, or alternatively 
.! ,.i jcwM-inv complete our NEW online candidate database 

via our website. 


Viking Recruitment Limited Aycbffe Business Centre, Dover, Kent, CT17 9EL 
| Tel: +44 (0)1304 240881 Fax: +44 (0)1304 240882 

j Email: appticants@vikingrecruitment.com www.vikingrecruitment.com 


Ready to join the 
Naval Careers Service? 


The Director of Naval Recruiting is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, Senior Rates and SNCOs to work as 
Careers Advisors at these locations from 1 April 2007: 
Chatham, Cambridge, Norwich, Chelmsford, Ipswich 


• Enlist on Full Time Reserve Service 

• Limited Commitment employment in a specified location 

• For 3 years with prospects for further 2 year commitments 

• FTRS rates of pay apply (reviewed annually and pensionable) 


THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Hydrographic Office 


Additional 
Military Layers 
Data Officer 


Starting salary £22,000, Located in Taunton, Somerset. 

This is a 2 year fixed term appointment 

with the possibility of permanency or extension. 


About us: The United Kingdom Hydrographic 
Office (UKHG) plays a vital role in the UK's maritime 
Defence capability and supporting safe navigation at 
sea. As an agency of the Mob and a world-leading 
supplier of navigational charts and publications, we 
are at the forefront of hydrographic digital product 
development and services to the worldwide maritime 
community. 

About the job: We are looking for someone to 
join a team producing Additional Military Layers 
(AML) for the defence maritime comm unity. You will 
be involved in the production of valid digital vector 
AML data products. This includes identifying and 
assessing suitable source data for proposed data 
capture areas, and recommending action. 
Subsequently you will be compiling AML data 
products from analogue and digital sources and 
providing an audit trail of production methods and 
work-rounds applied to the data. 

About you: You will work within a team 
environment, in which levels of co-operation, 
acceptance of responsibility and timeliness are 
important, in order to meet demanding deadlines for 
defence customers. You will have excellent 
organisational skills and be able to demonstrate 
initiative and analytical ability. You will have an 
aptitude for working in a digital data environment, 
interpreting and assessing data and creating vector 
data products. You will also have an understanding 
of the manipulation and display of geospatial data in 
a geographic information system environment. 


Desirable skills and experience: A good 
working knowledge of the following - the charting or 
mapping environment; 1HO S57 data standard; AML 
product specifications; MS Office compilation using 
digital and analogue source data; datums, projections 
and geo-referencing; experience of GI5 software. 

This is a Ministry of Defence reserved post, for which 
applicants must be UK nationals. Pay progression is 
performance related to the current maximum of 
£26,300. Relocation expenses of up to £8,000 are 
available if applicable. 

For more details and an application form, please 
contact the HR Recruitment Team,. W31, The United 
Kingdom Hydrographic Office, Admiralty Way 
Taunton, Somerset, TA1 2 DM or call 01823 723353, 
fax 01 823 350493. Additional information about the 
UKHO, and an application form is available at 
vwvw. ukbo .gov. u k . 

The dosing date for ail applications is 
17th November 2006, 


O —Idmiralty 

CHARTS / A N D PUBLICATIONS 


The MoD is an Equal Opportunities employer end 
seeks to reflect the diverse community it serves. 
Applications are welcome from anyone who meets 
the stated requirements. 


NEW MLM 
COMPANY 

New to this country! 

Fantastic opportunity 
Earn a SUBSTANTIAL 
income with very little outlay! 

Be one of the first!!! 
For free information 
e-mail Barbara at 
Info4Agel@aoi.com 


Need an Income? 

Leaving the service soon? 
Left already? 

FULLTIME INCOME PART TIME HOURS! 
WORK FROM HOME OPPORTUNITY, 
FULL TRAINING & 

ONGOING SUPPORT INFORMATION 
PACK FOR SERIOUS PEOPLE 
Sieve Motrli 02392 779960/02392 £22349 
Em nl! irnworlUTorTihome@aQl.com 

www.justthebiz4u.com 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

PO Box m. DONCASTER DN4 9XL 
\v w \v. n e w It? af e d u c a 1 1 o n .co. u k 


CA3 from £24,857 rising to CA1 up to £36,540 with effect from 1 April 06. 

Regular Service Pensions will be abated so that your total remuneration will 
not exceed your basic pay on the last day of regular service. 


AGEPOSI 1VE 
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MISCELLANEOUS 




PROBLEMS WITH WORK SCHEDULES? 

...display a complete planned overview 


FlWfit ft | 


Phase 
PKj)g.n aj 


Pti39fi 4 


Phasa 7 


GOLDWIRE BLAZER BADGES 


Furocharts 


Multi Applications 
Magnetic 
Kit and Custom built solutions 
Free Advisory Service 

INFORMATION PACKAGE 
& SAMPLES 

TeJ: +44 JO) 1253 700111 

Email; s3lD^sur?ch<Ta$.C«.Uk 
Vir. bi: vrww. eurdCh jilt .Cfi.lik 


LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 


3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA 

TEL 020 7930 8836 FAX 020 7930 1152 

e mail :rdh medals @ aol.com www.rdhmedals.com 


GOLD WIRE BADGES-AU. SHIPS ETC-. — _ E14jS» 

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS ._. . 

LEATHER SWORD BELTS. ____ jOQ 

LEATHER STANDARD CARRIERS.- . .. . E3&0G 

GOtCCQRDS 8FT FOR STD— —_ .,..£28.00 

STANDARD CARRYING CASE .. .... .05.00 

GRASS INSERTS.... . SMWX 

WHITE COTTON GLOVES ___ _. _ —W-OO 

WHITE MAS0ISHC GLOVES WiTH LOOO. .^„.„„ „,„.t7J50 

navy; slack berets e >■ - _ ___ .-.f&oo 

ANY ASSN BERET BADGE— .. ...ES.GO 


R.N. £ NAVAL DIVISION 

:R.N, B0WT1ES._ .£1150 

BLACK CUP-QN _— „.Efij0G 

R.N. BUTTONS . LAR0E1SMAU, - EIjOO 

STANDARD POLE BRASS F1WAL3, R.N.A.. R.M . E2fl.0G 

RNA BRANCH SHOULDER TITLES (pAinj _ -EtOuOO 

SHIPS C AR TALLIES, GOLD WIRE ffi.60 
EMBROIDERED GARMENTS 

POLO SHIRTS __ JIM,SO 

WHITE PILOT SHIRTS R.NA, RU. ... .—£15,00 

SWEATSHIRTS RNA, R.M,, NAVY. GREY,, _ ,,.,.,£17.50 

SEND FOR FREE U$T - - 


ALL 1/K OflDERS UNDER £39,99 £2,00 PSP 

I7, DaSehead Drive, Shaw, fanes, 0L2 BJT 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 

w w w.thego I dwi re badg e.c o. uk 
E-maiE> sales @thegoldwircbadge,co.uk 



Royal Marines Pith Helmets.. 

.from £75.00 

Officers Cap Badges. 

.....,...£1150 

Gold Sword Knot.. 

....£30,60 

Leather Sword Betts.. 

___ £70.00 

Sword Bags ..... 

.£33,00 


Uniforms at Ex Factory Prices 


Royal Navy Officers, Senior Rates uniforms and mess undress, 
we also supply caps, miniature medals, mounting, gold lacing 
and other accoutrements. 


Buy direct from the supplier 

1 1 it* Contact Fareham 01329 238881 

urner \irr or Raleigh 01752 815586 

. & Co ; Ltd. mow 

Uniform Specialists Email perry.mackney(SHijr nervin',co.uk 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 

5fi Hrr>ad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove,. Worts 1161 SIX 
Te 1:01527 835375 Fa x; D1527 5 76 7 98 
Local Rate UK Only : H845 6582601 


VISA 

MKDAUS PROri:,Vil<>MM,1 M<n H Kt Ok OKnl.N.ttti STV I.L. 

Hil, st/8 kLPt.At'EMI VS'AND MiMATL'RK .IH-mi-S SUPri.IKD. 

M Kt>41 ,S l>] SKL KfX H1 |t|H >NS W U AC< KSSOR11 S Vi.SO AV\ILAItl t- . 
SKND SAK FOR 1 OUST CATAUHU K 

: : ■ 

Order online using our secure website www.worvinedals.com 

r 

z 

E-mail us at wms@w r OFcmcdals,coni 







Free access to snailmait 
facility for navy personnel 


Attention! 


• looking for com panions hip? 
searching for that special someone? 
* or [ustgood friends? 


forcespenpals.co.uk 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base Bin x 7in 

£37,90 including UK postage and packing 
REDUCE PRICES given for orders of 3 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TEES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36} 

specialist experience over 85 years 
C«H .MONDAY LTD 
Oxford House, S St Johns Road, 

St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU2t 7SE 
Tel d phone: 01483 7 71588 Fax: 01483 756S 27 
email; enqulrIesdchmunday.oo.uk v/ww.qhmunday.co.uk 



REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Budges. CufLUnks, Buttons. Medals. 
Cap Badges, Mi lit aria, £2.00 fur 
list Cainternss (Dep. NN), 31, Belle 
Vue St, Filey, N. Yorks YOB 9HU. 
Tel: 01723 513287 


(j j < fcv 'U/iHVS, 

i skydiving courses 

IX FLORIDA 

I f reef a I] Adventures. Florida offs, Military 
Discou rued Shyd i ving Course 3 f□ r ccniip l ei e 
btqinntfS in heautFItrE Lake Wales, Florida. 
Advanced coursei are- also available. Our 
Skydiving Sc haul is British tiwfied arid operated. 

1 scaled just 45 mill's fopth ul Orlah-dtt and: 
alt the mam Florida allractEGris. 

Join us for extreme Inn in (he son, 

Our mailing address is: 

i Freef a 11 Ad ve ntu res, Flori d a 

IM Me Iton Avenue, Sebastian, Florida 32358, US A 
Tel: 001 772 3BB 0550 




L 


Email: SkydlveMIklaoLcom 
ww w.ff a d ve n to res . com 


PAM’S PEOPLE 


Evenrngwear Direct of 
Truro arid Helston 

(Sizes 6 - 32) £ 


Your one stop 
eveningwear 
shop 

Telephone Pam on 
01872 276218 or 
07977971113 
www.pamsgowns.co.uk 



Lost Your Medals? 


We can replace them now. 


Full size and miniature. Service details engraved. 
Professional ribbon ning service. Frames, badges and more. 
Commemorative medals available 
including the Maritime Service Medal. 


Contact our friendly staff 


*>i*(ru*n AWcd" for the new brochure 

J ) 01548 830717 

www.bigburymint.com Email; medal@bigburymint.com 
Bigbury Mint, River Park, Ermington, Devon P121 9NT 


GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 

(Select Any ship or EA.A. Squad nun etc,} 

BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (KN* F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION) 

Should there he any item you require which is nol shown, please contact us, him] 
we will endeavour to help, as we arc unable to list all the products in our portfolio. 
Whether you are buying for yourself, or a loved one, we will be happy ut give you 
prices and quantity discounts upon application. 

Military Matters 

7 Waterside, Green field., Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 67DP 

Tel: 01457 H77IJI& Fax: U1457 877(110 e-fiiaikmilUarv iiiatii hiopotiuartd.com 


Fayi» Play 
Party Shop 

Profusion,!! £1 ,‘illoon An .in cl Do cor.it ions, 

Pramolrn rr.il - Ocr;i±;j□ jt.u f - 5e j soo;t l - (VT.dfj-rL.lt 

Keeping your Christmas - New Year 
Celebration firmly off the ground 

Tel: 023 92 24©OSS 
tarww&^ajfyep 0 asf.es . u ft 


Dusk Till Dawn 

exquisite evening, wear It) hire or 
buy. Si/es from H-24, Appointments 
7 days a week day & evening. 

Tel: (023) 9225 1155 
Mobile: 07875 124183 

wwvv.dusk-til-dawii.tom 

free parking. 


- PENFRIENDS & PERSONAL - 


I . 

I . 

i 

I Name:.. 

j Address:. 

Tel No:. 

L............ 

SINGLE ATTRACTIVE Major 
Royal Mari lies, 40"s, seeking sexy, 
educated female companion 20-4CL 
se r v ice/ex-servi cc/ n o n-se rviee for 
friendship, long term relationship. 
Box lNov 1 

PORTSMOUTH AREA, ex RNL 
male, 62, homely, caring. NVS. si inn 
talk animals/caravan, seeks female 
56*. Box Nov 2 

MALE SEEKS guys for friendship/ 
re lad o n s hi p/c orrespo n deuce, A LA, 
Box Nov 3 

ATTRACTIVE LADY, widow, sit in, 
house/car owner, varied interests, 
meet sincere gent for friendship, 66+. 

Box Nov 4 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 



N/S, ATTRACTIVE bubbly female. 
36 with GSOH, seeks gotxi looking 
male in Forces for friendship/ 
relationship. Please enclose photo if 
poss. Box Nov 5 

ELDERLY WIDOW of CPO. 
active, enjoys travel and eating out. 
Box Nov 6 

- HOWTO AtSVFHrtSF: - 

IUr>4 !u 'jstiIc yifir 111(1 l.ir Ift 1'f yhhiS 

L..vh, '.■ Mrj l.l h:i nuvhiHnrvf 1 ^ imvJsK %nJ -•c t k ilr 

TO «> K.,'i \-rn-' M fViiftK* 1 '". S-i> ^-Ui, ilM!i 

rnjT.hifct*flh nil .wm_ N..'|..?h-. m ...hit H:I, ouirk'r wjII 

! I>„, lU'U K L-'I'jUlu Ci-ii iVnr;.> M ,MI psfH ■> ' Hi >« 

111 KS'J'L.V . ^nv lirtf . Jiturlij^F ii"^ ,i'f I tl^nifcd 

I'fjBMip ihf K’X nu'iJsf i.u- Ihy KlU^m li lt 

luihl LUtm-y IlK ^-T4ii tlniikl Uk e, I.V L'm l> □ K. . .4I.L .itiTL-liy.J u». J 

jiJJr,.-..id Ilia . . nitfM. «ii^.iniiv llwl vm4jinpn> Irtlrt. n iN Kc 

K.Jinii.K’it 

- WGTKE —— 

Al" •BhviliaMlW'nH 'iinilfilt-d htf awn die Si>»» IVnfrwjiil 

[‘(•luFUl J!V 'U^h‘Kl BfJlHlhll ^.liV Ni Vi K Ihc ULOI Ji» 

irJi JMJ :jrwvnJnKill', nilh li r, ISHHV !•-' ntVl’fcJI* •« !■" «•'! 

k. it, .-'i,I.!,, „„rilK,T„r uixtji f-jhl jua, !'ir.-.v‘ ih^i' lAt ; u i.ik^ 
L-.|VHl.i:!!,illTi ,li' Ii.,iurt Lit itnllAL' lit liw Nj'trit All Fljrliai 

jr-.' ,..■«■ !..ir.‘|vi,i-.l ''Vi: iHcmCmk. iJi iv Ih ji iriiA 

a<>m > 4 hiibk.'iKV mib iiJiil:,in. 1 >i im>i pi»r J«nf 

(v«i||Kt Hlil.l J tV lorl fiiintiiTl jl^ V, :"1| lii n.-t. l-f-H-rj.H [f Acid 

ui ftVfl. iilEitnii Ji lAV^l tV V’Hif nllfft'AtliluH jml jh, n, ■- likm ;,i j jwhlic 

(■Lal' Tnw i-.^ir wtiueit jm.1 Jo iwl iwfl kjua cl' *.»« hint dny J-Mihit 
Uki rwtxl H.' r IS YUS t<‘ uJ, , r, i >iic I" iltit. tn,Juiw, 





* CROWN COPTf WGHTIMOP 

H!v| TSKdiii. iJ with the pt nndvon of 
the C 0 *rtrfi[ 2 *r HMSq 




An Ideal Christmas Gift! See our subscription form on Page 28 


31 


How to order: phone 023 9282 6040 - or write to: NAVY N EWS 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth P01 3HH 


or visit our online store at www.navynewsxo.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment 
can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. 
Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4, 
Please note: items shown not actual size Phase allow up fo 28 days for delivery 


We accept the following Crcdrt/Eietfit Cardi 

*V!sa ® 


£9.99 uk 


Inside the Royal Navy - A book of cutaways 


18 illustrations by award winning graphics artist Mike Badrocke are accurately annotated to 
give you an idea of the complex nature of fighting machines past and present 




kd 


NELSON BREWERY 

“NO BITTER WAY TO END THE YEAR!” 


TRADITIONAL KENTISH 
ALES BREWED IN THE 
HISTORIC DOCKYARD 
AT CHATHAM. 

A VARIETY OF BEERS 
TO SUIT ALL PALATES. 

CASK ALES, 17pt or 
35pt POLYPINS & 500ml 
BOTTLES. ^ 
HOME DELIVERY 


!■ 


-vf 

£ 


m.$ -v 


Tel: 01634 832828 
www.nelsonbrewingcompany.co.uk 


NAVAL & MILITARY 
ANCESTRY 

Would you like to find out more 
about an ancestor? 
i am a specialist researcher of 
Naval, R.M. Military. Royal 
Flying Corps and RAF records 
between 1775 and c. 1945 
John. L. Arnold. 

The Tall el House, Lustleigh, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 9TR 
Tel: 01647 277 482 
Fax: 01647 277 455 
Em nil: jo h n I am o I d @ aol + com 


‘Have you seen the 
Submariners Chronograph 
watch on page \1V 
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Forties Navy All At Sea 


The Royal Navy from the 1940s to the 1970s 

From the film archives of the Imperial War Museum 


Mi*: 


Fly Boys £33.90 
3 DVDs for the price of two 

200 mins 

The Fleet Air Arm from Walrus 
to Phantom, includes the golden 
era of British naval jet fighters 
and extreme beards! Includes 
HMS Eagle OH a 1966 
commission m the Indian 
Ocean. ''Fantastic"' Fhfm 
" Abs o \ ute! y p n ce I ess" 

Aviation News 


ROYAL MAIL LAST POSTAL DATES FOR CHRISTMAS 2006 


1 st Mai! 

UK tod Ilia Chnnnn! (stands J9lt\ Dc-zrmUzr 

2nd Class Mail 

UK and Hi* ChnnneS teonds f6Th Dwomtufe 

Special Delivery 

UK and fiw ChiKi-iuJ Wa/id* 21 Jf Geci/ntor 

Special Delivery (Sat) 

UK and ttm Chdnrm Ww-d* 22f)d JOat&rtitMSr 1 

Airmail (Europe) 

Frthw*, n*i Y «ie Itfft OacamSw-r 


Airmail (Rest of World) 

USA, C.i.’jdri. Mnrg Kong, South Africa F Kh Dscembvr 

International Surface Mail 

USA, Carjid*, Hong Kong,. South Africa 2Tth Dctobar 

International Surface Mail 

Eid tom Eurap* ircludir.H Qmtg, Cyp-ri/i, 

Tu^ty, Maitn etc 2-i Ml November 

International Surface Mail 

Wa-tturn Europ* Including Spxln, 

0js--rur,v 1st Dsc*fr\bor 


T-shirt printing & 
<EmBroidety 

Polos, sweats, caps, jackets etc. 
ships/teams/clubs/messes r 
Stag $ Hen runs 
and an other occasions 

Sfrf-UP Pisawta AVAiiAllE 

up to 100% [Quote: NN07) 

www.weyprint.co.uk 
01305 760780 

sales@vveyprint.co.uk 


WANTED ROLEX 

We are looking for all Navy/ 
Army/Co nrtex issue Rolex 
Submariners and 
Sea-Dwellers. Cash paid 
Ail other mode Is wanted. 

Tel: 01329 848690 / 
07961 865254 


Chri.viiim Gifts at www.ukforcesxo.uk. Wc 
have unbeatable prices tin n wide range of 
gifts for at] hie family from leading High 
Street companies and specialist internet stores. 
Avoid the stress and save money shop online a! 
wiv\v.u k forccs.co, uk 


Joys Roses 

& 

Fletchers-Freesias 

Freesias, Roses and 
Carnations 
by post 

Special Christmas 
Bouquets 

Hotline 

Tel: 01481 248185 
Fax: 01481 248582 

www.fletchers-freesias.co.uk 


pshe K ^ j 


the R 




:oii an* 
Sgs-on 


Unit 27, HTM Business Park 
Abercgcle Road. Rhuddlan 
Den b i g h s hi re L LI 0 5U Z 
Tel: 0H45 591905 
□ Ian @fi s he r pa tton. wa had o o . c 0. a k 
www.fi she rpattona n c! 1 h ered ba ro n. c o. n k 


THE COMBINED OPERATIONS CROSS 

Tnss medai C3n be worn by anyone who has participated in 
inler-service cooperation either in peace time or on active service. 
IE is a bronze cross with a Commando dagger on the front vertical 
bar and an inscription around it saying "Combined Operations", ft 
has a blue ribbon. All Combined Operations Crosses are mounted. 

Currently taking orders for Christmas. Medals available on I* 1 
December. This medal will be produced in very limited quantities. 

Full size medal is £39.50 plus pap (registered) 

M i n i at u re m ed a I i s £ 19.5 0 plus p&o (registered j 


U-NEED-US at 


FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF: 


NOVELTIES. PARTY HATS, CRACKERS, 
DECORATIONS. PARTY POPPERS. STREAMERS, 
BALLOONS. PAPER PLATES ETC. 

30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth Pol 1NW 
Phono 023 9282 3013. Fax 023 9273 6943 

B.f-P-0 orders welcome * Free catalogue available. 

Established in Portsmouth over SO Years ago 

www.u-need-us.biz 


STOP SNORING - TONIGHT 


Success or your money back 


The SnorBan mouthpiece holds your tower 
jaw forward, so opening the airway and 
you stop snoring Easy to fit and wear. 
30 day guarantee. Available to BFPO. 
Used successfully by serving personnel 
worldwide. £45.00. 

Visit www.snorban.co.uk or 
ring 01243 572993 


Fart Ns Navy All At Sea £16*95 s-t mim 

From battleship to trawler, ships of all shapes and sizes took to the seas to defend Britain 
in the early forties. This programme contains footage 
of the whole gamut of Royal Navy ships of the time. Julies 

ft incl tides HMS Ifwpite bo m bard mg To b u rk, 

^ HMS Ark Royal returning after the battle of *p§jl@. 

Taranto and the new crew of a Motor Torpedo Boat 

working up to their first engagement with the enemy ^0^ 1 


Seventies Navy £16.95 m mins 
Four Royal Navy instructional films covering a ship 
and its company brought up to fighting fitness by 
POST; the crew of A95 Typhoon an ocean going tug, 
towing f rigates; the experimental use of hovercraft for 
mine counter measures, beach landings and maritime 
patrol work and the recovery of a Wasp helicopter lost 
at sea in depths beyond normal diving limits. 


SEIEMA CREEK w 

paiwbaA to orator F-y 
Q^sitjo^-es, \vb fc-k' 
foume. PVt v livw- 
foot U7 ^Gjq 
Pefcaib ■ 0151- 
Itl 544S 


ROYAL NAVAL MN 
ITEMS R ANTED 

Good prices paid for quality pieces 

HMS bells, deck plates, brass badges, battle honours boards, 
presentation items, wardroom silver, swords, instruments, 
diving watches end equipment. Nelson related items, etc. 


David Bond Tel: 01 SOS 835092 Email; nautiealantiqucs@tisca|kqo + uk 


Model Ships 
Clocks 
Barometers 
Brass Instruments 
Novelties 
Ship In Bottles 
Replica Instruments 
Lighthouse Models 
www.modelboatco.com 


class. Jfc Mw postal / 

I flowers Fiower Serwice 

\ What could be nicer than to receive a box of freshly 
cut flowers direct from the island of Guernsey. 

At Classic Flowers we pride ourselves in sending 
only the finest quality blooms and handwriting our 
message cards to give that personal touch. 

30 Freesia only £13 95 

20 Standard Carnations £15.95 

15 Freesia and 10 Standard Carnations £16.25 

15 Freesia and 10 Spray Carnations £16.25 

Mixed bouquets from £15.95 

Prices includes: First class post. Quality flowers with foliage. 
Gift card with your own personal message. 

Strong presentation box. Flower food, care guide. 

Vat where applicable. 

To order or request our free brochure simply telephone, fax 
or use our website. 

Classic Flowers, Rue de Pres, St Peters, Guernsey. GY7 9AFi 

Tel: 01481 265611 Fax: 01481 266362 
Web: www.classic-flowers.com 


JewelleryNcw 


Modem, stylish jewellery online. 
Christmas gift ideas from under £30 
Free delivery to UK and BFPO 

www . J e wel lery No w .co.uk 


No Waffle! 

Quality Clothing at the Right Trice. 
Embroidered or Printed, Polo's, T-shirta, 
Sweatshirt?, Baseball Caps, Sports Clothing, 
Motors port Jackets, Wpp& Lighten, Glassware, 
Silverware, Mugs, ID Badges etc. 

We're your 'One fitop Promotional Shop'll 
Also available, Diego Garda Created Clothing! 

JoBlaine Mugs & Promotions 
of Plymouth 
Tel: 08480 560637 
Fax: 08450 580647 
Mobile: 07905 952318 
5-mail: sales@jobiaine»com 
www*j obIainspromotions.com 


Royal Navy Videos available to order now... 

On-line: www.eavb.co.ttk 
Telephone: 0116 236 2901 

Post: Beulah, 66 Rochester Way, Crowborough, TN6 2DU 

Please make cheques payable In Beulah and include IJ'J p+p 


ROYAL VIDEOS 
NAVY VILJW:> 
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8 %-~ SEA CADETS 


Units in 
the shop 
window 

SEA Cadets from all over the 
North-East of England gathered 
at the Metro Centre in Gateshead 
for the first SeaCadetFest. offer¬ 
ing a showcase for their activities 
in Europe’s largest shopping and 
leisure complex. 

Around 200 cadets representing 
almost 20 units offered shoppers 
the chance to try their skills on a 
rowing challenge, a surfing simu¬ 
lator and the Royal Marines* pop¬ 
ular rolling rock-climbing wall. 

And if anyone stood around too 
long they were likely to find them¬ 
selves having camouflage paint 
applied to their face or getting 
bandaged by first-aiders. 

A Sea Cadet band pulled in 
the crowds while volunteers were 
taught a hornpipe or picked up 
knot-tying skills, and a unique 
drill display set to a club dance 
track was a big success. 

Thousands of people saw the 
displays over the two days, and 
plans are now in hand for more 
SeaCadetFescs at other centres 
owned by Capital Shopping 
Centres, which has offered sup¬ 
port to the Sea Cadet movement. 

Wreck site 
is studied 

CADETS from the Hartlepool 
unit investigated the remains of 
a shipwreck in a lottery-funded 
heritage project. 

Dig, Diiv. and Discover saw the 
cadets excavate and record their 
findings on the wreck of a wooden 
ship, thought to date from the early 
19th century, on a local beach. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund 
project operates under the guid¬ 
ance of the Nautical Archaeology 
Society, and saw cadets gain 
scuba-diving qualifications, 
though they could not actually 
dive on an underwater wreck. 
They have also researched die 
history of a number of locally-built 
ships which were wrecked, and 
learnt basic techniques in mari¬ 
time archaeological surveying. 

There was also training in web 
design to help them post news of 
their activities on the PortCities 
Hartlepool website: http:// 
portcities.hartlepooLgov.uk 

Laura seizes 
opportunity 

LAURA Frudd has made die most 
of her opportunities as a sea cadet, 
and did not miss the opportunity 
of a platform to let people know. 
The platform was the one offered 
her as she received her certificate 
and badge as Lord Lieutenant’s 
Cadet for South Yorkshire , 

FOG Frudd, of the Barnsley 
unit, will attend Lord Lieutenant 
David Moody at civic and military 
occasions for the next year. 

At the presentation - which also 
featured the chosen cadets from 
the Army Cadet Force and Air 
Training Corps I .aura told the 
audience of the many opportuni¬ 
ties she has grasped, from learning 
to sail to expedition training, cul¬ 
minating this year in her participa¬ 
tion in an International Sea Cadet 
Exchange in Sweden. 

“I have used my time as a cadet 
as much as 1 could/* said Laura, 

“I have developed a lot as a per¬ 
son and learnt a lot about people 
from other countries/’ 

Divers qualify 

FOUR teenage cadets, from South 
Shields, Coventry, Liverpool and 
Widnes, have gained diving quali¬ 
fications at TS Liverpool. 

Hours of classroom work led 
to four qualifying dives in the 
EcclestOn Delph, a flooded quarry 
in Lancashire. 

All four were presented with 
bags of diving goodies by Northern 
Diver of Appley Bridge, who sup¬ 
ply the MOD and support the Sea 
Cadet Corps Diving Section. 

HQ Staff Officer Diving Lf 
G Bay ley was presented with a 
commemorative glass diver. 





Darren is 
rewarded 


Blackpool 
to deliver 
boating 
courses 

BLACKPOOL Sea Cadets are 
celebrating after receiving recog¬ 
nition from the Royal Yachting 
Association as a teaching centre. 

“The Royal Yachting 
Association is the national gov¬ 
erning body responsible for all 
dinghy sailing and powerboating 
courses in the United Kingdom/’ 
said unit Commanding Officer Lt 
Andy Morley. 

Hie RYA has a programme 
of inspections which ensures top 
quality of instruction and equip¬ 
ment is maintained, and the 
Blackpool unit has worked for 
eight years to achieve recognition, 
allowing k to deliver courses and 
award intemationa II y■-recognised 
qualifications. 

The news tops off a successful 
season for the unit. In July they 
received nearly £4,700 from the 
National Lottery to buy a racing- 
spec Laser dinghy, and won three 
bronzes, a silver and a gold at the 
regional racing heats. 

Four Blackpool cadets travelled 
to Portsmouth to represent the 
North West Area at the National 
Dinghy Sailing Championships. 


Wellingborough’s 
silver windsurfer 


so Sea Cadet units nationwide. 

Matt insisted that the result was 
announced as a Wellingborough 
Sea Cadet achievement - it was 
the first major award won by the 
satellite unit independently of the 
Northampton hub, 

Wellingborough Sea Cadet unit 
has just celebrated its first anni¬ 
versary, having been formed in 
September 2005, and is looking to 
increase numbers through 2007. 

Any new recruits between 10 
and 18 in the Wellingborough 
area should visit the website 
www.northamptonseacadets. 
org 

Rebel racers 

TWO cadets from the Colchester 
unit, TS Colne Light, were due to 
join the race crew ofTS Rebel as 
Navy News went to press, 

OC Glenn Arrow smith and AC 
Josh Syrett were raking part in 
the Rebel Challenge Shield Race 
off Walton an event sponsored 
by North Sea Yachting, a Royal 
Yachting Association sea school. 

The Rebel Challenge race is 
in its fourth year, and takes the 
form of a handicap race with com¬ 
petitors drawn from local cruising 
and racing yachts who support TS 
Rebel in its efforts to provide sail¬ 
ing and yacht racing for cadets. 


• From left, Bill Nuttail, Brian Aspinall and Fred Nuttail 


Ship stirs 

ON A visit to Portsmouthj a 
former Sea Cadet was interested 
to spot that the former HMS 
Rame Head was still afloat at the 
top end of Portsmouth Harbour. 

“This brought back memories 
of 1949 when Sea Cadets from 
the Botton unit attended a course 
in this ship, then moored below 
Sahash Bridge in Plymouth/* said 
Bill Nuttail,' 

“Amongst those cadets were 
myself, my cousing Fred Nuttail 
and a certain Brian Aspinall. 

“Fred and Brian both trained 
in TS Vmdicatrix and later joined 


memories 

the Merchant Navy, where even¬ 
tually Brian became a Master 
Mariner and captained various 
ships, eventually retiring in 1995. 

“Fred left the sea and joined 
the Grenadier Guards, later the 
Territorial Army, and retired in 
1992 as a major in the King’s 
Regiment. 

“1 did National Service in the 
Royal Navy, later returning to 
banking, and was commissioned 
in the RNVR and also the Sea 
Cadet Corps, and retired in 1980 
as a lieutenant commander and 
CO of the Bolton unit.” 


A FORMER Sea Cadet has been 
awarded the Marine Society’s 
prestigious Thomas Gray Silver 
.Medal for leading a challenging 
life-saving sea rescue. 

During a transatlantic voy¬ 
age from Tenerife to Barbados 
in January, Capt Darren Naggs, 
formerly of Llandudno and Ryde 
units and now captain of the Tall 
Ships Youth Trust’s square-rigged 
brig Stavros S N larches, received 
a distress alert relay from the US 
Coast Guard. 

A 24 ft ocean rowing boat 
American Fire, taking part in an 
Atlantic rowing race, was in trou¬ 
ble, and Capt Naggs sailed 120 
miles through heavy seas, trans¬ 
mitting to the boat dial help was 
on its way. 

In foul conditions, in a huge 
sea swell, a life raft was launched 
on the end of a line and two 
women rowers, who had clung to 
the upturned rowing boat for 16 
hours, were saved. 


• A job well done by Caiium Malone and Marko Bajic, who were 
constructing a shelter in Mereworth Woods Training Area as part 
of Personal Leadership Tasks by Cadet Shana Elliott of Southwark 
Sea Cadets 


WELLINGBOROUGH cadet Matt 
Rixon rounded off the 2006 boat¬ 
ing season in style by gaining 
a silver medal in the National 
Windsurfing Finals at Chichester. 

Matt finished second in two of 
the three races, and gained bronze 
in the third, taking second place 
overall in a competition attended 
by cadets representing the 400 or 


CADETS from two units had 
good cause to remember the latter 
stages of HMS Portland’s relit. 

Before her dry dock at 
Portsmouth was flooded up, there 
was a family reunion under her 
dry hull - PO Tom Morgan, who 
serves in the Type 23 frigate, met 
little sister Cadet Heather Morgan, 
who was visiting the Naval Base 
with colleagues from the WirfaL 

Shortly after, with 20 weeks of 
surveying and repairs complete 
and final checks carried oul by 
FSL, the sluices were opened. 

And there to lend a hand were 
cadets from TS Swiftsurc in 
Farnham, who had been down 
to see the ship in June and asked 
if they could come back when she 
was refloated. 

Not only did they see the dock 
refilling, but they played their part, 
albeit in a small way, manning a 
fire hose to speed the process. 


Whitehaven swimmers 
are among the medals 


NINE cadets from TS Bee, the 
Whitehaven unit, covered them¬ 
selves in glory by winning the 
Cumbria District swimming com¬ 
petition. 

Although one of the smaller 
teams at the Workington competi- 
tion, the Whitehaven swimmers 
managed to keep their noses in 
front to win by three points, suc¬ 
cesses coming in both the indi¬ 
vidual and team competitions. 

Five of them were then select¬ 
ed to represent Cumbria at the 
North West Area competition at 


Liverpool - and they repeated the 
trick by taking 11 medals between 
them, including five golds, making 
a big contribution to the Cumbria 
District’s first area-level champ ion- 
ship win in more than ten years. 

“It was a superb and well- 
deserved result for the Cumbria 
District team/* said S/Lt (SCC) 
Keith Crowe RNR, the CO of the 
Whitehaven unit, 

“The effort put In by our cadets 
was a major contribution to the 
team result and we are extremely 
proud of them all.” 


Essex contingent 
beat the weather 


MORE than 50 cadets and 
staff from Essex District in 
the London Area attended 
their annual boatwork Gamp 
at SGTC Weymouth. 

The 43 cadets coped with 
the unseasonal rain and strong 
winds to achieve boatloads of 
qualifications. 

The Officer in Charge of the 
Essex contingent, S/Lt Les 
Hawkins, said: “As in previ¬ 
ous years this was a fantas¬ 
tic week for both cadets and 
staff, with everybody gaining 
valuable experience and most 
gaining qualifications.” 

fn all, 16 cadets gained YSS 


Stage 2, six gained Stage 3 
and six gained Stage 4. 

Eight lucky cadets got their 
hands on the centre’s per¬ 
formance boats and gained 
the Sailing with Spinnakers 
module. 

Staff were also able to ben¬ 
efit from the week, with one 
gaining NSS Level 2 sailing, 
two gaining Level 2 Power 
Boat and one qualifying as 
a Royal Yachting Association 
power-boat instructor. 

Essex District cadets should 
keep their eyes peeled in the 
New Year for information on 
next year’s boatwork camp. 


• (Above) HMS Portland is re¬ 
floated at the end of her refit 


• (Left) Junior Cdt Liam Hack, 
Cdt Sean Burgess and Cdt Scott 
Burgess from Farnham help fill 
the dry dock as HMS Portland is 
refloated 


Culvert operations 
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Southern cadets take national sailing trophy 

LOCAL cadets took the honours in the 
Sea Cadet National Sailing Regatta 
held in the Portsmouth area - though 
it was cadets from the Eastern Area 
who cleaned up in the windsurfing 
competition. 

Around 100 competitors travelled to 
the Southern Area Boating Station, at 
Whale Island in Portsmouth Harbour, 
and enjoyed conditions more akin to 
the Med than the Solent in late Sep¬ 
tember. 

After two days of intense com¬ 
petition the Southern Area were 
presented with the trophy as overall 
winners, despite the best efforts of 
leading cadet sailors from around the 
country. 

The Southern Area may have been 
operating in home waters, but some of 
the best performances were achieved 
by cadets from further afield - cadets 
such as P Newbury, from land-locked 
Redditch, representing South West 
Area, who beat off strong opposition 
to win all four races in the junior Top¬ 
per competition, hinting there may be 
greater things to come in the national 
and international arena. 

The windsurfing events were held 
at Westhampnett, near Chichester, 
and here Eastern Area were more 
successful, heading back home with 
most of the honours and third place 
overall. 

• Former assault ships HMS Fearless 
and HMS intrepid form the backdrop 
to cadets competing in the National 
Sailing Regatta at Portsmouth 



Journey back in time 
for Heartbeat extras 



SUN BURY and Walton unit's first 
success in the National Pulling 
Championships since 1988 was 
timely lor LC Ben Clarke. 

This is Ben's final year as a 
cadei, and he said their motto 

- “Train hard and do our best” 

held true in the windy and wet 

conditions at the ExCeL Centre. 

The team - Sebastian Fraity- 
Waite (bow). Jack Lory, Andrew 
Overton, Ben Clarke (stroke) 
and Kane Fennell (cox’n) were 
Open Boys winner at South West 
District and London Area level, 
and won all three of their races at 
the ExCeL Centre in London. 

IN a close finish, Northampton 

unit was edged out from top spot 
by Flitwick unit, representing 
Bedfordshire, in the Eastern 
Area Expedition Challenge. 

The adventurous training 
competition helps develop team 
working and leadership skills. 

The Northampton cadets 
have also been learning sailing 
and canoeing skills at regional 
courses, and 23 cadets attend¬ 
ed a boatwork camp at the 
Sea Cadet Training Centre in 
Thrapston, all gaining RYA-rec- 
ognised qualifications. 

All this effort was recognised 
at the awards night, when LC 
Jack Mitchell (15} was awarded 
the HMS Laforey Shipmates 
award for best all-round cadet 
in 2006. 

THE SCC has lost a stalwart sup¬ 
porter with the death of Lt (SCO) 
John Bosustow RNR, who was a 
member of the Vigilant Squadron 
training staff at HMS Raleigh 
from 1980 to 1998, where he 
taught seamanship to both adults 
and cadets. 

Prior to that John spent 22 
years in the Royal Navy as a 
seaman specialist rising to CPO 
(Boom Technician). 

John was highly regarded for 
his seaman skills across the Corps 

- and he was also renowned for 
spinning nautical ditties to enter- 
tain his students whilst passing on 
his vast knowledge. 

HOY LAKE unit are celebrat¬ 
ing their success In winning 
the Wfrral District swimming 
competition. 

The Merseyside unit recently 
held a major awards evening 
when the ADO (Wirrai), Lt CdV 
(SCC) Heather Pugh, presented 
cadets with badges, awards and 
shields. 

Hoylake also has a strong 
team which is working towards 
their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
award. 


CADETS from Yorkshire 
rook a trip back in time when 
they were invited to help film 
an episode of the TV series 
Heartbeat . 

E i gh t ca dets - LC $imon Hunter 
and AC Martin Natschowny 


TWO units had the honour of 
attending the dedication serv¬ 
ice for their affiliated ship, RFA 
Mounts Bay. 

Members of the Camborne 
and Redruth unit were joined by 
colleagues from Gaterham at the 
service at Falmouth Docks, 

Cadets from both units provided 
a guard for the Guest of Honour, 
Lady Sarah Band, wife of First 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir Jonathon 
Band, who also attended. 

Cadets also helped the ship's 
company with dressing the ship, 
and assisted the cook stewards 
serve lunch to the guests. 

After the ceremonies and serv¬ 
ice, Lady Band and her husband 
thanked the cadets for the high 
standards. 

The cadets had joined Mounts 
Bay the evening before the cer- 


(Filey unit), LC] D Nelson and 
MC2 C Jacketts (Hull unit), LC 
E Betteridge and LC C Bennett 
(York unit) and AC R Graham 
and AC j Hanlon (Scarborough 
unit), together with Lt Cdr (SCC) 
Eddie Temple RNR — arrived at 


emonies, allowing enough time for 
a quick look round before getting 
stuck into the preparations. 

And after the guests had left, 
some cadets visited the radio 
shack; after training, three were 
awarded their Morse proficiency 
badge . 

AC Jessica Perkins, of the 
Cornish unit, completed her pip¬ 
ing badge by piping Lady Band 
aboard, and she received her pip¬ 
ing task book, signed by the Navy's 
most senior officer. 

There was no respite on 
Saturday, when there was a lull 
ship’s tour from the engine room 
to the bridge - ten decks apart. 

Then there were more prepa¬ 
rations for the afternoon, when 
the ship was opened to the pub¬ 
lic, with cadets helping to escort 
groups around. 


Go a th land Village Hall to be met 
with grapefruit, croissants, cof¬ 
fee and tea, all served up by cast 
member Derek Fowlds (who plays 
Oscar Blake ton). 

The cadets were then supplied 
with 1950s-style uniforms, and 
were ready for the cameras. 

At this point, as predicted by 
one of the cast members, there 
was plenty of waiting about (giv¬ 
ing time to practice ‘Slope Arms’ 
and watch their counterparts from 
the Army cadets being put through 
their routine for foe camera over 
and over again). 

Then it was off to a “very pleas¬ 
ant hotel” for a good lunch before 
foe cadets took their place in front 
of foe cameras, marching past with 
‘Eyes Right 7 behind a brass band. 

“During a break in filmingTricia 
Penrose ■ Gina the pub landlady 
in the series - came to talk to foe 

Portsmouth 
can handle 
the pressure 

THREE teams from TS 
Alamein ensured that the 
Portsmouth unit retained 
the overall handling trophy 
at the National Combined 
Regatta at the ExCeL 
Centre in London. 

Representing the 
Southern Area, having 
won at District and Area- 
level competitions, the 
teams competed in disci¬ 
plines associated with the 
handling of sail, power and 
pulling boats, tested by pre¬ 
determined manoeuvres. 

The sailing team won 
gold and the power boat 
team silver. 

The Chairman of the 
TS Alamein Management 
Committee, Lt Cdr Geoff 
Palmer RN. said that such 
events presented individual 
cadets in a very favourable 
light, and go a long way to 
promoting a sense of pride 
in their achievements and 
building up team spirit. 


cadets, all of whom were rather 
smitten,” said Lt Cdr Temple , 

“After seven march-pasts the 
assistant director apologised for 
so many takes, and the cadets 
were heard to remark that if Gina 
maintained her position near foe 
saluting position, they would hap¬ 
pily march past all day long.” 

The final total was in excess of 
20 march-pasts, at which poim 
Lt Cdr Temple took centre stage, 
shouting ‘Eyes Right 1 and "Eyes 
Front 5 watched by foe entire cast, 
film crew and 300 assorted spec¬ 
tators. 

“An excellent day was made all 
the more enjoyable by the friend¬ 
liness and kindness shown by all 
foe stars of the series and foe film 
crew,” he added. 

The episode featuring the 
cadets is likely to be the fifth of 
the new series. 


THREE Sea Cadet stalwarts were 
given due recognition at the Lord 
Lieutenant of Berkshire's awards 
ceremony in Windsor, 

Lt Cdr (SCC) Maurice Alder 
RNR (retd) has been at Reading 
unit, apart from a short break for 
National Service, since 1950. 

His continuous service as an 
adult instructor started in 1958, 
and he was unit Commanding 
Officer in 1979. 

Although he retired from the 
active list in 1983 he has remained 


Surprise 
party for 
veteran 

WHEN Lt Cdr (SCC) John Rose 
turned up at the Harlow unit HQ, 
TS Adventure, he thought it was 
just a social evening. 

But it turned out to be a rather 
more emotional evcnL a surprise 
retirement party from foe Corps, 

Commanding Officer S/Lt Jack 
Bourne welcomed John to the 
gathering, which included a small 
contingent from foe Bishops 
Stortford RNA branch, and padre 
Mike Jezzard spoke of John’s hard 
work for the cadets over 26 years, 
and his adventures in foe Royal 
Navy during the war, including 
time on the Russian Convoys. 

Cadets helped serve the meal, 
after which John received a 
Certificate of Achievement, and 
a new set of full-sized medals, ail 
ready lc> wear - RNA members 
learned that his originals were 
mislaid over the years. 

RNA branch President S/M 
Alan Kendell then presented John 
with a King's Shilling tankard. 

The evening ended with John 
speaking of his time with the 
Cadets, and thanking all those who 
had contributed to foe evening. 


on the District Reserve ever since, 

Maj (SCC) Graham Guppy 
RMR has been foe Southern Area 
Marine Cadet Area Staff Officer 
since 1990 s and started as a cadet 
at Reading in foe mid-60s. 

Lt (SCC) John Gathergood 
RNR is the Commanding Officer 
of foe Windsor unit TS Windsor 
Castie, having joined the Corps 
in 1980, and he has taken the 
lead in organising foe Sea Cadets 7 
involvement in many high-profile 
parades in Windsor. 



• Lady Sarah Band talks to Sea Cadets on board RFA Mounts Bay 

Busy schedule for 
BFA ship dedication 



• (From left): Maj (SCC) Graham Guppy RMR , Philip Wroughton, 
Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire r Lt (SCC) John Gathergood RNR and Lt 
Cdr (SCC) Maurice Alder RNR (retd) 


Trio are honoured 
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• The mighty Hood ... The epitome of inter-war sea power as seen from the turret of another capital ship 
in the wartime anchorage of Scapa Flow 
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Trust Me... I'm an Old Sailor 

Miscellany of true sea stories 
trawled from around the world by 
Reg Osborn in this 295-page book. 

Available from Reg Osborn, 55 Norbury Hill, 
London SW16 3LA* £13,99 plus £130 p&p 


HISTORIANS step out 
of 'their periods 3 at their 
peril but Brian lavery, 
formerly of the National 
Maritime Museum and the 
noted expert on the nuts 
and bolts of the Royal 
Navy of the Napoleonic 
period, has done so with 
triumphant results. 

In part stimulated by his 
important recent book Hostilities 
Only on the training of the Navy 
of 1939-45 he has now produced 
a handsome volume on all 
dimensions of the service during 
World War 2* 

Based in concept on his well- 
known and much-reprinted 
Nelson } s Navy the new book 
Churchill's Navy: The Men, 
Ships and Organisation {Conway* 
£40 ISBN 1-84486-0353) breaks 
new ground in its comprehensive 
approach to the subject, unites 
Dr Eric Grove of the University of 
Salford , 

The sections on ships and 
aircraft are relatively minor parts 
of this fascinating and most useful 
work. 

Of much more importance are 
the sections on Naval organisation, 
and personnel. 

For example, the chapter 
‘Naval society and culture 3 
contains sections on ‘the 
administration of Naval 
personnel 3 , ‘Naval medicine 7 , 
‘Naval law and discipline 3 and 
‘Naval custom and traditions 7 . 

Much of this may seem obvious, 
workaday and even uninteresting 
to those who remember but, 
sadly, these veterans will soon 
be no longer with us and future 
historians will have to rely on 
informed sources such as this. 

It is not before time that such 
topics are finally being recorded 
and discussed. 

Brian Lavery is noted for his 
thoroughness and it is typical that 
his chapter on ‘the structure of 
Naval power 7 contains sections 
on ‘the arts of the seaman’ 
and logistics 7 as well as on the 
Admiralty and the top management 
of the service, ‘admirals and 
Fleets 7 and ‘communications and 
intelligence 7 . 

This ‘arts of the seaman 3 section 
covers deck seamanship, the 
bridge and chart room and what 
went on there, helm and engine 
orders, ship handling, the tasks 
of the navigator, and the basics of 
coastal and ocean navigation. 

‘Logistics 7 covers the victualling 
department, diet and the messing 
system as well as the role of the 


Harrier Carriers 
Vol I 

HMS INVINCIBLE 


Business in 
local waters 


THE battle between the U- 
boat and their prey brings to 
mind pitiless oceans, nervous 
merchantmen and hard-pressed 
escorts, the balance swinging to 
and fro between attackers and 
defenders as technology and 
tactics evolved. 

The threat lo Britain from 
German submarines was always 
significant cut the supply lines 
and Britain grinds to a halt, and 
her war effort with it. 

But it was not just the big 
transatlantic convoys that 
attracted the interest of the U- 
boat captains. 

Coastal traffic was a crucial 
factor in both conflicts, 
particularly the Great War, and U- 
boats by the dozen hunted along 
these seaways to pick off war ships, 
small steamers and fishing vessels, 
to lay mines, and to shell coastal 
towns and villages. 

Operating in treacherous 
littoral waters, many U-boats 
failed to return from patrol, 
and until recent times the last 
moments of many of these 
stealthy killers was unclear* 

Add to that the Royal Navy 
submarines which, through act 
of war or accident, also lie on the 
sea bed around the British Isles, 
and you have in total more than 
150 wrecks - the subject of Silent 
Warriors, Volume 1 (Tentpus, 

£ 19.99, ISBN 0-7524-3876-X), 

In Volume 1, covering the 
East Coast of England from 
Northumberland to Beachv 
Head, authors Ron Young and 
Pamela Armstrong bring together 
the disciplines of maritime 
history and marine archaeology 
to produce a highly-detailed and 
meticulously-researched guide to 
the careers and last resting places 
of these submarines, drawing on a 
wide range of sources. 

Some of the stories are well 
known, others are not. 

But each is a tragedy in its own 
right, a heart-stopping impact 
or explosion, often ending in a 
cold, dark nightmare of inrushing 
water with no means of escape, 
and in some cases the precise 
manner and time of the death of 
the submarine, and her crew, will 
always be a mystery. 
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fittings usually taken for 
granted such as anchors and 
mooring gear and masts 
and rigging, the latter 
still worth a look 
even in an age of 
engines. 

Again the 
emphasis is on 
analytical rigour 
and thoroughness 
of coverage. The 
section on sensors begins 

thought provokingly - with 
the human eye before moving on 
to sonar and radar. 

The wartime Royal Navy 
became a large and complex 
organisation, and coverage in due 
extent and depth is given to the 
Fleet Air Arm, the Submarine 
Service, the Royal Marines and 
the Wrens and the amphibious 
forces which became ever more 
important as the war progressed. 

There is also a useful section on 
the Merchant Navy that points out 
that merchant seamen had a far 
higher death rate (a terrifying 19 
per cent) than any of the Armed 
Services. 

There is a whole chapter 
on ‘escorts 1 but the author’s 
discussion of the question of 
the RN 3 s preparedness for the 
Battle of the Atlantic is weakened 
slightly by no reference to George 
Franklin 7 s important recent work 
that shows that the Navy had 
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done its best to prepare in 
adverse circumstances. 
The ‘coastal 
navies 7 receive 
^ ® a separate 

^ chapter, the 
more glamorous 
fast attack craft 
being balanced with 
the minesweepers 
and the all-too-often- 
forgotten Royal Naval 
Patrol Service with its 
trawlers, drifters, yachts and 
other small craft. 

This section whets the appetite 
lor more work to be done on the 
‘Auxiliary Patrol 7 which guarded 
Britain’s shores, especially in the 
dark days of 1940. 

This brings me to one of 
my few other criticisms of this 
wonderful book. In the opening 
scene-setting historical summary 
the author does not make enough 
of the key role played by the Navy 
in preventing invasion in 1940. 

It was not just that the Home 
Fleet was prepared ‘to send its 
destroyers south 7 , Immingham 
and the Note command were 
already stuffed with Home Fleet 
cruisers and destroyers and other 
craft waiting to pounce. 

The Auxiliary Patrol stood guard 
all round the threatened coast and 
there were more forces (including 
an old, perhaps expendable, 
battleship) in Portsmouth and 
Devonport. 

The actions of the RAF, 
important though they were, did 
little to ‘remove the immediate 
threat’ of invasion. A good 
opportunity to reassert this central 
and usually forgotten role of the 
RN during the war has been lost. 

The author also has it in for 
the much maligned Gapt D’Oylv- 
Hughes of the ill-fa ted HMS 
Glorious whom he persistently, 
and, in my opinion, rather unfairly, 
criticises. 

He says that he ‘allowed’ his 
doomed ship to sail under the 
guns of the German battleships 
that sank her. The story is more 
complex and still controversial. 

As for the vexed question of 
the deficienccs in Fleet Air Arm 
equipment at the outbreak of war, 
Brian criticises the RAF a bit too 
much. 

It was not that the third service 
put the FA A “at the end of the 
queue for the latest technology 37 , 
it was much more, as the author 
touches on but does not fully 
explain, that the Naval Staff were 
not asking for the right things. 

The author does, however, 
include a significant section on 
Coastal Command in his section 
on ‘the other Services 7 . 

These criticisms are however 
unimportant and peripheral for a 
work that is a true landmark in the 
literature of the Royal Navy. 

It is absolutely beautifully- 
produced in landscape format 
and should be in the library of 
everyone interested in the Royal 
Navy of World War 2. 


RFA, and fuel and ammunition 
supply The differences between 
the messing allowance system, 
general messing and the victualling 
allowance are dearly explained 
and interesting examples given of 
the food eaten in a wartime ship. 

The vital role of the NAAFI 
in extending the choice ‘beyond 
the basic necessities provided 
by the state 7 is also emphasised. 
The author informs us that by 
mid-1944 there were almost 800 
NAAFI canteens in ships and 
760 NAAFI canteens in shore 
establishments* 

As well as analysing the 
anatomy of the service as a whole 
Brian Lavery probes beneath the 
anatomy of the contemporary 
warship. 

He examines the role of naval 
constructors {where else does one 
easily find a picture of their tear time 
headquarters at the Empire Hotel 
in Bath?), the design process, the 
principles of seaworthiness and 
stability as well as the dynamics of 
shipbuilding and repair. 

Power plants and armament 
receive due attention as well as 
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Setting the standard 



Feeding the 
appetite for 
U-boats 


IN the annals of 20th Century 
naval history, underwater warfare 
is dominated by a single word: 
Unterseeboot. 

Quite why the U-boat has such 
a grip on historians and readers 
alike is a mystery, and authors 
continue to feed our appelite. 

U-boat expert Jak Mallmann 
ShowelFs latest ‘dish 7 is The 
U-boat Century: German 
Submarine Warfare 1906-2006 
{Chatham, £ 19.99 ISBN 1- 
86176-2414}), a photo-driven 
history of German submarines to 
the present day 

TTic emphasis, not surprisingly, 
rests on the two world wars, but 
rather than a simple chronological 
recounting of the U-boat story, 
Showed concentrates on facets 
of the submarine service: bases, 
shipyards, life aboard, weapons 
systems, as well as front-line 
operations* 

Particularly interesting in this 
copiously-illustrated book are the 
images of U-boats in the Great 
War, a campaign still largely 
eclipsed by the Battle of the 
Atlantic a generation later. 

Like Britain, Germany 
experimented with its 
submarines, such as the U- 
cruisers, heavily-armoured boats 
with huge deck guns. 

Equally interesting are images 
of U-boats surrendering to RN 
officers at the end of the war. 

And we here at Navy News 
cannot resist a strange animal 
story. 

One bizarre British attempt 
to thwart the U-boat menace in 
WWl was to train seagulls to find 
enemy submarines. 

Dummy periscopes would be 
towed through the sea chucking 
out food for the birds to eat in 
the hope that they would descend 
e?i masse upon a real periscope. 

The Admiralty abandoned 
the project; a German periscope 
rather looked like a British one... 
(sadly, no pictures are included). 



Plugging a 
mine gap 


ANOTH E R co pi onsly-il lustra te d 
work is the story of Roy 
Berryman Edwards as recounted 
by his daughter Sylvia Hammond 
in From Mercury to Mines (Jem* 
£9*99 ISBN 0-9552989-0-3)* 

Edwards served in both world 
wars - as a boy seaman in the 
first conflict (the accounts here 
of life at Ganges and Mercury 
are particularly useful to the 
RN 7 s growing band of social 
historians), and as a mine warfare 
officer in the second conflict. 

It was in this role that he was 
killed by a T-Type mine which 
exploded as he tried to de-fuse it 
near Great Yarmouth in 1942. 

The work of the mine disposal 
teams around UK waters is, to 
use a well-worn phrase, unsung, 
so this very personal memoir/ 
autobiography helps to fill a gap. 
























































Alfred are 
top Snajper 
snipers 

RESERVISTS from HMS King 
Alfred in Portsmouth scored 
some notable successes at the 
prestigious Snajper Skill at Arms 
marksmanship competition. 

Poznan in Poland was the 
venue for the event which saw 
more than 50 teams from across 
the globe demonstrate their 
shooting skills. 

Two of the seven UK team 
entrants were formed by Naval 
reservists: Alfred were joined by 
marskmen from the RNR Air 
Branch. 

The shooters were asked to 
pick up 9mm machine pistols* an 
AK47 assault rifle, the Walther 
P99 pistol, Dragunov sniper rifle 
and hand grenades. 

King Alfred's CO Cdr Geoff 
Bewley proved to be the most 
consistent marksman with the 
sniper rifle, while the rest of his 
team proved suitably proficient 
with the AK47 to each receive a 
medal and certificate. 

L$ Miranda Gracknefi-Burt 
took eighth place in the female 
championship (her reward was a 
glass flower) 3 whilst CFG Harlow 
was runner-up in the ‘-surprise* 
pop-gun stance. 

Ark trio take 
Faslane title 

A MIXTURE of raw power 
and solid experience from Ark 
Royal athletes saw them take first 
place as 40 people contested the 
Faslane triathlon. 

Competitors were asked to 
complete a 400m swim in the 
pool, then get on their bikes for 
6.6 miles and finally run for 3.3 
miles for a 'tour' of the Scottish 
countryside. 

Leading the field was Ark's 
WO2 Spring. 

A member of the RNRM tria- 
th I on squad, the senior rating has 
been competing in the sport for 
the past decade and has raced 
at the world-renowned Ironman 
Austria event. In Faslane, he 
crossed the line after 47 minutes 5 
exertion. 

A few minutes’ later LA 
Nikoufekr, a triathlete for the 
past two years, came home in 
eighth place. 

And in his first triathlon, ship¬ 
mate PG Blackburn crossed the 
finishing line in a creditable 28th 
place. 

The combined performances of 
the three Ark crewmen ensured 
that the flat-top team were named 
overall winners of the event. 

Long John’s 
still got it 

RN JUDO stalwart John Thacker 
took silver at the British Masters 
championships in High Wycombe 

crowning a career spanning four 
decades. 

John, secretary of RN judo, has 
represented the Senior Service 
in four decades - 70s, 80s, 90s 
and now the 00s (although 
fellow judo experts say there are 
rumours about the 60s). 

Meanwhile, the date for the 
association's training camp in 
Guernsey has been put back until 
next year. It will now be held 
either in January or February. 

See www,mjudo*com for more 
information. 

Aqua matters 

THE Joint Services Sub-Aqua 
Association will be holding a 
three-day conference on issues 
affecting the sport next month. 

The Staff College at 
Shrivenham will host the event, 
which comprises the annual 
general meeting of the three 
Services’ sub-aqua dubs, 
presentations and updates on 
diving in general, and a social 
evening. 

Details from Sqn Ldr Jim 
Davies on 96161 8252. 
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• The one that got away... LPT Dave Jones (HMS Portland) powers past the South African 


Pictures: Ccfr Gary Busheil. RMFIU 




H You can read Cdr Gary 
Bushel 1 5 s full match reports at 
www.navy rugby union, co.uk/ 
newsiphp and well have a 
report from the team's com¬ 
munity work in South Africa next 
month. 
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• Happy chalk... CpI Greg Barden touches down in the trouncing of the RAN 


By George 
boxers put 
on a show 


NAVY boxers hoisted the George 
Gilbody Trophy aloft after a night 
of closely-fought bouts with the 
cream of northern England’s 
fighters. 

A Navy squad travelled to 
Warrington to take on the best 
boxers from the North West of 
England in a team match. 

The sailors and Royal Marines 
squared up against one national 
finalist and a Four Nations 
champion, as well as some of the 
best fighters from the region. 

The evening finished with both 
sides Celebrating four victories 
but a walkover presented the 
trophy named after a local 
boxing legend - to the Senior 
Service, 

The victory is a welcome fillip 
for the Senior Service squad with 
the Inter-Services taking place 
this month. 


Women shine 
in canoe title 


THE RN played a decisive 
role in the Inter-Service 
canoe slalom championships 
- but sadly only in determining 
whether the Army or RAF would 
take the title* 

The RN fielded six women 
and six men and all paddlers 
improved their slalom skills over 
the weekend at Llandysul in 
Wales. 

Although most had limited 
training, everyone coped well 
with the challenges the course 
provided. 

The key results came in the 
ladies’ event where Lt Cdr 
Charlie Atkinson came 4th In 
the individual event and the 
ladies’ team comprising Charlie 
Atkinson, Lt Serena Dobson 
and Lt Helen Coxon took the 
silver medal. 

They impoved on their 
second run by 20 seconds, 
enough to beat Army A and 
come a close second behind 
RAF A. 

The airmen and women took 
the overall title in a closely- 
fought competition with the 
soldiers. 


Culdrose's cup 
overfloweth 


CULDROSE women lifted the 
Captain’s Cup after out¬ 
performing allcomers in a raft 
of sports. 

The cup is awarded to 
the unit which clocks up the 
best results across the board 
in hockey, football, five-a- 
side, rounders, tag rugby, 
badminton, squash, table 
tennis, netball and volleyball. 

The consistency of the 
Cornish ladies over the past 
12 months has proved too 
much for teams from Plymouth, 
Portsmouth and Scotland. 

“We’ve had a fantastic 
year,” said team manager LPT 
Michelle Riley. 

"The girls have worked 
extremely hard and winning the 
Captain’s Cup for the first time 
has really put Culdrose on the 
sporting map.” 


Hodgkin son pegging the South 
African team back. 

The pressure on the South 
Africa side rose to an even greater 
intensity and when they did charge 
at the RN lines* the Africans 
found the Senior Service defence 
standing firm. 

By half time, the Brits had both 
hands on the cup; a 24-0 lead 
(including four tries) and a bonus 
point guaranteed the trophy would 
be staying in Blighty, 

But that didn't mean the RN 
should rest on their laurels. 

The second period was an even 
more devastating display of rugby 
football. 

For the nexL half hour, the 
Senior Service were rampant, 
adding 20 more points to their 
tally without reply. 

Full credit to the South Africans, 
however. They refused to lie down 
and were justly rewarded with a 
try in the final ten minutes. 

The RN came forward once 
again in a final flourish and it was 
Gaz Evans who scored what was to 
be the final try of the tournament 
in a 51-5 victory. 

The Babcock Trophy was 
presented to RN skipper Dave 
Pascoe sl the post-match reception 
by the head of the South African 
Navy, Vice Admiral Mudimu, and 
the First Sea Lord. 

It w r as the end of a good day ar 
the office. 


A BATTERED but 
triumphant Royal Navy 
Rugby Union side has 
returned from a tour of 
South Africa with the 
prized Commonwealth 
Cup in its possession. 

The 1st XV headed to Simons 
Town for three crunch (literally) 
fixtures against the top naval rugby 
sides in Lhe Southern Hemisphere: 
South Africa, Australia and New 
Zealand. 

At stake was the magnificent 
Babcock Commonwealth Navies 
Rugby Cup Trophy a crystal 
rugby football-shaped decanter 
inscribed w r ith the four Navies' 
crests. 

The Aussies were the first 
challenge for die RN and the 
Breakers put out a scintillating 
first-half performance to leave the 
Brits trailing 21-5 at half time. 

But with a vicious wind behind 
them in die second period, the RN 
ran in or kicked 35 points without 
reply to leave the Aussies well 
beaten 40-21. 

Next up was a truly bruising 
encounter with the Kiwis. 

Fired up by Wayne 11 Bnek’ 
She I ford, the former All Black 
captain, New Zealand boots went 
flying in everywhere and their 
rucking was pushed to the very 


limits of the law 7 ., . and 
beyond. 

It was dear that 
they were not holding 
anything back and 
were intent on 

imposing their sheer 
physical i tv. 

It worked, 

although the 
New Zealanders 
never ran away 
with the match and led by only 
15-10 at the break. 

The second period started at 
a frenetic pace and neither side 
settled into their stride. 

In fact, throughout the half the 
RN were never allowed to play 
their game and the passion and 
physicality of the NZ team was to 
be admired. 

Adding to their first half tally 
with a solitary try, the Kiwis ran 
out 20-10 winners. 

Despite their physical approach 
it must be said that the best team 
on the day did take the spoils; in 
doing so they inflicted flic first 
deteat of the RN in the history of 
the Commonwealth Cup, 

It was inevitable that the Navy 
would lose a game eventually but 
many of the junior RN players will 
have taken much from this fixture 
and hopefully their development 
as players will benefit from the 
experience, 


You don’t have to 
win every battle to 
win a war, however. 

A comprehensive 
victory over South 
Africa and anything less 
than victory for the Kiwis 
against Australia would 
ensure the RN 
retained the 
cup. 

It’s not too 
often that we Poms are grateful to 
the Aussies.., but they saw off the 
New Zealand challenge. 

While the Kiwis had Buck' 
She I ford to fire them up, the pep 
talk for the RN squad before the 
decisive encounter with the South 
Africans came from the First Sea 
Lord, Admiral Sir Jonathon Band, 
wearing his other 4 hat’ as President 
of the RNRU. 

It obviously had an impact, 
for the Brits demonstrated their 
intent and the speed of play and 
precision interplay between backs 
and forwards had the South 
African team reeling. 

It took just six minutes for the 
first try to come with Dan Parkes 
at the bottom of a forward drive 
following a well controlled line out 
take by Marsh Cormac. 

The tempo of the game was 
established with the powerful 
boot of eitlier Jamie Caruana, 
Tioydy’ Lloyd or Craig TIodgy 1 
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Helen's 


WELL, you’re off to a good start 
if you’re a trained navigator,,, 

Lt Helen Weston (DNR) took 
two titles at the equestrian 
BHS TREC first in the Level 3 
individual class at the English 
Championships, and again at the 
British Championships a month 
later in the Level 3 Pairs class 
alongside fellow experienced 
TREC rider, Sarah Th urn el I from 
Derbyshire. 

BHS TREC is a recent import 
from Franc e f where it was 
invented 30 years ago to test 
the skills of the mountain guides 
working in their equestrian 
tourist industry. 

it is a combined event held 
over two days, consisting of 
orienteering on horseback, 
a horsemanship test and an 
obstacle course. 

The aim is to equip horse and 
rider with the skills to plan and 
execute a long distance ride in 
unfamiliar country. 

The sport is run at four levels, 
differentiated by the length and 
difficulty of the orienteering 
course, with Level 4 being the 
most demanding. 

At Level 3 the orienteering can 
be up to 32km (20 miles) long, 
typically taking six to seven 
hours to complete, and may 



include navigating by bearings 
or grid references alone as well 
as ‘normal’ route-finding. 

The junior officer already 
holds the Scottish title from last 
year, so three of the four UK 
trophies sit in her cabinet. 

“To go to the English 
Championships and win was 
fantastic, but to repeat the feat a 
month later at the British rounds 
off my season on a total high, 11 
Helen added, 

“l find navigating on land 
easier than at sea. For one thing 
the landmarks are generally a lot 
nearer.” 

Her horse Barley Venture is a 
15-year-old thoroughbred. The 
creature had never done TREC 
before Helen bought her two 
years ago, but has proved a 
quick learner. 

“TREC is a sport which 
develops the partnership 
between horse and rider, 
encouraging trust and 
confidence,” she explained. 

“Barley has gone from strength 
to strength this year, and her 
contribution to our success 
cannot be understated.” 


# More TRECs p/ease* we 3 re 
British... (Right) Helen and her 
horse Barley Venture 


Wind won't 
blow archers 
off course 

RATHER windy conditions in 
Fa reham did not prevent RN 
archers from posting excellent 
scores in the Inter-Service 
championships. 

The Navy foursome of Chard 
Smalberger, Carl Anderson, 
Gareth Knowles and Jonathan 
Parker scored a combined total of 
2,997 pts. 

They were nudged into second 
place overall by an associate team 
which posted an impressive total 
of 3,057. 

ITie RAP were third on 2,475 
and a Royal National Archery 
Association side brought up the 
rear on 2,380 pts. The Army 
were unable to field a side 
unfortunately. 

In the individual event, 
Smalberger took silver and 
Anderson took bronze with scores 
of 796 and 775 respectively. 

Coifing wood was also the 
venue for the RN championships, 
held the same day. 

Gareth Knowles clinched gold 
in the recurve, Darren Bennion 
took first in the compound, 
Martyn Heenan took the 
longbow title and Ian Cooper was 
top shot with the bare bow. 

Smalberger was crowned the 
best RN novice shoo Ling with the 
Bristol 2-round, 


Alp be back... 

AFTER the success of 
the first two years of the 
initiative, Exercise Bavarian 
Surprise will be run again for 
six months in 2007 to give 
RN and RM personnel an 
unrivalled opportunity to enjoy 
adventurous training activities. 

The Senior Service uses a 
lodge in Bavaria (hence the 
name of the exercise} between 
April and September* allowing 
guests to experience skiing, 
mountain biking* kayaking* 
rock climbing, kletterstteig 
(the German version of the via 
ferrata) and canyoning. 

Details of what is on 
offer can be found on the 
Haus Schwaben website 
www.englishguesthouse. 
com* which also gives you 
a flavour of the area* the 
accommodation* activities, 
availability and a booking form. 

The cost for each participant 
is £50 for a fun-packed week 
(the MOD subsidises the trip). 

More details from Capt Paul 
Getlender RM on FLEET-NLM 
PERS PAT SOS on Navy Star. 




In rod we 


trust 


AFTER a year’s sojourn in police 
custody, fishing’s Bob Jackson 
Memorial Shield has been 
returned to its rightful place. 

The trophy, competed for 
by top anglers from the police 
force and three Armed Services, 
was presented toWGl Dave 
Webber (AFPAA(C)), the Forces’ 
captain, by retired Lt Cdr Steve 
Clements, tin England national 
squad member, after victory in 
Weymouth. 

The anglers battled strong 
winds and horizontal rain, 
capturing 22 different species of 
fish - all of which were returned 
to the water alive. 

The Forces’ squad had 
a substantial RN presence: 

WO2 Ian Gibbs (846 NAS), 

CPO Steve Redding (POST) 
CPO(AEA) Jimmy James 
(MASU), PO(AET) Jamie 
Howard (Yeovilton) and Cpl Jim 
Lamb (RM Cliivcnor) who all 
put in excellent performances, 
especially Jimmy and Jamie who 
were debuting at this level 


HU GUY UNION 
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Refs put under 
pressure 


THIS year's WTF Taekwondo Inter- 
Services were hosted by 1 Assault 
Group Royal Marines at RM Poole, 

writes C/Sgt Ai Curtin (40 Cdo). 

The aim of the contest is to select the 
best possible Combined Services team to 
compete against the civilian world at an 
annual contest held in southern England 
- as well as settle bragging rights between 
the three Forces. 

With all RN efforts focused on retaining the 
dan grade (black belts) overall champions title 
from last year, plus the kup grade (coloured 
belts) title, the RNRM Martial Arts Association 
could not overlook the opportunity of some 
expert taekwondo training from John Harrison, 
4th dan WTF (Kukkiwon), the official RN 
taekwondo trainer/coach, to keep its fighting 
skills on top form as the dominant Service in 
the sport. 

The day started with a surprise for C/Sgt 
Curtin* as he opened the event, he was pounced 
upon and presented a prestigious award by tire 
British Taekwondo Control Board and UK 
Sport Taekwondo for his relentless promotion 
of WTF (Olympic) Taekwondo throughout the 
three Armed Forces. 

The tournament started with the Army 
dominating the kup grade poomse (four-way 


attack and defence set of moves against an 
imaginary opponent) with first and second 
places. 

It also wasn’t to be for dan grade poomse, 
LOM Rob 4 Bling Bllng’ Yarnall who 
nevertheless did us proud coming second, just 
pipped at the post by the Army. 

The afternoon went fantastically for the R.N 
fighting squad. 

With the RNRMMAA’s newly-acquired 
electronic WTF Taekwondo scoring system 
and Chris Codlings (BTCB National Referee 
Director) referee team, the event was already 
off to a professional start. 

The RN Squad members made the final 
of every weight group (light, middle and 
heavyweight - black and coloured belts). 

That said, the Army wasn’t here to make up 
the numbers; it turned up with a full squad of 
very impressive Gurkhas complete with kukri! 

You can stuff your squad with Gurkhas* but 
it doesn’t always pay dividends; the RN/RM 
triumphed in five of the seven finals. 

For the dan grades, LOM Yarnall pulled off a 
first in four years beating former Royal turned 
soldier Pte Dave Tang in an excellent display of 
martial arts for the spectators. 

OMWayne Nelson in the lightweight division 
put on an amazing fight against a seasoned and 
experienced Gurkha to win gold in what was 
one of the best fights of the day. 


MA Chan just lost out to her Army opponent 
to take silver in her contest. 

For the kup grades, OM Joe Whvley was 
outstanding, winning outright and dominating 
his fights up to the final. 

Unfortunately he damaged his foot SO badly 
that he had to forfeit the final to the Army. 

Newcomer to the squad OM Martin Kelly 
knocked out his Gurkha opponent in the 
lightweight final with a devastating turning kick 
to the face and took gold. 

With these results in the bag the RN found 
out that they were the dan and kup grades 
champions of 2006. 

A clean sweep of the 2006 WTF Taekwondo 
Inter-Services was the prize for the dedication 
and support by all ranks of the RN Squad, 

On a personal note the whole squad 
was saddened to hear that this was the last 
competition that LOM Yarnall would attend; 
he’s fallen in love, getting married* about to 
become a dad and leaving the Senior Service, 

In recognition of Rob’s continued 
commitment and dedication to the squad 
he was awarded a commendation from the 
RMRNMAA lor all his efforts and support 
over the last few successful years; he has helped 
us take the Inter-Services title on no fewer than 
five occasions. 

If you fancy filling his void or joining the 
squad contact C/Sgt Curtin on 93780 4323. 


MORE than 40 RN rugby 

union referees converged on 
HMS Temeraire to prepare 
themselves for the 2006-07 
season. 

The theme of the day in 
Portsmouth was refereeing 
under pressure, and the 
officials were helped by a 
National Panel ref, an RFU 
sports psychologist an elite 
touch judge and a National 
League coach. 

Pretty much every ref not on 
current deployment attended* 
allowing the presentation of last 
season’s awards. 

CPO Gaz Fairbatrn (Astute 
project) was referee of the 
season and Lt Cdr Graham 
Holmes (MWC) was newcomer 
of the year. Combined Services 
Colours were presented to CPO 
Stu Clarke (Raleigh) and Cdr 
Stewart Kilby (Heron). 

More details on officiating 
in the sport are available from 
CPO Paul Barton on 0117 913 
6553. 


• Mat finish... The victorious RNRM Taekwondo squad poses after victory at the Inter-Services 


This lot taek 
some beating 
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JUST a day after arriving in Singapore, LI 
Becky ‘Bex 5 Frater found herself in full goal- 
keeping kit as she captained a Combined 
Services ladies hockey team on a tour of 
the Far East/New Zealand. 

The qualified helicopter instructor based 
at RAF Shawbury has recently jumped ship 
from the Army Air Corps to join the Senior 
Service. 

One constant in her Service career has 
been her adeptness on the hockey pitch 


and she was picked to lead the first over¬ 
seas CS hockey tour. 

It began in sticky conditions in Singapore, 
where the native national side came out all 
guns blazing. 

Lt Frater was forced to pull off a string of 
saves (as pictured above), while her team¬ 
mates put four go'dls past the Singaporeans 
in a 4-0 victory which was closer than the 
scoreline suggests. 

From the former colony, the team flew 


on to New Zealand for a series of matches 
against regional sides, most featuring full 
NZ internationals. 

Auckland proved the sternest test, sub¬ 
jecting the Forces team to a 14-0 demoli¬ 
tion. 

Christchurch and Wellington barely 
proved any weaker and as a result the Brits 
lost all their matches. 

On the plus side for the RN, Lt Frater was 
named runner-up player of the tour. 


RNRL's mixed 
fortunes 

vL Continued from back page 

match with arguably the try of 
the series. From the RAF ltick off 
"Bunny" took the ball on his own 
25m line and crashed through 
the RAF cover to leave himself a 
sprint to the line, Chris Findley 
was successful with another 
conversion to win the match 26-4 
and complete a great campaign 
for the Navy, whose skipper Ian 
Sampson received the trophy 
from NAAFI chairman Tony 
Hales. 

The Senior side seemed set for 
triumph in the Babcock Trophy 
competition following a bruising 
physical encounter against the 
Army which saw the Brothers 
score three tries to the Army’s 
two with Scott Partis being on 
target with three goals. 

Kieran Cagney took advantage 
of an error by Lhe Army to open 
the scoring after following up a 
great grubber kick from Partis. 

The Army soon responded 
with a well-taken try by Ben Seru 
who reacted first to a cross-field 
kick from Slade-Jones. 

Half time saw the Army ahead 
courtesy of a neat drop goal by 
Sean Fanning which set up the 
match for a thrilling second half. 

The RN’s tactics of getting 
numbers out wide to beat the 
Army 3 heavy defence paid off 
twice in the half as first Jim 
Barnes went over, then out on the 
left wing Selia B on a mas i marked 
his debut with a try after latching 
on to a great pass from Partis 
who converted the try himself, 
18-7 with ten minutes left. 

The 200 or so RN fans who 
had made the journey to the 
capital roared on their team as 
the Army threatened to steal the 
game at the death, but despite a 
converted try by Paul Riley the 
RN hung on to win 18-13, 

This result completes a 
remarkable hat trick of victories 
over the Army in the Babcock 
trophy and ensures the Jack 
Harrison Trophy, awarded at this 
match every year, remains in the 
RNRL trophy cabinet. 

The RAF however spoilt the 
party as they proved to be the 
Navy’s nemesis for the second 
year in a row. 

The game started brightly 
for the RAF; they had a try 
disallowed in the first ten 
minutes. 

The home side fought their 
way back into the match and 
were rewarded with a great try 
for Dave Roberts on the left wing 
following some good build up 
play. 

The RAF eased ahead with a 
converted try which left the game 
evenly poised at half time. The 
second half began well for the 
RN with a couple of chances but 
frustratingly no further points 
were added. 

The next ten minutes won 
the match for the RAF. With the 
Navy down to 12 men, two tries 
and a conversion gave the airmen 
what proved to be an unassailable 
lead on the night. 

Back at full strength however 
the Brothers responded in true 
fashion with Dane Small bone 
scoring on his debut for the 
senior side with a try after 
fielding a pin-point kick from 
Partis. 

Despite more pressure in the 
closing SLages the scores would 
not come and tire RAF came out 
on top to retain the * Dog Watch 
Trophy 3 for the second year 
running. 

Despite the defeat, the RN 
coaches praised their team for 
their efforts especially with 
several players carrying knocks 
from the previous week’s epic 
victory over the Army. 

From south paw 
to south pork 

BOXERS donning Navy colours 
this season will notice a new 
name on their vests. 

The RN Boxing Association 
has signed a sponsorship deal 
with one of the UK’s leading 
meat trading companies. 

The deal with Angliss means 
fresh kit for RN and RM fighters 
in the ring and in training. 


PORTSMOUTH’S Victory 
Stadium was the setting 
as the Royal Marines tri¬ 
umphed in this year’s 
Senior Inter-Command 
Championships. 

This was the first competi¬ 
tion run since the RNFA took 
the decision to amalgamate Fleet 
personnel into their geographical 
areas and bring in the RN U21 
development squad to make up 
the sixth team. 

The Royal Marines, Plymouth 
and the U21s met in league one, 
with Portsmouth, Naval Air and 
Scotland forming the second 
league. 

A mixed bag of results ensued 
which would have defied the most 
hardened of tipsters to predict. 

The Royals won their league, 
with Scotland narrowly taking the 
honours over Portsmouth on goal 
difference in the second league. 

The final thus brought together 
the two most successful Com¬ 
mands of this millennium; the last 
time they met in 2004, Scotland 
were victors by three goals to two. 

With both teams having a 
mix Lure of Command and Navy 
standard-players it was eagerly an¬ 
ticipated that this final would be as 
keenly contested. 

Unfortunately, it was not to 
be; both teams cancelled each 
other out in the middle of the park 
with only the Scotland goalkeeper 
LOM John Thompson being test¬ 
ed in die first half. 


With both sides feeling the toll 
of three competitive matches in as 
many days, gaps began to appear 
and in the 64th minute Musn Jas¬ 
on O’Brien headed home the Ma¬ 
rines 3 first goal from a free kick. 
The Royals continued to press and 
O’Brien got his second goal of the 
match in the 74th minute to wrap 
it up for the Royals. For his two 
goals and steady play throughout 
O’Brien was awarded the Man of 
the Match trophy. 

Portsmouth also hosted the 
second RN U21 tournament 
but only three teams entered: 
Collingwood, Sultan and Raleigh. 

The tournament attracted 45 
prospective U21 and U1S players 
and was played on a "h ound robin” 
basis. 

Collingwood and Sultan opened 
the contest with the Fa reham es¬ 
tablishment taking the honours 
2-1 even diough they were out¬ 
played for good proportions of 
the match; Sultan were unable to 
capitalise. 

The second match saw Sul¬ 
tan take on Raleigh and with the 
disappointment of the previous 
match still fresh in their minds, 
Sultan put in a positive perform¬ 
ance, demolishing Raleigh 7-1. 

Collingwood only needed to 
draw with Raleigh in the final 
match to take the trophy but good 


fortune was not to be on their side, 
Raleigh put in a spirited perform¬ 
ance to win 5-1, handing the hon¬ 
ours to Sultan on goal difference. 

The aim of the U21 Inter Com¬ 
mand Championships is for the 
RNFA development squad staff to 
see as many new faces as possible 
with a view to spotting talent for 
both U18 and U21 teams. To that 
end the weekend was highly suc¬ 
cessful. 

And finally... congratulations 
to Gordon jago, who was at 
Buckingham Palace last month 
to receive his ORE. Gordon was 
QPR Manager (in the days of 
Rodney Alarsh) and in 1980 set 
up that Dallas Cup, for which he 
is now Tournament Director. 

The RN Youth Squad has been 
to Dallas each summer for die 
last 26 years and Gordon has 
done much to help RN footballers 
throughout that time. 

RNFA Supporters Club 

The supporters club was set up to 
allow people to support football 
within the Service, and at the 
same time have a chance to get 
something back, whether it be 
the chance of a cash prize, free 
tickets or just the opportunity to 
buy tickets for fixtures that would 
otherwise be difficult and/or 


expensive to get hold off 

In die first two years of its 
existence it has donated nearly 
£800 to Service football, presented 
£6,000 in prize money, sent people 
to the Millennium Stadium and 
given members the chance to buy 
tickets for fixtures at the very top 
of the sporting ladder’, including 
the recent World Cup. 

Alembers range from sailors 
and marines who actively play the 
game through to the more seden¬ 
tary supporter, but it also embrac¬ 
es MOD civilians working with the 
RN, retired servicemen and wom¬ 
en, and even one or two members 
of the other Services. 

Membership stands at 80 but 
the club would like to double this 
by the end of the season, allow¬ 
ing more money to be ploughed 
back into RN football, bigger prize 
money and more opportunities to 
enjoy top-level football occasions 
in person. 

With Pompcy making such a 
great start in the Premiership, 
members can enjoy the prospect 
of watching another season of 
world-class club football from rhe 
Fratton Park stands at subsidised 
prices through the exclusive use 
of die Supporters’ Club’s season 
tickets. 

Details from the RNFA website 
or die RNFA office 9380 22671 + 


Depletion and 
disappointment 


THERE were disappointing 
results for both male and female 
RN golfers at the the 2006 Inter 
Service Golf Championships 
played at Gullane. 

For rhe first time in a decade, 
both sexes finished in third place. 

The ladies were reasonably 
optimistic at die start of the 
event, with the same eight players 
performing from the previous 
year. 

Day one saw them pitched 
against the RAF, opponents who 
the RN ladies have found difficult 
to beat in recent years. 

The same proved die case this 
year with morning foursomes 
yielding but one point from diree 
and a worse situation in the 
afternoon with the RAF taking 
die series 6-2 for an overall win 
by 8-3. 

Foursomes winners were 
CPO(FT) Sue King (DNR) 
partnered by PQ(PT) Wendy 
Briggs (Drake) who triumphed 
handsomely 7&5, It should be 
noted that the other two matches 
went to the final green. 

There was a win in the singles 
from Briggs in the top match and 
halved matches from CPO(EW) 
Julie Kavanagh (POST) and OM 
Claire Jones (Ark Royal). 

Against the Army (the eventual 
winners) the Navy ladies fared 
better losing by just one point 
(5 -6).The morning foursomes 
produced two halved matches 
and a defeat with the points 
being secured by Jones/King and 
the partnership of CPO(AEA) 

Lee Tubbs (Yeovilton) and 
CPO(MET) Carole McMurtry 
(Gannet). Winners in the shared 
singles series were Briggs, Tubbs, 
McMurtry and King. 

The men suffered severely 
before a ball was struck. More 
than half the first-choice players 
were unavailable dianks to 
operational commitments and the 
team suffered consequently from 
a lack of strength in depth. 

The two defeats (both by five 
points to nine) represented the 
first occasion since 1996 that this 
has happened. 

Day one against the RAF saw 
the men down by 1 Vi-2 V A after 
the morning foursomes with a win 
from die pairing of BSgt Freddie 
Lomas and LPT Mike Setterfield 
(Heron) and a halved match from 
I NN Scott Gilbert (MDHU 
Ponsmouth)/CPO(MEA) Lee 
McCathie (Neptune). 

The 3 l A points in the singles 
were won by Lomas, Setterfield 
and Cdr IanYuifl (AFPAA) and 
a halved match by Lt Guv Norris 
(771 Sqn). 

The match against the Army 
die following day saw the same 
lunchtime situation gained this 
time by virtue of three halved 
matches from GilberEMcCathie, 
Lomas/Setterfield plus Norris 
partnered by debutant AEM 
Graeme Forster (Heron). Singles 
wins came courtesy of Norris, 

Yu ill and Sgt Ned Kelly (RMR 
London) with a halved match 
from Lomas. 

All in all it was a disappointing 
event with the ladies not quite 
achieving their potential and the 
men’s team probably performing 
as well as could have been 
expected in the circumstances. 


In search 
of umpire 


THE RN Cricket Club will be 
conducting a cricket umpires and 
scorers course on February 5-7 
next year at HAiS Temcraire. 

The course is designed for all 
potential officials and also for 
those already qualified wishing 
refresher training before their oral 
examination. 

Anyone interested should 
contact Capt Ray Ho Iyer RN 
(Chairman RNCU & SA) on 
0121 627 8370; ray.holyer@uhb. 
nhs.uk or Lt Cdr David Cooke 
(Secretary RNCC) on 9380 
23741 or rnso4@a,dii.mod.uk lbr 
further details. 

2006 DIN 02-045 gives 
guidance on training courses 
- proficiency, coaching and 
officiating. 


Royals avenge 
2004 defeat 


AvY 


Onside with Capt Paul Cunningham, RNFA 
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Aye, robot 
- the boats 
which don’t 
need sailors 




The data day 
the experts 
who turn 
this into 
war-winning 
tactics 


• Up Serviceman .., NA(MET) James Bufpett cuts back on the lip of a wave 


Picture: PO Bpb Sharpies, 829 NAS 


(Board)riders on the storm 


Spanish border. 

!t took a 34-hour car and 
ferry journey to reach the 
destination - two hours of which 
was devoured by a break in 
La Rochelle for rest and some 
surfing {naturellement - Ed}. 

After pitching camp at 
Lafatania, the riders headed for 
the Atlantic for some fine surfing 
conditions initially; they also 
dropped in on the QuikSilver 
Pro contest being staged in 


THE annual expedition 
by the RN and RM 
Board riders found 
itself lashed by Atlantic 
storms as the surfers 
headed to south-west 
France, 

Sixteen surfers headed for 
St Jean de Luz in the Pays 
Basque, a stone’s throw from 
both Biarritz and the French- 


Hossogoer. 

With three days of good 
riding behind them, the surfers 
found the waters becoming 
increasingly “hefty” {technical 
term - Ed) so they moved to 
the more sheltered waters of 
Hendaye nearby 

Even there, however, 
conditions became too fierce 
except forthe most experienced 
surfers - and they too soon 
gave up. 


Instead, the riders watched 
the Eocals mastering the waves, 
skilfully riding the huge surf - 
although even they broke about 
ten boards. 

Winds then picked up 
dramatically curtailing all 
activity in the water. 

As the storm reached its 
peak, the tents were battered by 
80kmh winds forcing the surfers 
out of their sleeping bags at 
5am to lash everything down. 

The storm forced the team 
to cut short the expedition by a 
day, but they returned to Blighty 


convinced the experience had 
been good for them. 

“It was a valuable training 
expedition,” said PO Bob 
Sharpies (829 NAS). “We surfed 
some classic waves. It was a 
tremendous experience for all 
of us." 

More details from www. 
royal navy royal marine sboard 
riders.co.uk 

Si Next month we’ll 
have a report from the RN 
Championships at Gwithian 
which were taking place as we 
rolled off the presses. 


At the sharp 
end - Kent 
keeps the 
terrorists 
in check 


Rollin’ thunder 
- into Africa 
with the 
Royal Marines 


The Golden 
Thread Part 
2 - the RN 
quashes the 
slave trade 


you lose some 


770028 167092 


THE 2006 Rugby League 

Inter-Services provided 
mixed fortunes for the RN 
with the Academy side 
triumphing for the first 
time, but the Seniors were 
thwarted for the second 
year running by the RAF. 

The Academy coaching team of 
Tony Newcombs and Paul Read 
were rightly delighted with the 
performance of their charges over 
the two matches as they notched 
up 54 points, conceding only ten 
in reply, writes WO Keith Humplehy, 
RNRL. 

The first round against the 
Army at Richmond RPC saw Lhe 
RN go behind after 30 minutes 
- against the run of play - to a 
converted try. 

This deficit only Easted five 
minutes or so before a slick move 
in the backs allowed Tyler Helm 
to break the line before slipping 
the ball out to Ba z Sloan who 


completed a great move. 

Debutant Chris Findley found 
the mark with a fantastic touch line 
conversion to level the scores at 
half time. 

The second half began where 
the first left off with the RN side 
growing in confidence proving 
their dominance with a further 
four tries and three conversions. 

The tries went to skipper Ian 
Sampson who had an outstanding 
game at scrum half, experienced 
hooker Danny Coffey who caused 
the Army defence problems all 
afternoon, Dane Smallbone and 
finally Tyler Helm who took 
advantage of a tired Army defence 
to crash through for the score. 
Findley’s three conversions saw 
the visitors home 28-6 with die 
Army not even able to get a con¬ 
solation score late on. 

On to Burnaby Road and a 
similar game against the RAF, 
die RN keeping the visitors at bay 
before opening up themselves in 
attack. 


The game was approaching half¬ 
time before the RN made the first 
significant breakthrough; skipper 
Sampson held the ball up from 
the scrum giving Danny Smith the 
perfect ball to fiat foot die defence 
to score the first RN try. 

With the conversion adding to 
a previous penalty Chris Findley 
put the RX ahead 8-2 at the break 
following a penalty to the RAF 

As in the previous week’s match 
the second half belonged to die 
Royal Navy, with the evening sun 
now in their eyes the RAF were 
pinned in their own half for long 
periods and a succession of tries 
kept the RN stretching away all 
the time. 

Danny Coffey scored tw r o typi¬ 
cal hooker's tries, one from a 
dose-range play of die ball and 
the other in support of substitute 
forward Marc Warren. 

Warren himself scored the next 
and the Navy’s final try of the 

H Continued on page 43 


ROYAL NAVY || RUGBY UNION 

THE MAIN NAVY 
SPORTING EVENT 
OF 2007 
WILL TAKE 
PLACE AT 
TWICKENHAM 
ON SATURDAY 
5 MAY 2007 
KICK OFF 1500 

WATCH THIS SPACE 
FOR DETAILS 
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‘No di vision did better 9 

The Royal Navy on the Somme 


SPRINGTIME IN 
FRANCE 


as firing steps; worst of all, they 
didn't use the latrines properly. 

The sailors were not amused. Not 
amused, that is until the waspish 
Li Alan Patrick Herbert put pen to 
paper. 


A TRIUMPHANT WELCOME 


A DATE WITH DESTINY 


The General inspecting the 
trenches 

exclaimed with a horrified 
shout, 

“3 refuse to command a 
Division 

Which leaves its excreta 
about." 


IT WAS stilt light in Marseilles when 
the steamer Ionian arrived in the 
great French port. 

As the spring sun disappeared 
over the horizon, there was the sound 
of kit bags being tossed on to the 
quay below. 

It went on like this till the small 
hours of the morning. 

Aboard the Ionian, “an old tub”, 
men kicked their heels. It would be 
nearly 24 hours before they disem¬ 
barked. 

The wait was worthwhile. The 
men formed up alongside the ship, 
then marched through the heart of 
Marseilles, “bandsmen blowing their 
heads off. 

The citizens of Marsci Iles eheered, 
waved their Hags as the Brits dressed 
in khaki filed through the streets 
towards the station. 

To every man of the Hood 
Battalion, 63 rd (Royal Naval) 
Division, the destination was obvi¬ 
ous: the sailor-soldiers were bound 
for the Western Front. 

It would be six months before 
these sailor-soldiers were committed 
in battle again, 

Tire generals chose to throw the 
division into the line in the gently 
undulating terrain of a river valley 
in Picardy which would bear the bat¬ 
tle's name; the Somme. 


But nobody took any notice 
No one was prepared to refute. 
That the presence of shit was 
congenial 

Compared with the presence 
of Shute, 


And certain responsible critics 
Made haste to reply to his 
words 

Observing that his Staff advis- 


Consisted entirely of turds. 


For shit may be shot at odd 
corners 

And paper supplied there to 
salt, 

But a shit would be shot with¬ 
out mourners 

If somebody shot that shit 
Shule. 


• Trie whole of the Ancre valley is a filthy quagmire*... The flooded, desolate terrain of the Ancre, November 1916 


Picture: Imperial War Museum, Q1567 


THE HUN’S LOSSES 


THE DUO ARE CALLED 


HANDYMEN TOflGfirONHNOiSEA 

("BRIGADE _S_ 2 *MlfiAn 


A LONG SHADOW 


FIGHT TO THE DEATH 


Struggles with the Army on a day-to¬ 
day basis w ere w earying. Contending 
with 'Fritz - was another matter 
entirely. 

The German Army was the 
’engine 1 of the war. As long as it 
stood in the field, the war could not 
be won. 

And in the autumn of 1916, it still 
stood in the field, but it had suffered 
a hideous mauling. 

By the beginning of September, 
more than 300,000 German soldiers 
were casualties of the Somme, killed 
or wounded. 

Coupled with even worse losses at 
Verdun, it was too much for Kaiser 
Wilhelm II. 

Lobbied to axe It is Chief of the 
General Staff, Erich von Falkeuhayn, 
Wilhelm acquiesced. In his place 
he put a duo: Hindenburg and 
Ludendortf. 

The grandly named Paul Ludwig 
Flans Anton von Beneekendorff und 
von Hindenburg was a man for whom 
the word 'gnitF was invented. 

He glowered in every photograph, 
his piercing eyes staring out beneath 
his short-cropped hair and above his 
mutton-chops. 

Hindenburg bad joined the then 
Prussian Army in the same year that 
the Kaiser had been born. 

He served his country solidly yet 
unspectacularly for more than 50 
years, retiring from active sendee 
in 1911. 

War called him back to the col¬ 
ours. In August 1914 he was ordered 
to save East Prussia from the Russian 
hordes sweeping westwards. 

He did so. And for it he became a 
national hero. 

It was a facade; Hindenburg was 
the figurehead, but the real power lay 
behind the ’throne’ with his deputy, 
Erich Ludendorif. 

Ludendorff was the archetypal 
Prussian general. The manacle, the 
Pickelhaube helmet, the bushy mous¬ 
tache, the constant scowl chiselled 
into his face. 

What the public did not see was 
LudendortFs irrational behaviour. 

□ Continued on page ii 


THE BLACKEST DAY 
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COUIlfdttHJr 
* HAWKE' 
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THE GLORIOUS’ SAILORS 


The Somme casts a long shadow- 
over Britain socially, politically and 
militarily. 

July I 1916 remains the blackest 
day in British military history. 

When the whistles blew at 7.30am 
that Saturday the ‘new Army’, the 
men who had answered the call 
to arms, who had responded to 
Kitchener’s finger beckoning them 
to sign up, the Pals, the under-age 
whose recruiting officers had turned 
a blind eye, climbed out of their 
trenches and began to walk steadily 
towards the German line. 

* J e try ’ wou I d o (Ter I i Ul e res i s tan ce. 
The eight-day British barrage had 
seen him off, eliminated the barbed 
w ire which blocked 'Tommy’s" way. 

But Jerry did offer resistance. By 
the day s end, nearly 60,000 British 
soldiers had fallen, a third of them 
killed. 

The public consciousness has 
been blinded by 'the first day of the 
Somme". Today, most people forget 
that the battle dragged on for over 
four more months. 

It began in hope on a splendid 
summer’s day; it ended in the mud, 
rain, sleet and despair of a bitter 
autumn. 

And it was during that bit¬ 
ter autumn that one of the most 
remarkable units in Britain's arsenal 
cemented its reputation, joining “the 
Glorious company of the seven or 
eight most famous in the British 
Army"' with its deeds in the last act 
of the Somme offensive: the Battle 
of the River Ancre. 
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• A call to arms... A recruiting 
poster for the Royal Naval 
Division 


The field kitchen became the 
galley; officers relaxed not in the 
mess but the wardroom; a night out 
remained a run ashore. 

“Many of the men - and some 
of the officers - requested leave 
to grow 1 ,” Winston Churchill later 
wrote, “and paraded creditable 
beards in the faces of a clean-chinned 
Army,” 

Major General Cameron Shute did 
not approve, 

lie took charge of the sailors at an 
inopportune moment. 

For two years the division had 
been led by the popular Archibald 
Paris, a Royal Marine, 

But now Paris was wounded; in 
his place came Cameron Shute, an 
officer, Churchill observed, with 
”exc ep l i ona I c red cntial s"\ 

Known as Tiger - and not for 
affectionate reasons - the 50-year- 
old general was irascible, demand¬ 
ing, and above all unen dear mg. 

He stamped his authority upon 
the RND almost immediately - or at 
least tried to. 

The sailors, Shute contended, were 
an ill-disciplined lot. They didn’t 
salute the correct way - with the 
palm facing outwards; they grew 
beards; they used ammunition eases 


Dcr Qherbefehlshaber 

v. Below 

General Jcr Infamefit. 


THE BLACK SHEEP 


DEFIANTLY NAVAL 


• An order of the day issued by General der Infanterie Fritz von 
Below t commanding German First Army on the Somme r in October 
1916. Like many German commanders, rie believed the Somme was 
a British defeat - but at a heavy cost 


AN UNPOPULAR GENERAL 


Amid the khaki of the ‘new Army’, 
the Royal Naval Division was a 
black sheep. 

It was a naval division. Defiantly 
naval. 

The battalions were named for 
Naval heroes: Hood, Nelson, 
Collingwood, Anson, Drake, Howe, 
Hawke. 

The White Ensign flew proudly 
over their camps, bells sounded the 
change of a watch, the men were not 
corporals and sergeants but leading 
seamen and petty officers. 

The banter, too, was distinctly 
naval. 


Britain mobilised for war with 
Germany in August 1914, the Royal 
Navy had too many sailors and too 
few ships. 

There were no sea drafts for more 
than 20,000 reservists. Called to 
arms, they were kicking their heels. 

The response of Winston Churchill, 
First Lord of the Admiralty, was to 
use the sailors as soldiers in two 
hastily-formed brigades, plus a bri¬ 
gade of Royal Marines. Thus was the 
Royal Naval Division bom. 

By the time the division arrived in 


Marseilles in May 1916, It had seen 
action at Antwerp in the autumn of 
1914 and suffered bloody losses. 

It suffered bloody losses loo in 
Gallipoli before the plug was pulled 
on tliat botched campaign: 16,000 of 
the 19,000 men in the division were 
casualties (mainly dysentery); 2,600 
were killed. 

And now the sailors were in 
France, no longer under Admiralty, 
but Army command with the British 
Expeditionary Force. 

Ordinary Seaman Joe Murray was 
a keen diarist and astute observer not 


The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division was 
among the more remarkable forces to 
fight for King and Country. 

Most of its men were sailors, 
not soldiers, yet they fought in the 
trenches, carried rifles and grenades, 
learned to fix bayonets, wore khaki 
not blue. 

It was born of a dilemma. As 
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■ Continued from page i 

He planned operations down to the 
minutest detail, yet overlooked the big 
picture. He worked tirelessly, rarely, if 
ever, took a day's leave, but was prone 
to fits of rage and, in particularly dark 
hours, to utter mental collapse. 

The duo's appointment was wel¬ 
comed by German public and by the 
soldiers in the field. But after two 
years on the Eastern Front, the gener¬ 
als had little icfea of conditions in the 
West. 

At the headquarters of Crown 
Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria, the sen¬ 
ior German commander in the Somme 
sector, was delighted with the change 
of command. “At long last!" he scrib¬ 
bled in his diary. 

Rupprecht was among the more 
able German leaders, assisted by 
his highly-capable chief-of- staff. 

General feutnant Hermann von KuhL 

Kuhl painted a bleak picture: divi¬ 
sions were being worn out at the rate 
of one per day; they could spend no 
longer than a fortnight in the front 
line, and after a brief period of rest be 
pushed back into the Somme mincing 
machine a second, perhaps even a 
third lime. 

Yet there could be no withdrawal. 

To pull back from the Somme would 
be a fillip to the Allies' morale and a 
bodyblow to Germany's. 

“Die Sehlaeht muss also durch- 
gekampft werden," Kuhl concluded 
bluntly. 

And so we must fight our uw 
through this battle. 

"And we will light our way through 
this ba \ t le sue ec ss fu SI y. ” 

The duo listened intently. 

"I began to realise what a task the 
(add marshal and I had undertaken," 

Ludendorff observed with typical 
understatement* 


• Dead German sddiers and horse 


blind our eyes to the diffieulties," he 
recorded in his diary. 

“Nothing is so costly as a failure! 
But I am ready to run reasonable 
risks," 

Douglas Haig hud made up his 
mind. The attack wotld begin before 
dawn on the morrow, Monday 
November 13 1916, 


FINAL HOURS 


DEEPEST FEARS 


• The ruins of the railway station at Beaumont Hamel which was seized by the Royal Naval 
Division during the November battie 

Even before the battle battalions 
which should have been 700 men 
strong now mustered fewer than 500 
sailors. 

Those left were tired, weary. But, 

Douglas JerroId observed, they were 
also determined. 

They were determined to prove 
Shiite wrong. They were determined 
to prove the Army wrong. They were 
sailors. They were determined to 
live up to the White Ensign's proud 
tradition* 


{■ In Mcsriil, the men of the Mood 
Battalion received their rations to 
sustain them during the attack; a Lin 
l of jam each, a jar of piccalilli apiece 
: and two sacks of phosphorous 
bombs to share between them - the 
latter to destroy German bunkers. 

The "Steadies' marched up to 
their jump-off trench in a mood of 
grim determination, 
l “We were boys once* but not any 
V more; we are now much older and 
\ w iser and much worn, yet anxious 
.1: to finish the job,” 
i AB Thomas Macmillan vis- 
I bed his old company, waiting in 
M a run-down farm on tire edge of 
\ Englebelmer for the order to move 
\ up to the front line, 

J The men chatted, readied them- 
selves for the coming trials, sang 
} unprintable ditties. 

V “Suddenly someone began the 

V stirring song the ship’s hands 
' played as we left for Gallipoli: 

When Britain first at Heavens 
Command M ac m i I la n rcca I led. 

“As if by magic all stood to atten¬ 
tion and raising tlielr right arms high 
as if in defiance of all comers* they 
sang the first verse and chorus." 

As night fell, the incessant bark of 
the British artillery ceased* 

"Every gun fell silent at once,” Pie 
Brown remembered* 

"After four whole days and nights 
of that racket, the silence was uncan¬ 
ny, almost unbearable.” 

CPC) Richard Tobin of the Hoods 
found the waiting interminable. 

44 We stood tire re Lin dead silence. 
You couldn’t make a noise,” he 
remembered, 

"The fellow next ilo you felt like 
your best friend - you loved him, 
although you probably didn’t know 
him a day before," 

The minutes passed* 

“They were both ilhe longest and 
shortest hours of my I.ilt\ An infantry¬ 
man in the front line f feels the coldest, 
deepest fear,” Tobin recalled, 

Joe Murray lay down in a rut link¬ 
ing two waterlogged jshell craters. He 
rested his head on a sjack of phospho¬ 
rous bombs. 

"Looking at the desolation around 
me with bcwildermcrnt* I enjoy each 
breath of polluted a nr,” he recorded 
in his diary, 

"Each and every hour is the same, 
“There arc so mamy things I want 
to do. I want to eradicate the hard¬ 
ships of yesterday, tine slaughter anti 
the sorrow I must endure during the 
imminent holocaust*" 

Fate had taken ovter now* All the 
sailors could do was wait, hope and 
pray. 


Hans Geuer. a 23-year-old German soldier n 
Cologne* recorded his impressions of the Somme 
dreadful autumn 

Hdi reared^ M it kad never date 

TUminy evetythiny yrey In a rnytny fatrrtyfiM. 

' Bhud-rU flwax ]W a tkm-wual b&rrds, 

A shrill cry tmmt&ed: Ok, ifafdy ^ btm for*. 

' Then the niakt autse. A final W-to-W katiU kayeS 


“May l be spared that at least*” 

He would not. The "English' were 
not finished on the Somme, 

For a month German intelligence 
had monitored the enemy build-up: 
batteries were being moved into posi¬ 
tion, three or four fresh divisions 
had been identified, artillery fire was 
smashing defensive positions and 
ruining the German trenches, 

"The word is that Douglas Haig is 
looking to capture mcw£ strotigpoints*” 
Crown Prince Rupprecht observed. 
The word was right. 


politics. In fact* it had 
almost everything to do ! | 
with politics. 

The battles on the j 
Somme were prov- ' 
ing too costly for War l 
Minister David Lloyd 
George, He was look- ) 
ing elsewhere for vic¬ 
tory, perhaps in the 
Balkans, 

Allied leaders would j 
meet a few days 1 hence l 
at French headquar- ! 
ters in Chantilly north j 
of Paris to debate strut- ( 
egy for the 12 months 
to come, r 

Britain’s standing ) 
would be much higher 
with her Allies if her ,■ 
men were standing in f 
Beaueourt with 3,000 i 
German prisoners to 1 
show for their efforts. 

And so it was that the 
idea of a “good and "cheap’ success" 
was dreamed up by Haig's staff. Their 
master concurred. 


ON THE SOMME 


A GOD-FORSAKEN LAND 


AN ENDLESS MORASS 


Their months of training over* the men 
of the Royal Naval Division arrived 
on the Somme at the beginning of 
October 1916* 

They took an instant dislike to the 
land. 

The Somme, observed Lt Douglas 
Jerrold, the 23-year-old adjutant 
of Hawke Battalion, was “a God¬ 
forsaken battle field". 

Jerrold was an erudite chap; post¬ 
war he would write the division's his¬ 
tory and make his name as an author 
and publisher. 

For now he was a valued staff 
officer and a keen observer of life in 
the Royal Naval Division. 

“Aji atmosphere of over-elaborated 
brusque inefficiency pervaded the hin¬ 
terland of slaughter,” he complained, 
“Too many men, too many officers, 
far too many generals and a thousand 
times too many jacks-in-office - and 
endless seas of mud*” 

Machine-gunner Joe Murray 
agreed: “It’s useless trying to pul a 
name to this or any other place - they 
all look alike." 

Farmhouses* hamlets, villages, all 
had been reduced to rubble, 

‘All that way of life has gone," 
Murray lamented, Tn its place are 
huge heaps of broken bricks and cess¬ 
pools, the result of thousands of shell 
bursts." 

A good mile or so behind the front, 
clerk AB Thomas Macmillan was bil¬ 
leted with the brigade stall’ in the vil¬ 
lage of Englebelmer. 

Headquarters had been established 
in a partially shot-up French cottage. 

The rain dripped through the roof 
and formed puddles on the stone floor. 
The autumn wind whistled through 
the building, A few hundred yards 
away a 16in howitzer thundered away* 
hurling a storm of steel against the 
German lines. 

“Each time the gun fired, the doors 
of our miserable dwelling Hew open 
and loose tiles clattered on to the 
floor," Macmillan recalled. 

The rain fell incessantly. The Anere 
valley was swamp-like at the best of 
limes. In the autumn of 1916 it turned 
Into a hideous morass* Trenches col¬ 
lapsed, Morale dipped. 

"This atrocious weather is getting 
the better of our nerv es*” a frustrated 
Murray noted in his diary. 

"In some strange way, Fritz relieves 
the monotony when his artillery opens 
up with a really deafening roar, 

"Alive or dead, there is no peace 
here,” 

He mused: "Maybe some day we 
will all come to our senses, but these 
days will never be forgotten, however 
long we five." 

The rain, the constant digging of 
new positions from which to launch 
the attack, the blunt new commander, 
all contributed to a worrying slump in 
the division’s morale, 

“The burden was nearly as great as 
many could bear," wrote Jerrold. 


Frfim afirr in the splintered frrtxt of PU^-Vaatt. 

And then it taf fdd: Uttdtr the edd, slunumnny dors 
Only a sporadic fainfid wfdttwer. 

7 fare death antus! / We often seen kirn 
jlwdUny hit senuoyty leys in a wild dance. 

/ hint raye like the cu&tediajvs tieil, 

Dancdiy in bim>d t a drunken butcher. 

' And today? It is so fdeij. set oddly filed 
He has lowered his scythe dwsst to they round. 

' He sits down And with pale hands 
He loosens the belt around his boney hack. 

His kdlow eyes, in which nwenllykt appears. 


HUNS LOSE HOPE 


A DOGGED LEADER 


ATTACK EXPECTED 


ANEW OFFENSIVE 


A few hundred yards away in the what 
was left of the village of Bcaucourl- 
sur-Anere, the men of 55 Reserve 
Infimterie Regiment wailed for the 
English to come. Always English 
Englander - never Britischer. 

For ten weeks the German reserv¬ 
ists had been in line - nearly twice as 
long as their Commander-in-Chicf had 
recommended. 

This was their second time on the 
Somme; they had been here on the 
first day of the battle and they had 
accounted for 2,000 British soldiers 
on July 1 alone near the village of 
Gommecourt, four miles to the north 
of Beaueourt. 

The landser - the German equiva¬ 
lent of'Tommy' - of November 1916 
was not the same as the landser of 
July 1916. 

As many as one in three German 
soldiers suffered from dysentery. 
Their nerves were frayed. They no 
longer expected to be relieved* This 
was a battle without end. 

"Peaceful and rational men 
became irrational," Friedrich 'Fritz' 
Wiedemann* a regimental adjutant 
observed. 

"Daily they saw comrades dying 
to the left and right of them, they 
stumbled over the bodies in the fight¬ 
ing and counted on the fingers of 
two hands how many days would be 
needed until the last man in the com¬ 
pany would be devoured by the battle 
and death," 

Landser Max Pechstein wrote a few 
lines home to his wife Alex, 

"We will soon have these days on 
the Somme behind us* thank God, 

"1 miss so many things* and you 
are perfectly right: grit, our teeth and 
keep hoping*” 

Others had already lost hope* They 
shunned life itself, shut themselves off 
from the world. 

“We are slowly beginning to believe 
here that a person doesn’t matter at 
all,” one soldier wrote, 

A simple wooden cross marked the 
place where the Gefalien lay. Soon it 
would be shot away* “No-one will 
recognise this place where the 
good rest*” the soldier con- n 

tinned. M 

“Death is not the most 
aw lid thing* No, the jBBBWBj 
worst thing is a serious SfflF A 
wound which prevents (f 
you reaching safety so * _ 
you die a miserable 
death as hundreds 
have suffered since the 
beginning of September* 


ONE LAST PUSH 


Nine decades after the Somme* 
Douglas Haig remains a deeply 
controversial figure* 

In a war where the generals were 
donkeys’, "butchers and bunglers’* in 
the eyes of his critics Douglas Haig 
was the chief donkey* the most blood¬ 
thirsty butcher. 

It is, of course, far too simplistic 
a view. 

Like all his contemporaries. Allied 
and German, Haig found himself con¬ 
fronted with a war which he had not 
anticipated. 

The warriors of 1914 had expected 
a war of movement. They got one 
- initially - until the front solidified 
that autumn. 

Haig's first attempt to break through 
had been repulsed on July I. 

But there were many more black 
days through the summer and autumn 
of 1916 on the Somme. 

Tlie British soldier died at the rate 
of nearly 9DO a day - the total* by the 
beginning of November, was around 
400,000 casualties; three in every ten 
w ere killed. 

As in 2006, so in 3 916* The media 
of the day were obsessed - w ith some 
justification - by the casualty lists 
issued by the War Office. 

If Britain's casualty list was bleak, 
Douglas Haig consoled himself that 
Germany’s was quite clearly bleaker. 

At his desk, he played with raw 
statistics. 

More than 1, 150 German battalions 
had been rotated through the mincing 
machine on the Somme since July 1. 

One in six German soldiers had 
been killed: one in four had been 
wounded. 

In Haig’s analytical mind, that sure¬ 
ly meant more than 600*000 enemy 
casualties on the Somme. 

There was still time this winter to 
add to Germany's woes w ith one last 
push on the Somme. It would come in 
the valley of the River Anere. 


had trotted out in the rain waiting for 
the order to move up to the trenches. 
Each day the weather had scotched 
any hope of an attack. The sailors 
returned to their billets, soaked to 
the bone. 

It was still raining when Cameron 
Shutc Inspected the men of the Hood 
Battalion* the 'Steadies’. 

The rating not impressed by the 
Army man’s "blah blah blah" - 
"We've heard it all before" - recorded 
in his diary. 

Shute pulled no punches* 

"Very soon you will be called upon 
to wrest from the enemy one of his 
strongest points on the Western Front. 

"Many previous attempts have 
failed* but 1 have every confidence 
in you." 

The rub, however, came at the end 
of the general’s address. 

“I must warn you, however, that the 
more prisoners you take the less food 
you will get as they must be fed from 
your rations,” 


READY FOR BATTLE 


BLAH BLAH BLAH 


The Royal Naval Division was given 
the task of smashing its way along the 
left bank of the Anere, eight battalions 
in two waves advancing along a front 
just 1,200 yards long over rolling ter¬ 
rain to seize what was left of the vil¬ 
lage of Beaucourt-sur-Ancre on high 
ground a little over Vh miles to the 
north-east of the British lines. 

The plan was meticulous* methodi¬ 
cal. 

Lines were drawn on a map to a 
specific timetable. 

The first major objective, the 
'Green Line’, a trench on an escarp¬ 
ment overlooking the battlefield, a Tier 
40 minutes, then further up the hill 
to the second major objective* the 4 6 
Line'* just in front of Beaueourt, a 
couple of hours into the assault and, 
finally, the 'Red Line’, just beyond the 
village by the third hour. 

The final days before the assault 
were spent milling around the deserted 
villages behind the front, 

Mesnil was a miserable place. A 
cold village. Not really a village* just 
the ruins of one, "There was nowhere 
to sleep, nowhere to sit, nowhere to 
look and nowhere to walk*” wrote 
Jerrold. 

Englebelmer was slightly better; 
the men at least had a roof over their 
heads in the houses. 

The guns began spewing fire and 
steel late on Wednesday November 8, 
They would not cease until alter dark 
on the twelfth, a Sunday. 

"The din was so terrific and the 
air vibrations burst your eardrums,” 
recalled Pic William Brown ^ 
of the Royal Marines * A 
Light Infantry. bbL 3 

“If you touched the 
wall of a house or any- 
thing solid it fell like a 
m i I d e Eeetric shock." ^ 


Also visiting his men in those mid- 
Nov e mber d ays wa s G e n era IS t r H u b ert 
'Thruster' Gough, Commanding 
Officer Fifth Army. 

Gough's rise had been meteoric 
even by wartime standards, due argu¬ 
ably less to his ability than Ins friend¬ 
ship with Haig* 

At 46, Gough was younger than 
most of his fellow generals; he pos¬ 
sessed more dash, if not necessarily 
more intelligence. An ambitious man* 
he was eager for a victory on the 
Somme to enhance his reputation. 

But would the attack succeed? 
Hubert Gough was hopeful but no 
more. The incessant waiting for good 
weather was wearing down his men. 
It was now or not Ibr another month 
- with different units entirely, he told 
his Commander-in-Chief. The pros¬ 
pects were “quite good”* 

After a tour of his divi- 
lllK*U sions, Hubert Gough 


Lt Co3 Bernard Frejyberg wandered 
ill) and down the lime* encouraging 
Ins men. 

In a remarkable; division, 
Bernard Frey berg wass a remark- ^ 
able man. j 

Born in Surrey* h m was taken 9 
at the age of two to New 
Zealand when his patrents M M 
emigrated* ^1 

There he qualified! as vBLjS 
a dentist, but he allso 
volunteered as an ofilic- 
er in the dominiorn's 
Territorial Army* 

Seeking adventurce when 


The attack on the Anere had 
little to do with nudging the 
k front line forward. 

It had little to do with 
the villages of Beaumont 
Hamel and Beaueourt- 
sur-Anere. 

t ^ It had little to do with 
the German strongpoinis 
| which looked down upon 
the rolling valley* 

It had a lot to do with 


Each day Joe Murray 
and his Hood comrades 
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the men of 144 Reserve Infantene 
Regiment from Lorraine - the region 
annexed by the Second Reich from 
France after her defeat at the hands of 
Prussia in 1870-71 - passed through 
the village of Miraumont bound for 
the front line at Beaueourt. 

"'The dead were lying in heaps, hav ¬ 
ing been caught by the barrage,” the 
regimental history recorded, "Other 
objects had just been left littered about 
-postal sacks stuffed with letters and 
parcels, bits of equipment and boxes 
of ammunition and rations, 

“It was difficult to see anything 
which resembled a trench.” 


THE SECOND DAY 


THE TANKS COMETH 


THE BATTLE WON 


One hour before dawn on Tuesday 
November 14 1916, three tanks rolled 
slowly towards the lines of the Royal 
Naval Division, Sporadic German 
shell lire knocked out one of these 
steel beasts. But dense Somme mist 
shrouded the other two tanks. 

Ll Allan Campbell RNVR strode 
out into the dark, climbed on to the 
leading armoured vehicle and began 
directing it towards the German 
strongpoint which had demanded such 
a toll in blood 24 hours before, 

The tanks struggled through the 
An ere mud. One got no further than 
no-man’s land; a second became 
bogged down half-way through the 
German lines. 

But these tanks were far from being 
lame ducks; they turned their 61b guns 
on the German redoubt. 

The white Hag quickly appeared 
over the stronghold, but its garrison 
did not emerge. 

Enraged, the tank crews climbed 
out of their land ships and advanced 
towards the bunker brandishing 
Hotchkiss machine-guns,,, at which 
point 400 iandsers, a mish-mash of 
men from live divisions, and two 
o til eel's climbed out of their trench 
and surrendered. 


s on the Somme 


war broke out he headed for the moth¬ 
er country - later propaganda suggest¬ 
ed he returned to Britain via Mexico, 
where he I ought alongside Poncho 
Villa - and persuaded Churchill to 
secure him a commission in the newly- 
formed Royal Naval Division. 

ChurchillY faith was well placed, 
Frey berg fought with distinction in 
Gallipoli and now, in the autumn of 
1916, he was in charge of the Hood 
Battalion, 

"The men all seemed asleep," 
Freyberg recalled. "Closer inspection 
showed them awake, lying there with 
their heads on their arms, peering out 
into the night." 

The odd man spoke, most, Freyberg 
noted, “seemed to be in another 
world". 

The colonel spied Joe Murray, rec¬ 
ognising him from Gallipoli, 

"Yon, too, are still with us. “So 
pleased to see you. Make yourself 
as comfortable as you can and good 
luck." 

Frey berg’s ‘tour’ continued. 

“Hello Tobin, how arc you?" he 
buttonholed the sergeant major. 

“All right, sir,” 

“We’ll gel a VC today,” 


• Band of brothers,.. The band of the Hood Battalion in early 1917. Seated in the centre is Bernard Freyberg VC; on his right is Arthur Asquith, 
son of the former Prime Minister Herbert 

Picture : Gapt Christopher Page, tJaval Historical Branch 

Be mard Freyberg w as a II for d i v i d- 
ing his force, attacking with one half 
and leaving the other behind to defend 
the battalion’s gains so far. 

But the rain of steel remained fixed. 
The creeping barrage no longer crept 
forward. 

At his headquarters, Cameron Shute 
pored over the information coming 
back from the front. 

What news there was was hard¬ 
ly encouraging. Nelson and Hawke 
wiped out. Anson and Howe mauled, 
so too 1st and 2nd Royal Marines 
Light Infantry. 

The division had battered its way 
to the Hrst objective, but apart from 
Frey berg’s makeshift force, had gone 
little further. The German strongpoint 
which had scythed the sailors in their 
hundreds remained unsubdued, 

Shute ordered the guns to concen¬ 
trate on the redoubt. For ten minutes 
the guns turned their attention to that 
stubborn, concealed German position. 
Around 12,30pm, the remnants of six 
battalions bludgeoned their way for¬ 
ward - and were bloodily repulsed. 

There was nothing left to do. Shute 
decided only armour could save the 
day and called for six tanks to knock 
out the thorn in his division’s side. 
These new; lumbering giants of’ war 
were a good distance behind the front 
line. They could not be committed 
before dawn on the fourteenth. 

And so the men of the Royal Naval 
Division dug in amid the mud of the 
Anerc valley and defended themselves 
through the afternoon and evening. 
They waited Ibr relief and reinforce¬ 
ment. 


hideously-cratered no-man Y land. 

"She! I s w ere am ongst us a n d be h i n d; 
some from the enemy, and some of our 
falling short,” he recalled. 

Amid the maelstrom, a few- yards 
in front of his men, stood Arthur Han, 
waving his arms furiously, urging his 
men on. If he shouted encouragement, 
no man heard him for it was lost in 
the tumuli, 

Richard Tobin left his trench and 
found his fear and terror had vanished 
instantly. 

“You don't look, you see. You don't 
listen, you hear. Your nose is filled 
with fumes and death and you taste the 
top of your mouth," he recalled, 

“You are one with your weapon, 
the veneer of civilisation has dropped 
away and you see just a line of men 
and a blur of shells ’’ 

The Hoods fell upon the first 
German trench “battered almost 
beyond recognition”, Joe Murray 
observed, 

flic re were no Germans here. They 
were either dead or had fallen back. 
The Hoods pressed on. The second 
German line was slightly more recog¬ 
nisable as a trench, but still "bashed 
about”. 

Murray found an enemy dug-out, 
hurled in a phosphorous bomb, fol¬ 
lowed by a couple of Mills bombs 
the original pineapple-shaped hand- 
grenade - for good measure to make 
sure Jerry was dead, 

“Then came the mist of dawn ~ a 
November dawn," Richard Tobin 
remembered. 

“A burst o I’ she 11 s gave a dirty ora n ge 
colour and left horrible fumes," 

The smoke, the noise, the chaos of 
battle was too much for some men. As 
German soldiers emerged from dug- 
outs they were bayoneted by some of 
S/Lt John Bent ham's company. 

“It was not that they were that way 
inclined, but that they had lost all 
semblance to a civilised being. The 
inferno was enough to send any sane 
man absolutely berserk,” Bentham 
reasoned. 

Prisoners not bayoneted fared no 
better. They were sent to the rear 
where many were shot by the men of 
Drake battalion coming up to bolster 
the attack. 


battalions reached the third German 
line, Hawke “no longer existed”, its 
war diary tersely recorded, while the 
third and fourth waves of Nelson men 
“ceased to exist as a lighting force’’. 
Among the casualties was Douglas 
Jerrold. 

Hawke's adjutant moved out to set 
up a forward reporting centre behind 
the advancing lighting men. 

In one hand he clutched a revolver, 
in the other the battalion’s orders, 
although there was little battalion left 
to give orders too. 

As he struggled across no-man's 
land, he reeled back. His left arm had 
been shot away. 

“I found my arm hanging some¬ 
where around my back,” he wrote 
rather matler-of-factly. 

lie slumped in a shell-hole while 
a medic treated his shattered arm and 
pondered his fate, 

“So that was the end of my dream. 
No heroic exploits, no triumphs. Just 
three miles of retreat in Gallipoli and 
30 yards of advance in France. Net 
gain to the enemy: 5,250 yards,” 
Douglas Jerrold might consider 
himself fortunate. His battalion com¬ 
mander was gravely wounded; nine 
fellow officers were dead. 

Nelson Battalion had fared no bet¬ 
ter; Lt Col Burge, their commander, 
was killed, as were nine more of the 
battalion's officer cadre. 


As the tanks quelled the German 
redoubt, the sailors and marines who 
had faltered in the face of withering 
tire on the thirteenth stormed forward 
again at dawn on the fourteenth. 
Bolstered by a brigade of soldiers, the 
men came within a couple of hundred 
yards of the 'Yellow Line’ - the 
objective laid down Ibr the first hours 
of the attack the previous day - before 
German machine-gun fire halted their 
progress. 

S/Ll Trevor Jacobs ran the gaunt¬ 
let of shell* machine-gun and sniper 
fire. With typical understate menu he 
recalled that the advance through the 
mud became, at times, “rather warm”* 

Jacobs walked across the battlefield; 
he didn’t run, he wanted to conserve 
his energy for later on, “An officer 
told me later that he expected to see 
me drop at any moment*” he wrote. 
“The expected did not happen." 

Bernard Freyberg had spent the night 
rallying his ad hoc formation. Shortly 
before Ham the men were to sweep 
forward and finish what l hey had 
started the day before by seizing 
Beaueourt. 

Lionel Cardy’ Montagu held out 
little hope for the attack. The machine- 
guns in Beaueourt still fired relentless¬ 
ly* unaffected by the “feeble" British 
barrage. 

The hail of steel became more 
intense as zero hour approached! § lcn 
at 7,45am precisely; Bernard Freyberg 
jumped out of his trench and urged his 
sailors forward* 

Montagu followed him “with bul¬ 
lets raining past us” - one passed 
through his sleeve. Three times the 
attack stuttered to a halt, but each 
time Freyberg rose and waved the 
troops on. A bullet struck his helmet, 
knocking him to the Moor. He stood 
up a fourth time* and the 63rd (Royal 
Naval) Division carried the attack. 

German morale seemed to sud¬ 
denly crumble, “The Boches ” Trevor 
Jacobs observed* were “rushing up to 
surrender with hands up, any number 
of them”. 

Cameron Shute had wanted to take 
no prisoners; reality dictated that his 
men had to. 

“It was an amazing sight ■ they 
came out of their holes* tearing off 
their equipment,” Lionel Montagu 
remembered, 

“I myself rounded 
up at least 50* waving 
my revolver at them 
and shouting: 

Schnelir 

But, as Shute ^ 

had predicted, Bj? * 

taking large Q§ J 

numbers or 

prisoners posed d r ^ . m ip 

problems. 

■ Continued 
on page iv 


UNTO THE BREACH 


ALL HELL LET LOOSE 


Around Sam, the men of die Hood 
Battalion began to waken - if they had 
ever fallen asleep. 

For the next 40 or so minutes, they 
waited silently. They stretched their 
legs, checked their rifles, removed 
their greatcoats. 

The smell of tea drifted down the 
line* for many the last food which 
would pass their lips. 

Five minutes to go. 

The sailors fixed bayonets, stood at 
the ready, heads and shoulders leaning 
forward* rifles in hand. 

5,44am, 

S/Ll Arthur Hart. platoon 
commander, C Company, Hood 
Battalion, glanced at his watch. 

“One minute to go, men.” 

At 5,45am whistles sounded along 
the line. 

And the gods of war, the howitzers 
and field guns, barked all at once. 

“All hell let loose,” recalled Richard 
Tobin. 

One hundred and fifty yards in 
front of the Hood Battalion’s trenches* 
no-man's land disappeared behind a 
“wall of lire”. 

A few hundred feet away, the 
German soldiers were shaken by the 
furious barrage. 

“We threw ourselves towards our 
pieces,” one landser recalled. “Red 
flares soared up and at that precise 
moment we sent our shells on their 
way. 

From a reasonably safe vantage 
point, Douglas Jerrold was mesmerised 
by the spectacle. 

“The massed artillery of two armies 
was raining down on the narrow- 
quarter of a mile from the front line 
where we were standing to the German 
front line," he wrote, 

jerrold watched as first the Hawke 
Battalion, then the Nelson behind it, 
clambered out of the trench and into 
the mist shrouding no-man’s land* 

“l shall never see a sight more 
noble,” a moved Jerrold 
wrote* 

“Eight lines of men passed 
me so closely that I could 
see every expression on their 
faces as they faded into the 

i 4 1 s a w not one e xpres s i on 

J V of fear or regret, or even of 
surprise," 


COMMAND DECISIONS 


ONE LAST ATTEMPT 


Daylight now bathed the battlefield 
for what it was worth; patches of 
November mist still clung to the val¬ 
ley Poor, mingling with acrid smoke 
of llames, phosphorus and cordite. 

The artillery barrage continued its 
inexorable creep forward. 

Having carried one objective, 
Bernard Freyberg was determined to 
entry the next, a German trench just 
in front of the ruins of Beaueourt-sur- 
Ancre, less than 600 yards away. 

The Moods and Drakes continued 
up the slope, but stopped short of the 
trench which was still being plastered 
by British and German shells. 

It was there that Joe Murray's battle 
ended. Struck by shrapnel in the abdo¬ 
men* he awoke a mile behind the line, 
lying on a stretcher “with someone 
washing mud off my face”* 

His comrades were not so fortunate* 
They grabbed their picks and shovels 
and began to dig themselves in before 
another leap into the unknown. 

It was not all mud, death and 
destruction, however. The Hoods 
found a German supply depot - and 
promptly raided it. 

“We opened their parcels and 
smoked their cigars,” Lionel Montagu 
recalled. “We found lots of good 
things to cat* including sausages 
and cakes, as well as socks." 

The battle plan called 
for another spring for- A 

ward, ttiis time through 
the ruins of the village to JESS 
a final objective beyond 
Beaueourt drawn on the 
map by the staff plan¬ 
ners: the red line. 


FEARFUL LOSSES 


THE ATTACK EALTERS 


13A'lTALIONS WIPED OUT 


In alt, elements of seven British divi¬ 
sions battered and smashed their way 
forwards astride the Anerc, aided 
by an unimaginable steel hail; by 
mid-day alone that Monday, 240,000 
181b shells had crashed down on the 
German positions. 

The only place where the assault 
had faltered was around the German 
strongpoint near Beaumont. 

Otherwise* General Sir Douglas 
Haig was delighted. More than 3,000 
prisoners had been taken - for the loss 
of 5,000-6,000 British casualties. 

“The success,” Haig concluded, 
“has come at a most opportune 
moment*” 


On the extreme left of the division’s 
front - furthest from the Anerc ■ Ptc 
William Brown climbed out of a fox¬ 
hole he’d been sheltering in, a German 
bullet strisek his right hand* 

He looked at his wound: part of 
his right thumb was split. He mut¬ 
tered to himself, not because he'd 
been wounded but because the wound 
wasn't bad enough to warrant a trip to 
the sick bay. 

Brown continued for another half 
a mile or so, then glanced at his hand 
again, 

“The two middle fingers were 
hanging down; there was a gaping 
hole through the palm - I could have 
poked four lingers through, instead of 
my thumb being split, it was gone," 
Wil 1 iam B rown’s batt! e was over* 


While the Hoods and Drakes made 
good progress* the men on their left, 
the Hawke and Nelson battalions were 
mown down, 

A German strongpoint with J 
three machine-gun nests and a 
concrete dug-outs* well-hidden, A 
proved impervious to the British B 
barrage, mm 

The first the men of Hawke Jjgjj 
and then Nelson Battalion, JBSHB 
following behind, knew 
of the redoubt was when 
the machine-guns rattled 
and the hot steel ripped ^Jjjti 
through the khaki and 
tore through their flesh. /piojii 

By the time the two G 


The night of November 13-14 was 
cold and damp. There w as little rest. 
The men grabbed picks and shovels 
and dug in. The machine-guns rat¬ 
tled all night long; there was the fre¬ 
quent crack of rifle fire. There were 
* few comforts for those in the front 
line, except perhaps for captured 
t German rations including, 

% jAta as Lionel Montagu found 
inside two hot water hot- 
HHiLw a cold coffee and 

RHnff liqueurs. 


Only on the right of the line was 
the Royal Naval Division making 
ground. 

With the Ancre* a road and 
L railway line on their right* 
Hl the 'Steadies' found, as Joe 
Murray succinctly pul it* 
their left wing “in the 
air”. 

. Within half an hour of 

the attack beginning, the 
f Hoods had been reduced 
: to little more than 300 


Not so Joe Murray. He 
was afraid. Hood Battalion 
was moving slowly across the 


In the darkness of the 
small hours of the fourteenth. 
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■ Continued from page in 

“It was rather tricky wandering 
through the ruin of this village among 
surrendering Germans, as one never 
knew if some more stout-hearted 
Hun would not have a shot or throw 
a bomb at you.” 

hi the Hood Battalion's make¬ 
shift headquarters amid the ruins of 
Beane emit, Montagu found a reflec¬ 
tive Bernard Frey berg. 

“We had a long talk: how proud he 
was of the Hood, how splendidly the 
battalion had done in attacking and 
carrying the three objectives In two 
days, over 1,000 prisoners besides 
machine-guns and a vast quantity of 
stores/' Montagu recalled. 

He had, he confided in his com¬ 
rade, always dreamed of capturing 
Beaucourt. 

Montagu too became wistful If he 
survived tins war, lie told Frey berg, 
he would name a racehorse Beaucourt 
(he did; it even won a race). 

This pleasant interlude was soon 
shattered. 

The German guns barked “such as 
I had never experienced/' Montagu 
recalled. 

The men threw themselves on 
(heir stomachs and took shelter in a 
shallow trench. 

“Here we lay for about half an 
hour, I don't want to exaggerate but 
I was sure that 30 of these big shells 
fell within 20 yards of us/’ wrote 
Montagu, 

S/Lt Trevor Jacobs cowered in a 
trench as the German barrage inten¬ 
sified ' 

“[ saw one man blown up 50 to 70 
yards high and come down without 
any clothing on, and saw the lower 
half of another man blown up quite 
near me/' 

The barrage lasted nearly four 
hours. At least two, anti possibly 
three, times Montagu and Frey berg 
were buried by the remnants of 
Beaucourt’s houses. 

The barrage did for Frey berg. He 
was struck in the neck by shrapnel 
- a fragment also struck Montagu in 
the head a her piercing his helmet. 

The two men lay side-by-side, 
Frey berg bleeding profusely despite 
a makeshift bandage on his wound. 
All the time, the battalion command¬ 
er isstEcd orders. 

And then he turned to his com¬ 
rade. “Do you think 1 could walk to 
the dressing station?" he asked, 

Montagu was amazed, but ollbrcd 
to escort his friend down an embank¬ 
ment to (tie first aid post maybe 300 
yards away. 

And there, with shells still falling, 
Lionel Montagu delivered Bernard 
Frey berg into the care of the medics. 

“You can imagine what a gap 
he left when he was wounded/' 
Montagu wrote later. 

“Not only had he behaved with 
marvellous courage and heroism 
throughout, but he showed real mili¬ 
tary genius/' 

The officer mused: “If he is spared, 
the whole world will be talking of 
him soon.” 

Freyberg was spared. And the 
world would indeed soon be talking 
about him. for his actions on the 
Somme he would earn the Victoria 
Cross. 
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• The guns now silent, the Ancre battlefield today 
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little of these sailor-soldiers. Now he 
had changed his tune. 

“You Hoods are wonderful, the 
men are magnificent and the officers 
are marvellous/' he blurted out as the 
weary troops filed past. 

Magnificent and marvellous, yes. 
But also few. 

Of Trevor Jacobs' company which 
had begun tire battle 150 strong, there 
were just 85 men left 

November 1916 was a black 
month. On average, the Royal Naval 
Division lost three officers and 53 
men killed every day. Total casualties, 
dead and wounded, amounted to 
almost 4,000. 


Montagu agreed, “1 always thought 
that it was a magnificent division 
with splendid officers and men/' he 
wro te a fterw ards. 

“I hope they now get their fair 
share of honour/' 

They did. 

“Tlie capture of Beaucourt was a 
brilliant piece of work/' The Times 
enthused, “It gave England another 
hero." 

In reality, it gave England, or 
rather Britain, a division of heroes. 

Their memory, Winston Churchill 
- the division's original architect 
wrote, would flourish 100 years 
lienee. He continued: 


THE SOMME-AGAIN 


A TERRIBLE GAME OF WAR 


The Royal Naval Division's associa¬ 
tion with the Somme and the Ancre 
did not end in November 1916. 

They were back in the line in 
February 19 3 7. 

A healed Joe Murray found little 
had changed in three months. 

"The whole of (he Ancre valley 
is a filthy quagmire," he wrote in 
his diary. 

“After years of constant shelling 
there's not a yard of even ground 
anywhere. 

“The shelling continues, each 
salvo putting some poor old blighter 
out of his misery without a murmur, 

“There are moments when I won¬ 
der that, if it were possible to con¬ 
verse with any of my departed pais, 
what their answer would be to my 
question; Is this pain and suffering 
gening ns anywhere?" 

It was a futile question, but Murray 
tried to answer it, 

“Men are bom to die, Tire time 
and place is of no consequence. Each 
breath of life we take or give leaves 
us less of life to live, 

“Providence is our only hope as 
the shells continue to reap their har¬ 
vest.” 

That winter Douglas Haig toured 
the former battlefield. The Scotsman 
was not a figure prone to reveal¬ 
ing his inner emotions, yet he was 
for once moved by the deeds of 
his armies in this "terrible game of 
war”. 

“No-one can visit the Somme 
without being impressed with the 
magnitude of the effort made by the 
British soldier,” he wrote, 

"To many it meant certain death 
and all must have known that before 
they started.” 

Lettmant Otto Ahrends, a Bavarian 
regimental adjutant, perhaps wrote 
the epitaph of every man who fought 
at the Somme in 1916, friend and 
foe; 


Awd Isold, "There Is still 
the river, awd still the 
stiff, stark trees. 

To treasure here our story. 
hut there are on ly these;" 


THE AFTERM ATH 


By their conduct in tlie forefront 
of the battle, by their character, 
and by the feats of anus which 
they performed, they raised 
themselves into that glorious 
company of the seven or eight 
most famous divisions of the 
British Army in the Great War. 

Their reputation was 
consistently maintained in spite 
of losses of so awful a character 
as to sweep away three or 
four times over the original 
personnel. 

A week after the battle Stabsarzt 
~ staff doctor - Hugo Natt with 118 
Reserve Infanterie Regimen! wan¬ 
dered over the battlefield. 

“Everywhere there are deep shell 
craters, mostly filled to the brim with 
water.” he recorded in his diary. 

“Then a hideous group of corpses, 
about six, the bodies ripped to shreds, 
covered with blood and mud, 

“The head of one is half shot 
away, a bit further on there's a leg 
shot away, a couple of bodies hav e 
become so entangled that amid the 
mud we cannot identify the indi¬ 
vidual bodies.” 

The Somme, a rather obscure 
German ha up {matin - captain - Hans 
von Hen tig wrote after the war, “was 
the muddy grave of the German field 
army and of the faith in the infallibil¬ 
ity of German leadership/' 

In the post-war years. Hen tig's 
words were seized upon by Haig's 
supporters as proof the general’s 
strategy on the Somme had been 
correct. 


The Battle of the Somme fizzled 
out on Monday November 19. 
Douglas Haig was delighted with 
the outcome. 

“The picture is full of encour¬ 
agement and promise/' the general 
declared. The enemy, he proclaimed, 
had suffered "far heavier” losses; his 
morale had suffered loo, 

"It is safe to conclude that an 
appreciable proportion of the German 
soldiers are now practically beaten 
men ready to surrender,” 

That was not how Crown Prince 
Rupprecht saw it. For all their 
efforts, the Allies had seized only 
“a narrow strip of utterly-ruined 
terrain'? Victory was Germany's, not 
Britain's. 

In a rousing order of the day, he 
declared: 


TRAGIC SIGHTS 


towler the white-wood crosses the dead mere 
answered low, 

'The ww mer, ktvow not beaucourt. but we are here 
- we fanowy 


BOTH SIDES CLAIM VICTORY 


Fortunately for the Royal Naval 
D i v i s 1 o n, Be rn a rd F rey he rg 
was wounded with the battle for 
Beaucourt all but won. 

I so I a ted p oc k ets o f G erm an t ro ops 
held out in the shattered village 
until around midnight, then filtered 
through the scant British lines to 
rejoin their comrades. 

As for the sailors, they were 
relieved in the small hours of the 
fifteenth by men from Yorkshire, 
Lincolnshire and Lancashire and sent 
to the rear. 

Lionel Montagu took shelter from 
the November cold in a captured 
German dug-out and grabbed three 
hours' sleep; a doctor shared a second 
bunk space; the third was occupied 
by a dead German officer. 

As he wandered hock through the 
battlefield of two days before, Trevor 
Jacobs came across the strong point 
which had taken such a hideous toll 
of Royal Naval Division blood. 

"I never saw anything so tragic/’ 
he wrote, “it was a shambles, any 
amount of our brave fellows being all 
round in shell holes and with terrible 
wounds, some of them with half a 
head blown off, others without legs 
and arms, and others with numerous 
bullet wounds.” 

In Englebclmcr, the miserable 
village where the sailors had waited 
before the assault, the men w ere met 
by Tiger' Shute. 

A month before he had thought 
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Everyone who was there can be 
proud to have been a warrior of 
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of the war, perhaps the greatest 
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No man in the Royal Naval Division 
would permit the tag ‘German 
victory' to the battle for Beaucourt. 
It was a British victory, a Royal Navy 
victory, through and through. 

The 63rd (Royal Nava!) Division, 
Douglas Haig proclaimed, “advanced 
further and took more prisoners than 
any division had done in one day.” 

When Lionel Montagu dined with 
Edward Beddington, one of Gough’s 
staff officers, a few days after the 
battle, praise was heaped upon the 
soldier-sailors, "No division had 
done better," Beddington told him. 


When you see a fighter who 
was there at the Somme, bow 
low to the ground, because you 
simply do not know what he 
did for you. 


Ancre valley 
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Vice Admiral Limited 
Edition Victory Ship 

This new limited edition ship has an unprecedented level of detail 
for all model collectors to enjoy. The hull is timber planked above 
the waterline and has copper sheathes below it. The deck cannons 
and anchors are metal castings, the standing rigging hull ties are real 
chain, and the figure head is hand painted in rich colours. She rests 
on solid brass uprights which are mounted on an oak base with copper 
end bands, all which has been recovered from the Victory herself! 

This handmade model is limited in quantity to 821 (the number of 
crew on board at Trafalgar) with its place in the series pyrographed 
into the oak. Each model is supplied with a certificate of authenticity 
and "muster roll’' of crew members at the Battle of Trafalgar. V 

£298 ONLY AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY WITHIN THE UK JSpQ 


Knotboards 

In learning to tie the rigging into thousands of knots from simple hitches to ornate Turk's Heads, 
knotboards were used as a useful iraining reference for sailors. Today more commonly used as popular 
show pieces, they arc the perfect decoration for any room. The knots are tied in natural cotton cord, on a 
black velveteen background and are displayed in a glass-fronted wooden frame with chunky brass corners. 
The 12 piece knots board features ship s wheel and staging sling. The IS piece board features ship's 
wheel, staging sling and barrel 

£40.00 12 piece knotboard 
£45.00 18 piece knotboard 

iJHIlH^S^SSHH KNOTBOARDS ONLY AVAILABLE IN THE UK 


'Wipe Your Feet' 

Flag Codes Door Mat 

i Have fun wiping yotir feet on this stylish doormat. 

B The flag codes have been cleverly used to spell out 
l an important reminder each time you walk through 
ft the door 'WIPE YOUR FEET r . The mats combine 
K cotton and micro-fibre for maximum wet and dry 
Uk dirt retention. Machine washable and tumble dry 
H safe they are durable to ensure no frav or wear. 


Alt im*a!>iirc: outer case dsanUMcr 14cm dial 

djumacr 8cm (T'J, depth (excluding hinges) SOmni C 








Dunoon Mugs 

Beautifully designed, these mugs are made from fine stoneware and have a stylish shape 
and sturdy handle for extra grip. 

The Maritime Britain Mug commemorates the bicentenary of Trafalgar. 

The Flag Codes Mug depicts the 26 alphabetical flags, numbered pennants and repeatgjr flags. 
The Knots Mug is decorated with different lagging knots including their names. 


CABIN BAROMETER 


CABIN CLOCK 

Cabin Instruments 


CABIN TIDE CLOCK 


Mari sin 


A classic porthole design made front solid brass castings, our 3 cabin instruments are a great gift, bought 
individually or as a set. Each features hinged scuttle damps and bevelled glass fronts with a light cream face 
The dock has stylish bold Roman numerals and features brass hands and a black seconds indicator. 

The movements are good qu allty-battery operated quartz. 

The barometer movements are good quality silvered aneroid and show milibars and inches of mercury. 

This tide clock provides an 'at-a-glancc" indication of tidal state by the light blue hand which shows high, 
low and half tides that follow the lunar cycle. A single quartz movement powers all the hands. 

Features Arabic numerals. 


CABIN CLOCK £82.00 
CABIN BAROMETER £92.00 
CABIN TIDE CLOCK £118.00 
BUY ALL 3 FOR £275!! 


Bach mug mcaisurcj 15cm (5.9") in htigtyl 
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World Travel Analogue Watch 

A perfect gift for the traveller in your life, this Casio watch receives 
the time calibration radio signals transmitted in the UK, Germany, 
USA and Japan. For different time zones the display can be 
adjusted by the appropriate number of hours and then remains 
true to this correction, it also adjusts automatically to winter/ 
summer time. The date display has an auto calendar function 
meaning that there is no need for any adjusting! This stylish 
watch has a stainless steel strap and case and is 
Water resistant to 50m (165ft), 


Propeller Tie Slide 
and Cufflink Set 

A great gift set to give for Christmas, these propeller shaped 
cufflinks and tie slide set will make a great gift for that 
special someone who likes to stand out from the crowd, 

Finished in a silver chrome effect they will look great to 
wear at the Christmas party! 

£19.99 uk i|WF 

Buy the cufflinks separately for only £10.99 uk 


Approx bem (1,2”) its width 


Anchor Cufflinks 


These stylish unique cufflinks are 
finished in a silky smooth silver effect. 
They are the perfect accompaniment to 
any shirt. 


Compass and Watch 
Cufflinks 

A great set of unique novelty cufflinks 
finished in a silk smooth silver effect, the 
compass will help you find your way to the 
party whilst the watch will make sure you 
arrive on time. An accessory you shouldn't 
be without! 


Crown Brooch 

This silver grown brooch is adorned with 
in areas it e stones and is presented in an 
elegant jewel i cry b ox . 


Round Cufflinks 

A gold plated Royal Naval Grown rests 
under translucent blue enamel. These 
cufflinks match our blazer button set 
and will complement any shirt. Presented 
in a navy blue jewellery box. 


Blazer Buttons 

A Gold plated Royal Naval Crown 
under translucent blue enamel, our 
elegant buttons will complement 
anv blazer. 


Compact Mirror 

Tiny enough to fit into the smallest 
of bags this stainless steel cased 
compact mirror makes a perfect 
gift. Stylishly engraved with the 
Royal Naval Crown. 
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White Ensign Reversible Regatta Jacket 

This anti-pill reversible fleece is the ideal lightweight jacket. One side a grey 
marl fleece, the other an ash jacket, change the style dependent on the 
m y|| weather or your mood! The jacket is made with wind proof micro fibre 
f| j and is water repellent. It comes complete with 2 zipped lower pockets 
Oum 1 a* on each side and a drawstring bottom to keep out the wind. 

Em S izes: S 38" M40" L42" XL44" XXL 46" 


Royal Navy Long 

r- -- ' Sleeved Striped 

Rugby Shirt 

To complement our range- of rugby shins have ibis long sleeved striped 

rugby shirt. Uniquely embroidered with the Roy hi Navy logo, this rugby shin, 
is a must lave! Available in red/navy/white or light blue/navvAvlme. 

Sizes to fit; S:32/24*' M:36/38" L:40/42" XLi44/46" XXL:48 Vl 


Royal Navy Hooded Sweatshirt 

Tliis stylish hooded sweatshirt has front kangaroo style pockets, 
comfortable rib trims and matching colour draw cord in 
the double thickness hood. Made from a 50/50 Combed 
Ring Spun cotton and polyester mix the tubular body 
construction ensures maximum shape retention. Available 
\ hi Navy and Sports Grey, 

1^ Sizes: S:38^ M:4tr L;42” XL:44' r XXL:46” 


White Ensign Rugby 
Shirt 

This casual long sleeved rugby shirt is ideal 
for both men and women. Featuring ribbed 
cuffs and a smart white collar it is perfect 
for all occasions. Available in navy blue, it is 
embroidered on the left breast with the White 
Ensign flag and made from 100% cotton ■. 
Machine washable. 

Sizes to fit: S:32/34' r M:36/3S r ’ L-40/42" 
XL:44/4tV XX I'M” 


This is a versatile 3 in 1 waterproof 
jacket that can be used in all 
weathers with a detachable 
k fteecc. Th e o u ter j a ck et ha s 
Bk a concealed hood, adjustable 
cuffs and waist cord and 
ify two deep fronted pockets. 

£ The inner fleece alone 
g| v 'ill k c■ e p 'on w i l n it - 
simply unzip to crease 
:vVl! davivm jackets. i ■ r - 
z ‘P adorned with a 
Royal Navy zip pull. 
Sizes to tit: S: 38'" 

■ M: 

■ XX! a 46" 


White Ensign 
Sweatshirt 

This classic, easy “to-wear sweatshirt 
features a ribbed crew neck, cuffs and 
waistband for comfort. Made from machine 
washable eott on/poly ester mix it features 
the White Ensign Bag on the left breast. 
Available in haw blue only. 

Sizes to fit; S:32/34 r ' M:36/38" L:40/42 rr 
XL-44/46” XXL#’ 
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PON 


Wheel Nutcracker 

Let's go nuts with this great novelty gift for the 
festive season! Simply place a nut in the vice and 


turn the ships wheel, gently cracking the shell!! 
Fitted to a wooden base the device is finished in 
a gunmetal effect. 


Baubles 

This sex of 3 keepsake baubles is perfect 
as a decoration. Based on the traditional 
ship in a bottle and feature models of 
sailing ships. 


Each measure oent x fiem 
2.4") 


Money Box 

This rob List barrel shaped money 
box is made from polished wood 
with decora tive brass ba nd ihg 
and the all essential money slot. 
You have easy access to your 
money via & screw fastening. 


Bertie Bear 

Bertie is the biggest from our range of bears 
looking for a new home. A happy bear with 
soft scruffy golden fur. his hands and feet are 
filled with beans for that extra special touch, 
Bertie wears a navy blue jumper with the 
Royal Navy logo and comes complete with a 
red and white spotted neck scarf. 


Measures 27 cm (1 U.S'J 
when-sifting 


Moisurts 1 Icni :< tOcm (.4.5" x4 r '> 


Ernest Bear 

Ernest is the baby of our range of bears. He has 
extremely soft golden fur and his hands and 
feet are tilled with beans. He is a perfect gift for 
children and adults alike. Ernest wears a fleecy 
hooded juniper with the Royal Naval Crown 
logo embroidered on the front. His jumper is 
available in red or navy blue so. which will 
^ you choose? 


Dive Toy 

Blow through the lube and release 
the submarine or diver to make 
them rise or sink in the water. Diver 
or submarine available, please state 
choice when ordering. 


Measures 
18cm iD 
when sitting 


V. 


Anchor Bottle Opener 

A bottle cap remover arid corkscrew in one! This bottle opener 
lias smooth polished brass castings with a stainless steel 
corkscrew that works on the most stubborn of corks. 


Measures 
20cm (7.H r ) 
when sittsag 


Charlie Bear 

Charlie is excited to be part of our new range 
of bears. He has soft light honey fur and feet 
that are Med with beans. Charlie wears a navy 
blue fleece hooded top with the Royal Navy 
logo embroidered on the front. Smalt enough 
to take him in your bag everywhere you go 
and cute enough to cuddle all day long - how 
could vou resist? 


Approx 12.5cm t5"} 
in. tcngih- 


To place an order or request a catalogue, simply phone 023 9282 6040 - or write to The Business Manager, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH or visit our online store at www.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News w viccompony orders.. For Orders outside the UK payment can be made bv Cheque/Snremauonal 
Money.Order in £• Sterling Ed drawn on UK bank. Or for payment bv Credit Carrf/ihvitch. UK St Abroad, please use 
the coupon on page 4. Picase no/e: items sht*m actual s/re. Please afhw up !a 2S thys/br dclh^ty. 

We accept the foliowing credit cards: A IS 


Navy News’ guaranteed last 
Christmas Posting Oates: 

UK - Bth December 
Overseas * Tst December 

Please note ail ondee* r*eed to be ^ecerrtrtl by Chet? 
d-atts to ensure pre-Christn'tfii delivt»y 
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EU Postage £5.00 









